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Message from the Principal 

Dear families, 

Art Show 

It is hard to believe that the Art Show was over a week ago now! As we have navigated some 

challenging weather days over the past few weeks, I reflect on what was an absolutely perfect day for our event 

and feel thankful for how lucky we were. And what a night it was! It was such a delight to have our community 

here to share in this very special celebration of our students’ work and the atmosphere on the night was so joyful.  

Ms Asp’s vision for the Art Exhibition truly was to be seen to be believed and the feedback from our families has 

been understandably glowing. (Just like the show itself!)  

The success of the Art exhibition was a combination of large scale installation through lighting and props and 

truly high standards of student art work. The student self portraits alone were incredible. Thank you Ms Asp, we 

are so privileged to have you as our art teacher.  

        

There are many people to also acknowledge and thank for this event being such a success outside of the art 

room too.  

Firstly, I would like to acknowledge the work Sharon has done to ensure the night ran so smoothly. The work 

leading up to this event happens over many months and Sharon’s attention to detail ensured that a smooth 

process for ordering was in place, everything we needed on the night was here and our stalls were supported to 

plan and run effectively on the night. Thank you Sharon for your unique ability to know everything that needed to 

be done and for calmly supporting the team to make it happen. We could not have done it without you! 
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Message from the Principal…continued 

Thank you to Sharon, Louisa Bear, Alison Bischa and Anna Chanty for coordinating our food and drink stalls. We 

had such a great turn up on the night and there was enough for everyone! Thank you also to the many parents 

who volunteered on the roster to ensure the load was shared on such a busy night.  

We would like to thank the following businesses who provided supplies at a cost that enabled the profits to be 

retained by the school: 

MAZNIK of Spotswood – thank you for the supply of your delicious swirl pastries. Please show your support of 

this local business for their generous support of our Art Show. 

Thank you to parents Lauren Oliver of Mums Who Wine and Fernanda Lopes of Treasury Wines Estate for 

supplying drinks for our wine stall which was very popular! 

Thanks to Joe Mawson, who ensured the set up logistics of many moving parts including trestle tables, ice bags, 

gas bottles and marquees etc. The set up and pack up ran so smoothly! 

Our stage team, MC Penny Baron, Mrs Papafotiou, Aaron Sargent and DJ David Robinson ensured we had 

musical and live entertainment throughout the event and it was great to see so many of our students performing, 

either through instrumental class items or in the choir. 

We would also like to thank Al Oldfield and Bruce Ramus (a past parent) for their assistance in the set up of the 

exhibition. Bruce’s lighting expertise really highlighted the student work beautifully. 

Ray White Real Estate in Seddon provided our auctioneer on the night and we thank Andrew who was our class 

collaborative pieces auctioneer. This was a very exciting component of the evening! 

Now that we have had time to pack things down and count things up, we are delighted to share that final result of 

our Art Show fundraiser. We raised $14,695.80! 

Thank you so much to all of our families for supporting this event. It was great to be able to come together again 

on this scale after so long, and wonderful to raise so much money towards our playground upgrade. This brings 

our fundraising total for the year so far to $27,637.95. 

We have been in touch with our playground supplier to get an updated quote for the next stage. 

Year 5/6 Book Launch 

I would like to congratulate our Year 5/6 staff and students, on their successful book launch last week. The 

school has purchased a copy of each student’s book and these will be a wonderful addition to our library. Thank 

you to all of the families who came along to the book launch on Thursday and Friday and supported our students 

by taking the time to have a look at their work and chat with our authors and in some cases, purchasing a copy! 

Prep Transition 

Next week we will welcome our 2023 preps to Spotswood Primary School for the first of three transition sessions. 

This is always such an exciting time for us and we can’t wait to meet them all. There are a number of siblings in 

our prep cohort next year who may already be familiar with the school, however transition is an important 

experience of the journey of beginning primary school.  

Pupil Free Day 

Families are reminded that we have a pupil free day on Monday the 28th of November.  On this day staff will be 

working on end of year assessment reports. OSHClub will be available for families who require care on this day. 

