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Dear families,  

Working Bee  

Last weekend we unfortunately had to postpone our working bee. The rain was very settled in for 

the morning when we arrived. (Thank you to the Hartigan family who came by later in the day when 

the weather cleared to do some sweeping and weeding!)  

We will now hold our Working Bee on Saturday the 13th August from 9:00 – 12:30pm. Please let Sharon know if 

you are able to come so we can plan.  Working bees are a great opportunity to meet members in our school 

community so hopefully the weather is better next time! 

Supporting Neurodiversity Afternoon Tea 

The very next day, (a particularly beautiful day), we were finally able to host an afternoon tea for families 

supporting neurodiversity. It was almost a year to the day since COVID lockdowns interrupted our last event. The 

wait was worthwhile. I would like to thank Penny Baron and Marisa Magee for hosting this opportunity for parents 

to share some of the challenges and experiences supporting neurodiversity and it also proved to be a great 

opportunity to share resources and contacts of health staff and support groups.  

Marisa and Penny are going to establish a private Facebook group to facilitate ongoing communication and once 

this is up and running we will share some more details. Thank you to the parents who came along and shared 

this opportunity to connect together in support.  

Traffic and Parking 

Greater Western Water are upgrading the wastewater services in the area which involves work on the main 

sewer line along McLister Street. This work will be completed over the coming 5 weeks. This work is not part of 

the development over the road and does not come under the traffic management conditions imposed on the 

builders. Here is what to expect until completion: 

 

This will be an inconvenient time for us, however is unavoidable work that needs to be completed. We ask that 

families are patient as this work is undertaken.  
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Message from the Principal…continued 

Gates at Spotswood Primary  

As we have come in and out of lockdowns over the past two years, we have maintained the practice of keeping 

our gates secure during the school day, gradually being able to open up a bit more. To ensure our school is a 

safe place for all students during the school day, we have streamlined our access arrangements and you will see 

some new signage on our gates.  

COMING TO SPOTTY 

• Gates will be propped open for a brief time in the mornings and afternoons to enable easy access for 

drop off and pick up. 

• During school hours, access to the school will only be through the Blue Gate on Reed Street.  

• During OSHClub hours access to the school will only be through the Yellow Gate on Reed Street.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are installing child proof access latches (similar style to pool gates) and 

we ask all visitors and community members coming in to school to PLEASE 

ENSURE THE GATES ARE CLOSED BEHIND YOU.  

This is important for the safety of all of our students at Spotty.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

…continued on next page  



Message from the Principal…continued 

Assembly   

There will not be an assembly tomorrow (Friday 29th July) as our return to school time may be impacted by the 

House Sports event. We will announce the winner of House Sports next week at assembly. This will enable us 

time to have our House Shield engraved to present to the House Captains! 

Pupil Free Day  

Families are reminded that Thursday 4th August next week is a Pupil Free Day.  

COVID-Safe Measures at School 

We remind families of the current COVID-safe measures in place at Spotswood.  

• Masks indoors are strongly recommended for students in Years 3-6 

• Student masks are available at all times  

• Twice weekly RAT monitoring is encouraged. We will be providing all students with a RAT pack on 

Monday.  

• Hand sanitiser is available in all classrooms 

• Air purifiers are operational in all classrooms, and other spaces throughout the school such as the 

Wellbeing room, OSHClub, office, 3/4 building etc. (Air purifier filters were cleaned in the school 

holidays) 

• Classrooms are cleaned daily 

Operating guidelines for schools have changed so that household contacts are now able to attend school and the 

deep cleaning response to COVID cases is no longer required.  

We ask that families of students in Year 3-6 to support the recommendation to wear masks indoors. We are 

continuing to experience regular reporting of COVID cases and masks have been proven to be an effective way 

to reduce air-borne viruses. 

Jackie Green 

Principal 

Ribbons At House Sports 2022 

It has been three years! We are looking forward to welcoming our P-2 students to their first ever House Athletic 

Carnival tomorrow down at the Newport Athletics track! This year we have streamlined our schedule for House 

Sports from previous years and the P-2 students will be attending for a shortened session than in the past. We 

have all been busily preparing ourselves for the different events we will be doing, practising our bean bag throws 

and our running and jumping over hurdles. 

