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Dear families,  

On Wednesday morning I was watching about 30 or so students up on the oval crunching the frost 

that had formed there overnight. It was quite a novelty for them and a reminder that we haven’t had 

such cold mornings for a long time! Thankfully the days have been much nicer and we have been 

able to enjoy our full recess and lunch breaks outside in the sun.  

EVENTS THIS WEEKEND 

We would just like to remind you of two events that are happening this weekend at Spotswood Primary School.  

Saturday 23rd July - 9:00 – 12:30pm   Working Bee 

We will be focusing on general tidiness around the school including:  

- big general sweep up and pick up of branches etc  
- weeding in garden beds around the school  
- mowing nature strips and grass areas (BYO mower if you can) BYO garden gloves 

and shovel (we have some at school too).  
We will have some snacks available at the end of the working bee for those who have worked up an 

appetite! If you are able to attend, let us know via an email to the school or phone call with the number of adults and 

children attending. This will help us plan the tasks we can work on and how many snack platters to arrange! 

Sunday 24th July - 2:00 – 4:00pm  Parent Support Group for Neurodiversity  

A casual afternoon tea will be hosted in the wellbeing room. Is your child is neurodiverse in some 

way i.e. Dyslexia, Autism, have Specific Learning Difficulties (SLD), Sensory Processing 

differences, ADHD or other. Or are you just concerned your child is struggling and you’re not sure 

how to support them? As a parent, it can be isolating and you may not always know where to turn 

for advice, resources, or emotional support. There are many parents in our community at 

Spotswood Primary School who share this journey. This is an invitation to meet other parents and 

make connections with kindred spirits, share experiences, resources, and emotional support. If meeting with a group isn't 

for you but you would like to be in touch via email please let Jackie or Sharon know and they can link you into our email 

loop. The group will be hosted by parents Marisa Magee and Penny Baron, two of our School Councillors, and Jackie 

Green our Principal. This group is being established in the spirit of the current school's focus on student well[1]being with a 

view to planning future gatherings.   

SPOTSWOOD IS 112 YEARS OLD! 

This week our lovely school celebrated its 112th birthday.  When you look at our buildings around the school you 

can almost imagine how our school has grown over time with many periods of architecture represented in our 

different school buildings.  

Did you know that the Spotswood Community House on the corner used to be the caretaker’s residence and the 

school was cared for by Mrs Scott, a war widow who arrived in 1930 with her five young children who all attended 

the school. (And lived in that tiny house!) Back then there were fireplaces to clean and set each morning to keep 

our classrooms warm. The wooden desks required regular varnishing to maintain their condition.  

It is fascinating to think about how much things have changed! 
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PUPIL FREE DAY – Thursday 4th August 

Families are reminded that our next Pupil Free Day will be held on Thursday 4th August. Bookings for care are 

open with OSHClub. It will be a day of professional learning for staff undertaking ‘Cultural Understanding and 

Safety Training’, (CUST). This is training for all schools as part of the Marrung Aboriginal Education Plan and 

aims to build our understanding of Koorie culture, history and experiences and to develop practices that ensure 

culturally inclusive and safe schools.  

 

STAIRS 3/4 BUILDING 

Thank you to our Year 3/4 staff and students for managing a week of entering the building through the back 

doors. We have had the steps and ramp refreshed and repainted as part of ongoing maintenance around the 

school. We look forward to opening the doors back up on Monday! 

 

NAIDOC WEEK 

Our NAIDOC hands look great in the courtyard this week. I took some time to 

read the messages some students had included on their hands. Our mural in 

the courtyard serves as an appropriate backdrop. It was designed and created 

in 2019 by our Year 3/4 students at the time to represent the 6 seasons 

observed by indigenous people to guide their lifestyle and movements to best 

maximise the opportunities for growing, hunting and comfort.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LATE PASSES 

We would like to remind families of our process around lateness to school.  

At 9:00am teachers mark the roll in class and then are focused on teaching their lessons. 

Students who arrive after 9:00am need to come to the office and pick up a late pass so that their arrival can be 

recorded on Sentral. If students arrive after 9:00am to class without a late pass, they will be sent to the office to 

pick one up and have their arrival recorded.  

At 10:00am, any unexplained absences, or unrecorded late arrivals, will activate a text message to families.  

Please support us avoiding these messages by ensuring any late arriving students are sent via the office.  

Or better still, arrive before 9:00am!! 

NOTES ON THE SENTRAL PORTAL 

The Sentral portal has streamlined the process for us collecting permission notes from families for the many 

exciting school events that are happening.  

Please remember that when you get a notification about an upcoming event, there will be a PDF attached with all 

the information about it, including start and end times, what to bring, if parent helpers are required etc.  

We get a sneaky feeling that sometimes, families are giving permission and forgetting to check the PDF carefully 

for all relevant information.  

Jackie Green 

Principal 

 

FIRST FUNDRAISING GOAL ACHIEVED 

You may have read in pervious newsletters; School Council have approved our fundraising goals for 

2022. One of those goals was to allocate money to be spent on new classroom library books for each 

class. This goal has already been achieved!  