This is our last pupil free day for 2022.  
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Message from the Principal…continued 

Year 3/4 Camp 

With all of the excitement of the Art Show last week, our newsletter was delayed. I wanted to mention my visit to 

the Year 3/4 Camp at Phillip Island and the positive experience it was to see our students participating so 

enthusiastically. I drove down to camp after school on the Monday where I arrived just in time for dinner. The 

dining hall was filled with a happy buzz of conversation and students were excited to tell me about their day. After 

dinner we went to see the penguin parade and I was incredibly proud of our students for the way they listened to 

the parade staff and our teachers to ensure that everyone was safe and had a good time. I would like to thank 

and acknowledge the teachers for their commitment to leave their own families for three days to ensure our 

students had a great time. 

Early Harvest Book Launch 

Earlier in the year our Year 5/6 students had the opportunity to participate in a series of writing workshops with 

authors from 100 Story Building in Footscray. 

Along with students from a number of schools in the area they were invited to submit stories for the book ‘When 

One World Ends’ to be reviewed by an editorial team. Brynn and Lochlan were successful authors with their 

stories being published in the book. 

Two of our other students, Liana and Gilly were contributors on the editorial team and were excellent hosts at the 

event on Saturday.  

Well done team! 

 

[L-R: Brynn, Gilly, Lochlan & Liana] 

Jackie Green 

Principal 

  



Curriculum Update – Term 4 Week 5 

 Continuous 
reporting 

Prep 

Reading  WALT: Ask and answer questions related to the text before, during and after 
reading 

 

Writing   WALT write a recount 

WALT write a procedural text  

 

Spelling Some of us have been looking at a big truck wheel!  

Maths  Number & Algebra Sharing  

SWPB / 
Respectful 
Relationships  

Topic 6 - Help Seeking Who are your helpers at school? 
 

 

Grade 1 / 2   

Reading Rosie Revere Engineer  

ANALYSING 

*compare and contrast two versions of the same story and discuss how 
characters are depicted differently by two illustrators 

ANALYSING 

*distinguish between realistic fiction and fantasy 

CRITIQUING 

*have favourite books, authors, illustrators and describe their qualities 

 

Writing  Writing Moderation 
-Following the Writing Cycle to produce a piece of writing on a prompt.  
-Exploring adjectives 
 

 

Spelling ch as in chair  

Maths  Multiplication and Division 
Subitise (and repeat) small collections of objects  
Represent practical situations that model sharing  
Recognise and represent multiplication as repeated addition, groups and 
arrays  

 

SWPB / 
Respectful 
Relationships 

RRRR 8.3: What is gender-based violence? Inquiry  

Grade 3 / 4           

Reading  Mentor Text: The Moon’s Cyclical Phases 
Reading Skill: Analysing 
Asking questions after reading a text. 
Literature Circles - practising reading skills, carrying out tasks responses and 
engaging in group discussions. 
First Chapter Fridays 

• exposing new texts 
• Thinking Tracks reflection 

 

Writing  Genre Focus: Explanation  
• Writing a clear and concise introduction  
• Forming a description in chronological order, using time connectives 
• Summarising when writing a conclusion  
• Adding a flow chart or diagram to our texts  

 

Spelling Pattern: BOB Words  

 

  



 

Maths  Topic: Stats and Data - chance  
What is chance?  
Describe chance outcomes 
Order chance events  

 

SWPB / 
Respectful 
Relationships 

   RRRR: 
The students will be learning problem solving skills and how to cooperate 
effectively.   
 

 
 

Grade 5 / 6           

Reading Mentor text: Payback on Poplar Lane. 
Focus: notice a writer’s use of figurative language (particularly similes and 
metaphors), and state how it specifically adds to the meaning or enjoyment 
of a text.  
BTN- listening and note taking 

 

Writing Mentor text: The All New Must Have Orange 430 
Genre: Persuasive 
Focus: Writing for a purpose  

Speaking& listening  

Spelling  ‘a’ as in swam  

Maths 
Financial Maths: Consolidation  

Create simple financial plans  

  

SWPB / 
Respectful 
Relationships 

N/A  

Younger Sun Bookshop – Donate a book to the Library Stall 

Thank you so much to all of the families who purchased a book to be donated to our school library last 

Thursday. We are very grateful for your generosity and will get them processed and ready for student 

borrowing as soon as we can! Some great new titles in the collection!  