P-2 Competitor Ribbons 

The focus for P-2 students is about participation and enjoyment. All students that join in with their peers in events 

will receive a ‘Competitor’ ribbon to acknowledge their effort taking part and trying their best.  

Year 3-6 Place Ribbons  

Students in the upper school will be competing for places in our school athletics team to represent Spotswood 

Primary at the District level. Students competing at this level will receive ribbons for 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th place. 

We hope the weather is in our favour tomorrow! 

Mr Lamb 

  



Curriculum Update – Term 3 Week 4 

 Continuous 
reporting 

Prep 

Reading  WALT understand that sequence is important eg; in cooking or planting, and talk 
about steps or events in order 
 
WALT share opinions about the text 

 

Writing  WALT to retell our science works excursion  
 
WALT to understand that narratives have beginning, middle and an end.  

 

Spelling The king is going to sing all of his songs.  

Maths  Number & Algebra Whole Number  

SWPB / 
Respectful 
Relationships  

Stress Management - The Melting Tiger Game 
 

 

Grade 1 / 2   

Reading Light waves (Epic) 

Making Connections 

*make text to text, text to self and text to world connections 

Summarising  

*summarise information in the text, selecting information that is important 

Fluency Fridays 

*read orally with appropriate phrasing, pausing, intonation, word stress and rate 

 

Writing  Information Reports   
*Learn new words and try them out in writing. 
*Read writing aloud to help think critically about voice 
*Choose relevant topics 

 

Spelling th as in thumb  

Maths 
 Shape and Space 

Recognise and classify familiar three-dimensional objects using obvious features  

Recognise and classify familiar two-dimensional shapes using obvious features 

Describe and draw two-dimensional shapes, with and without digital technologies  

Describe the features of three-dimensional objects  

 

SWPB / 
Respectful 
Relationships 

Gender and Identity: Labels are for jars, not for people. 
 

 

Grade 3 / 4           

Reading Mentor Text: My Name is Lizzie Flynn by Claire Saxby 
 
Reading Skills - Inferring Skills 
Introduction to Literature Circles role of Creative Connector. 

• practising roles/skills 

• reading behaviours  
First Chapter Fridays 

• exposing new texts 

• Thinking Tracks reflection 

  

Writing  Genre Focus: Biography  
Punctuation: Brackets  
Grammar: Past v Present Tense 
Word Choice: Replacing ‘then’ 

 

Spelling g making the sound “g” as in giant  

Maths Topic: Financial Maths  
All students will be participating in timetable warm ups for the next few weeks. 
During this topic the students will: 
* Solve problems involving purchases 

 



* Calculate change to the nearest five cents understanding the term rounding  
* Use digital technologies to assist in recognising the relationship between dollars 
and cents 
* Experiment creating a simple financial plan. 

SWPB / 
Respectful 
Relationships 

R.R Topic 3: Positive Coping   
 

Grade 5 / 6           

Reading Mentor Text: Dreaming stories  

• Analysing text features and structure  

• Creating a timeline of events from a text 

 

Writing Genre: Hybrid 
Focus: Generating 

• Developing ideas for a hybrid animal 

• Develop understanding of problem and solution in narrative context 

• Creating a storyboard planner 

  

Spelling Vowel suffix -able  

Maths Number and Algebra: Multiplication and Division (problem solving) 

WALT- Select and apply efficient mental and written strategies to solve problems 
involving all four operations with whole numbers and make estimates 

  

SWPB / 
Respectful 
Relationships 

Gender Norms in early adolescence  
-Students identify the ways in which gender norms can influence boys and girls as 
they enter early adolescence 
-Students identify strategies that some peers and adults may use to reinforce or 
police limiting gender norms 

 

 

Emma Vasilevski 

Assistant Principal 

 

 

What’s Happening in Our Classrooms 

Prep –Busy Week! 

We have had a very busy week in Prep! 

For our inquiry unit ‘Eyes to the Sky’ we have been learning all about weather! This week we looked at Spring 
and we learnt that lots of plants grow and animals are born during this season. On Monday we got to plant our 
very own seeds! We learnt that we needed a cup, soil, a seed, water and sun for our plants to grow. Over the 
next couple of weeks we will be watering our plants and watching them very closely to see how they will grow, 
while filling in our very special plant diaries!  
  