On Tuesday night we had Jenny from the Younger Sun Bookstore visit us – along with boxes and boxes 

of brand new, new release books for our teachers to look at. Needless to say, the entire budget that 

was allocated was spent and we look forward to introducing these wonderful new texts to our 

students in the coming days!! 

                  

       



Curriculum Update – Term 3 Week 3 

 Continuous 
reporting 

Prep 

Reading  WALT understand the meaning of words eg said, asked 
WALT to read like we are talk, not like a robot  

 

Writing  WALT to recognise create settings.  
WALT to draw a setting for our character 

 

Spelling You must park the car down here.  

Maths  Number & Algebra Whole Number  

SWPB / 
Respectful 
Relationships  

Problem Solving - Friendly or unfriendly decisions. 
 

 

Grade 1 / 2   

Reading Light waves (Epic)  

Predicting 

*make predictions based on information and illustrations 

*make predictions based on background knowledge and experience  

Solving words 

*use a glossary to learn or check the meaning of words 

 
Making Connections 

*make text to text, text to self and text to world connections 

 

Writing  Information reports  
 

 

Spelling Digraph ze as in sneeze  

Maths 
Shape  
Recognise and classify familiar three-dimensional objects using obvious features  

Recognise and classify familiar two-dimensional shapes using obvious features  

Describe and draw two-dimensional shapes, with and without digital technologies  
Describe the features of three-dimensional objects  

 

SWPB / 
Respectful 
Relationships 

Gender and Identity: Identity: Comparing personal preferences.  
 

 

Grade 3 / 4           

Reading Mentor Text:  
https://iview.abc.net.au/show/convict-kids 
Reading Skills - Comprehension skills  
Introduction to Literature Circles  
role of Super Summariser. 
First Chapter Fridays 

• exposing new texts 

• Thinking Tracks reflection 

  

Writing Genre Focus: Biography  
Punctuation: Commas  
Grammar: Past Tense  
Word Choice: Describing Personal Qualities  

 

Spelling Pattern: 
a making the sound “ar” as in mask 
al making the sound “ar” as in half 

 

Maths Topic: Pattern & Algebra 

• Create, record and describe patterns with objects or symbols 

• Describe a repeating pattern of objects or symbols in terms of a 'number' 
pattern, and identify the third, seventh of twelfth symbol, in the pattern eg  

 

https://iview.abc.net.au/show/convict-kids


• Make connections to and  
generate number patterns using multiples of 3, 4, 6, 7, 8 and 9, eg 3, 6, 9, 12, ... 

• Solve problems that contain missing numbers. 

• recognise, order and represent numbers up to 10,000 and beyond. 
 

SWPB / 
Respectful 
Relationships 

  R.R Topic 3: Positive Coping  
 
 

 
 

Grade 5 / 6           

Reading Mentor Text: 
Dreaming stories 

• Looking at how animals came to be 

• Adaptations to environmental changes 

• Link to environmental changes that we know have happened 

 

Writing Genre: Explanation 
Focus: Composing, Revising and Publishing 

• Focus on using specific and technical language  

• Vary sentence structure  

• Page design using graphics and facts to engage the audience 

• Create a class book 

  

Spelling SA Spelling Test  

Maths 
Number and Algebra: Multiplication and Division  (problem solving) 

WALT- Apply a range of strategies to solve realistic problems and comment on the 
efficiency of different strategies 

  

SWPB / 
Respectful 
Relationships 

From Words to Action 
-Students understand the difference between the terms sex and gender 
-Students understand the difference between the terms same-sex attracted, 
heterosexual and transgender 
-Students identify actions that children and adults can take to contribute to a respectful, 
friendly and inclusive school 

 

 

Emma Vasilevski 

Assistant Principal 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE!  ART SHOW    

 
Our Art Show will be held early next term on  

Thursday 20th October from 5:30pm – 8:30pm.  
We are very excited to be planning a community and fundraising event and the Art Room has 

become extra busy creating beautiful and exciting works to display. We will be calling out for 

more support as the term goes on so keep your eyes on the newsletter for more information. 

But meanwhile, lock this date away. You won’t want to miss the Art, the entertainment and the 

food and drinks.  

 

HELP NEEDED!!!    PLEASE SEND US YOUR OLD NEWSPAPERS!!!! 

Ms Asp is seeking any old newspapers for some of the Art Show creations. Please 

send along to school if you have any at home. Papier Mache i  



 

What’s Happening in Our Classrooms 
 
Prep - Maths  - 2D & 3D Shapes 

 
In maths the preps have been revising their knowledge of 2D and 3D shapes. We have been building 
on our vocabulary of the names of 2D shapes such as square, triangle, sphere and rectangular 
prism. We have also been using words such as sides, edges and corners to describe the features of 
shapes. The preps have also enjoyed playing with some tangram shapes. We have enjoyed the 
challenge of turning and sliding shapes to copy pictures as well as creating our very own tangram 
shape pictures. 
 