Emma Vasilevski 

Assistant Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Happening in Our Classrooms 

Prep (Week 3) – Prep Breakfast & Pevan and Sarah Excursion 

What a week it has been in Prep Land! Last Friday the Preps launched into our camping program with our Prep 
Breakfast. The preps arrived at school nice and early in their pj’s to classrooms full of confetti! We played musical 
statues and ate some yummy breakfast on our expertly designed placemats. Students then got themselves 
dressed ready for the day. Great work preps! The fun didn’t end there though! On Monday we travelled by bus to 
the Plenty Ranges Arts Centre to see ‘Pevan and Sarah!’ Our Preps sang and danced with the ‘real live… 
actual…they were right there!’ Pevan and Sarah! Our preps displayed exceptional behaviour and thoroughly 
enjoyed the live show. Thank you also to Keang Ung (Oliver’s Dad) for coming along and helping out! 

Melanie Voigt 
Prep V Classroom Teacher 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Prep (Week 4) – Fire Ed 

Over the next two weeks, our lucky preps have two incursions with Newport Fire Brigade! On Monday our local 
fire fighters came and taught us all about what to do in an emergency and who to call. We learnt that if we need 
help and it’s an emergency to call 000, and if it’s a fire to get down low, and go go go. We also learnt that if there 
is an emergency, fire brigades need to get dressed in 90 seconds and move very quickly. We got to see this first 
hand when they had to leave early to help people in need. Our preppies have very important homework this week 
to learn their address and find out where their meeting spot is. We are so excited for them to come back next 
week and show us their fire trucks!  

Bridget Sherrin 
Prep S Classroom Teacher  

 

  

  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Years 1 & 2 (Week 3) – Numeracy 

This week in Numeracy, the students have been working on creating their own arrays in multiplication. We have 
been using different materials and this has helped the students understand how arrays can be used to solve 
multiplication problems. They have loved the different hands on activities!  

Ruby Cridland 
1/2C Classroom Teacher 
  



                   
 

 

 
Years 1 & 2 (Week 4) – ‘How Things Move’ Inquiry Unit    

This week our 1/2 students have participated in two incursions to investigate all types of movement for our 
Inquiry Unit: How things move. Students loved learning about how toys move, the history of toys and were 
amazed at how old some toys were (not all of them were that old!!). They engaged in a dance class where they 
showed some pretty impressive dance moves to further enhance their knowledge on how the body moves.  

Nicole Janosevic 
1/2J Classroom Teacher 
  



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Years 3 & 4 (Week 3) – CAMP!! 

On Monday morning we packed our bags and took 78 very excited 3/4 students to Phillip Island for a 3-day 
camp! We participated in a variety of activities including; the giant swing, flying fox and canoeing. On Monday 
night we headed to the penguin parade and on Tuesday evening we enjoyed a movie! I am incredibly proud of all 
of the students who attended camp. They showed resilience, bravery and remarkable team work. Thank you to 
all of the staff that came along to make this a memorable experience for all! 

Tianne Ball 
3/4B Classroom Teacher 
 



   
 

   
 

Years 3 & 4 (Week 4) – Earth’s Neighbouring Planets      

This week the 3/4 students have been taking a deep dive into the solar system to learn about Earth’s 
neighbouring planets! Working in small ‘expert’ groups, students each researched a planet or dwarf planet in our 
solar system and created an informative poster. They then each ran a mini lesson to educate the rest of the class 
about their chosen planet.  