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week we also celebrated our 100 days of school!!!! We are so proud and amazed at all the preps' hard work, 
and all that they have learnt. What an achievement to have had the whole 100 days in the classroom. On 
Thursday we had a fun day, where we all dressed up and did lots of activities around the number 100. The preps 
even got to take home their very own balloons and cookies to celebrate. 

Bridget Sherrin 
Prep S Classroom Teacher 

 

 



   
 

Years 1 & 2 - Scienceworks Excursion 

Last Thursday, the 1/2 students went on an exciting excursion to see the exhibition ‘Illuminate” at Scienceworks, 
as part of our Inquiry unit ‘Light & Sound’. It was absolutely ‘illuminating’ and the students were able to explore 
different activities with sight, light and sound that engaged all the senses. The Light & Shade activity was one of 
the favourites, with students experimenting with different materials to block their shadows. The excursion was a 
big hit with all the students and a huge thank you to the parent volunteers! 

Ruby Cridland 
1/2C Classroom Teacher 
 

       
                  William        River                             Scarlet 
 

 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                     Olivia  



Years 3 & 4 – Biographies 

The grade 3/4s have been working hard this week composing and refining our biographies using the Writing 
Cycle. We have been exploring the lives of many interesting characters including Vincent van Gogh (Alex 3/4K), 
David Attenborough (Finlay 3/4M), Katy Perry (Layla 3/4K) and creator of Minecraft, Markus Persson (Phineas 
3/4M). Before the writing began, students carefully researched their chosen person and created detailed plans. 
We are now in the process of refining our drafts and making them even better. We can’t wait to share the finished 
products with our school community soon!  

Emily Matheson 
3/4M Classroom Teacher 
 

 
 

 

Years 5 & 6 – Researching Native and Foreign Animals 

Building on our knowledge from our excursion to Werribee Zoo last week, the 5/6 students have been 
researching a variety of animals, both native and foreign. We have been looking specifically at the adaptations 
that animals possess and how these features enable them to survive in their natural environment. We will be 
creating a class book based on everything we have learnt so far. 
  



We are excited to continue building our knowledge throughout the term, especially for our final project! 

Sally Uldrikis 
5U Classroom Teacher 
 

     
 

Specialists - Music 

This term in Music students have been learning about the elements of Rock Music. Students in Year 1 & 2 have 
also been learning to play simple melodies on the xylophone. They have learnt to play the songs “Reach up 
High”, “Stepping Up & Stepping Down” and “I Wanna CCC” on the xylophone. Here are some of our Year 1 & 2 
students playing the xylophone: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michelle Papafotiou 
Music Teacher 
  



 

To: 

River J, Odin, Mya, Abhijot, Jack G, Cameron 

Dates To Remember: 

Friday 29th July .......................... House Sports Day 

Tuesday 2nd August ................... Prep Excursion to Scienceworks 

 Year 3/4 Museum Victoria Incursion 

 Year 5/6 Early Harvest Incursion 

 Policy & Curriculum Sub-Committee meeting (5.30pm) 

 Community Engagement & Participation Sub-Committee meeting (6.15pm) 

Thursday 4th August .................. Pupil Free Day 

Friday 5th August ....................... Year 3-6 Choir performing at assembly (3.10pm) 

Winter Jackets for Families in Need 

THANK YOU to families who have donated second-hand warm winter jackets following our call out 2 weeks ago. 

Some of the jackets are already being worn by children who were lining up with their parents last week for 

assistance from the Footscray Reaching Out Service. We are still collecting second-hand jackets if you would 

like to donate them. 

This wonderful community service is being coordinated by Lauren and Markham Johnson and their 3 young 

children, Freddie, Tommy and Sanna. The Johnson family are regulars at the Footscray Reaching Out Service 

and saw a need for warm jackets for children. 

Thank you to Lauren, Markham, Freddie, Tommy and Sanna for passing on pre-loved jackets from our 

community to a community in need. 

Freddie Johnson (Year 1) and his younger 

brother Tommy (Prep 2023) getting ready to 

hand out warm jackets to children in need. 

We are so proud of you!! 