Melanie Voigt - Prep V Classroom Teacher 
 
Abigail    Django & Jacob  Georgia   Myles  

 

 
1/2H - Maths  - Money 

 
In 1/2H we have been thinking about shopping! We have enjoyed exploring the Australian coins and 
notes, identifying their features and understanding their value. In these photos you can see how we 
have enjoyed looking through the book club magazines to select five books we would like to buy. We 
ordered the books by value and found out the total price. Perhaps some of these could go on a wish 
list! 
 
Miss Howard 
1/2H Class Teacher 
 
         

 

 

 



 

 

3/4 Inquiry - Voices of the past, present and future 

 
We have been tuning in to our new Inquiry topic investigating the history of First Contact in Australia. 
This topic has sparked many questions and wonderings as we have been exploring this history 
through mentor text picture books, biographies and visual presentations. Lessons begin with a 
Welcome to Country written by different authors. This week we have been exploring and researching 
Aboriginal sacred sites around Australia. 
 

 

 

 

 
    
Sally Vaughan 
3/4 Classroom Teacher 
 
5/6  Werribee Zoo- Introduction to our Unit of Inquiry 

  
On Monday we went to the Werribee Zoo.  We learnt about the adaptations of animals 
around the world, including tigers, wild dogs, camels,gorillas, lions, eland and zebras. We 
also went on the safari bus and saw animals in their natural habitat. We got a behind the 
scenes look at where the Vervet monkeys sleep and play. We attended a koala talk and 
learned that although there are over 700 species of eucalyptus leaves, koalas only eat 40 
types and only 15 types in Victoria.Everyone enjoyed our visit and can't wait to see the 
animals again. 
By Brynn 

 

On Monday the 18th of July the Grade 5/6s headed to Werribee Open Range Zoo to research 
adaptations as part of our Term 3 Inquiry Unit. For our first lesson of the day we headed over 
to a wire fenced cage with log stools inside. Our ranger Georgia, gave us a lesson on skulls. 



She taught us how to identify different adaptations on the skulls and she let us investigate 
them. She then took us behind the scenes of the monkey habitat and showed us their living 
conditions. Afterwards we saw the lions, hippos, African wild dogs and cheetahs. Shortly 
after we went on a safari and viewed many African animals including ostriches, camels, 
zebras, rhinos, elands, bucks and so much more. We then learned about koalas and visited 
the reptiles. The day was heaps of fun and we learned many animal adaptations that will be 
important for us when we create our picture books. 
By Liana 

 

 

 

 

   

   

  
Gabrielle Mullins 
6M Teacher and Learning Specialist 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Specialists 
This week in PE our focus has been on throwing and catching different types of equipment. From 
bean bags to tennis balls, we’ve been throwing them to ourselves, to each other and at targets. Last 
week we were even lucky enough to be throwing underneath a beautiful rainbow (see photo below).  
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Next week we will be getting ourselves ready for the House Athletics Carnival which is taking place 
on Friday down at the Newport Aths Track. We can’t wait to dress up in our house colours and take 
part in a range of track and field events. 

 

 

 

  

 

  

  

 



 

 

Student Awards 

Congratulations to the following students who received an award at assembly today: 

 

Prep S Arielle Mather - for making lots of different pictures using tangram shapes by turning and sliding 
shapes. Keep up the amazing work, Arielle!  

Prep V Django Bryceson - having a happy and positive attitude in the classroom and for always doing his 
best! Well done! 

1/2C George Hurley- having a wonderful start to Term 3 and staying focused during his learning, so he 
can put his best effort in!  

1/2H Flynn Smith  - for creating a fantastic information report about Smartphones, using subheadings 
and interesting facts. 

1/2J Lulu McNally - having a growth mindset, staying focused and applying enormous effort towards her 
writing and reading learning goals.   

1/2P Olivia Ward - making a series of terrific responses to our mentor text Backward Science. 

3/4B Evan Johnson-Smith – for being super focused and working independently to plan your biography 
on ‘The Rock’. I can’t wait to read it! Well done.  

3/4K Dylan Govic - for having a positive growth mindset during Maths, taking risks with his work and 
thinking carefully about the topic of Time. 

3/4M Sebastian Nedinis - for bringing a positive attitude to school every day, and working hard on your 
reading goal this week.  

3/4V Ethan Richards - for always giving everything a go and for the way you treat all of your Spotty 
friends with great kindness and respect.  

5U Fox Wityk - for showing amazing focus and effort when researching animals and their adaptations. 
Keep up the great work! 

6M Angelo Akec- for impressive research about animal adaptations for our Unit of Inquiry. Keep up the 
enormous effort.  

6T Harrison Cranwell - for returning from school holidays with a settled, conscientious and very 
productive attitude. Fantastic stuff Harrison. 

 

 

 

To: 

Zyann, Oliver G, Flynn S, Percy F 