Emily Matheson 
3/4M Classroom Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

Jupiter: Finlay S, Tobie L, Mia A 
  



         

Pluto: Sebastian N, Tilly S and Liam H                      Venus: Zoe Y, Milli S, Tabitha W  
 

 

Mars: Ben S, Laurence M 

 

Years 5 & 6 (Week 3) – ‘Entrepreneurs’ Inquiry Unit 

The Year 5/6, Term 3, Unit of Inquiry has commenced and as part of our “Finding Out” action, we have again 
tapped-into the expertise of our generous and knowledgeable Spotswood community. Answering a call-out, 
several parent speakers volunteered their time to share their experiences, learnings and expertise relating to our 
‘Entrepreneurs’ inquiry. The talks have been hugely informative and have captivated and engaged the students. 
The Year 5/6 teachers would like to extend once again a huge thank you to all our volunteers that have made 
these sessions so valuable. 

Aaron Turner 
6T Classroom Teacher 
  



   
 

   
 

Years 5 & 6 (Week 4) – Book Launch 

Last term the Grade 5/6 worked tremendously hard to research, plan, compose, edit and publish a hybrid picture 
book using their knowledge of animal adaptations from their Unit of Inquiry ‘Survival of the Fittest’. The students 
were allowed to choose animals and adaptations they were interested in and looked at ways to incorporate facts 
into their narratives. After working so hard and understanding the time and effort that goes into publishing a book, 
the students were so excited to proudly show their books at the Book Launch this week. The 5/6s shared their 
narratives with their buddies and the rest of the school throughout the day and then loved sharing their hard work 
with their families. It was amazing to see so much support from the school community. Thank you to everyone 
who came and enjoyed all the books! 

Sally Uldrikis 
5U Classroom Teacher 

 

   



 

 

 

  



 

Specialist (Week 3) – P.E. 

It’s been a very busy and wet past couple of weeks for our PE program. Sometimes our lessons have been 
modified to indoor games. 

When we have been able to be outside, the students have been playing ‘Invasion Games’, that involve 
teamwork, strategy and dodging and throwing skills. ‘Protect the pins’ has become a new favourite with the 3-6 
classes. 

Chris Lamb 
P.E Teacher 
 

 

 
 
 
 
  



Specialist (Week 4) – Art 

I feel very privileged to be part of this wonderful community and to have shared all the artwork our students have 
been working on since the beginning of the year. Putting this exhibition together to celebrate our students' 
success is one of my favourite things, but also a big job and I thank all the hands that were involved to make it 
happen. Fantastic job kids! Ideas are already ticking for 2024’s Art Show! 

Cindy Asp 
Art Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soft Sculpture Glow Worms - Prep 
Cardboard Snail - Year 1/2 collaboration 
Beetle Sculptures - Year 3/4 collaboration  
Large Mushroom Sculptures - Year 5/6 collaboration 
Stained Glass inspired art - Year 5/6 

Student Awards 

Congratulations to the following students who received an award at assembly in Week 3.  

Prep S .........Prep S - representing our school beautifully at our Pevan and Sarah excursion. Your excellent 

listening, lovely manners and happy enthusiasm made this excursion a pleasure for your teachers. 

We are so proud of you! 

Prep V .........Prep V - representing our school beautifully at our Pevan and Sarah excursion. Your excellent 

listening, lovely manners and happy enthusiasm made this excursion a pleasure for your teachers. 

We are so proud of you! 

1 / 2 C..........Esme Craik - making some fantastic connections and thoughtful discussion in her guided reading 

this week, fantastic work Esme! 

1 / 2 H..........Tom Spiteri - for always being so kind and considerate to his classmates and his teachers. Thank 

you Tom! 

1 / 2 J ..........Kaija Schokman - for approaching each day with a positive attitude, and putting her best effort into 
her learning activities 

1 / 2 P  .........Ozzie Hogan - for showing resilience, and attention to detail, during our Maths activities. 



3 / 4 B..........Arianna Williams - for being an inclusive and encouraging group member while on camp! You 
showed excellent leadership skills. Well done!  

3 / 4 K..........Isabelle Gillott - for having such a positive attitude to camp and encouragingly working with her 
group during the Initiative and Low Ropes Courses. Great enthusiasm Izzy! 

3 / 4 M .........Milli Sugimoto - for being an enthusiastic and active participant on camp this week. Even when you 

were nervous, you gave everything a go. Fantastic effort! 

3 / 4 V ..........Mabel Harold-Bear - for being a caring and cheerful friend to her campmates and taking the initiative 

to help others at camp by collecting their dirty dishes at mealtimes. 

5 U ..............Annabelle Mather - for using great note-taking skills when listening to guest speakers in our inquiry 
lessons to learn about business owners in our community. Well done! 

6 M ..............Rhys McGraw - for approaching your work with a positive mindset. Keep up the fabulous effort, 
Rhys! 

6 T ...............Cameron Kline - for taking his role as co-Gate Leader very seriously, and displaying great initiative 
and accountability in making sure his responsibilities are completed daily! 

The following students will receive an award at assembly this Friday: 

Prep S .........Max Pullan - for taking great initiative and learning the school song and declaration to be able to 

sing beautifully during assembly. Keep up the great work, Max! 

Prep V .........Frances Smith - working super hard on her reading and learning lots of common words. You are a 

superstar Frances! 

1 / 2 C..........Dante Wong - being respectful and showing wonderful listening skills during our toy incursion this 

week. Well done Dante 

1 / 2 H..........Badaso Rashid - for showing so much enthusiasm and respect during our incursions about Toys 

and Dance. Well done! 

1 / 2 J ..........Addison D'Costa - for choosing a ‘just right’ text when visiting the library and for putting in a fantastic 
effort during goal focused reading. 

1 / 2 P  .........Lucas Goustis - for having an open mind and taking a lead role during our dance incursion this 

week. 

3 / 4 B..........Harry Maher - for working independently and being focused while completing your information 
poster on Jupiter. 

3 / 4 K..........Olivia Welsh - for being an encouraging class member who is always willing to work cooperatively 
with others and peer tutor her partners patiently and kindly. Thanks Olivia! 

3 / 4 M .........Liam Boyer - for your excellent focus and contributions to class discussions in Maths and Writing 

this week. Fantastic effort! 

3 / 4 V ..........Annalise Green - for using excellent problem-solving skills and good time management when 

completing your activities on time in Mathematics this week. 

5 U ..............Oliver Heselton - for working cooperatively with a group to brainstorm ideas for your inquiry project 
and listening to your team members’ ideas. Keep it up! 

6 M ..............Amali Mansfield - for demonstrating creativity, focus and attention to detail when creating your 
advertisement for flavoured milk. 

6 T ...............Joshua Slade - for taking passionate interest in ensuring all of 6Ts IT needs are met and 
troubleshot. Thanks for your help Josh. 

  



 

 

To: 

Tabitha, Arutha, Percy C, Winter H, Frances S, Megan, Ben M, Dylan, Luke L, Ben S, 

Zoe C, Evie M, Leda, Ben T 

Dates To Remember: 

Tuesday 1st November ................... Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday 

Wednesday 2nd November ............. Prep 2023 Parent Information Session (7pm-8pm) 

 Year 3/4 Scienceworks Excursion 

 Junior Council at Hobsons Bay City Council (School Captains & Vice-Captains) 

Monday 7th November .................... Year 3/4 Swimming 

Tuesday 8th November ................... Year 3/4 Swimming 

 Policy & Curriculum Sub-Committee meeting (5.30pm) 

 Finance Sub-Committee meeting (5.30pm) 

 School Council meeting (6.15pm) 

Wednesday 9th November .............. Year 3/4 Swimming 

 Prep 2023 Transition Session 1 (9.15am – 10.45am) 

Thursday 10th November ................ Year 3/4 Swimming 

 Year 5/6 Excursion to Highpoint 

Friday 11th November ..................... Year 3/4 Swimming 

Tuesday 15th November ................. Prep to Year 2 Swimming starts today (Tuesday to Friday this week) 

Wednesday 16th November ............ Prep 2023 Transition Session 2 (9.15am – 10.45am) 

Tuesday 22nd November................. Prep to Year 2 Swimming continues (Tuesday to Friday this week) 

Wednesday 23rd November ............ Prep 2023 Transition Session 3 (9.15am – 10.45am) 

Monday 28th November .................. Pupil Free Day (OSHClub available) 


