
  
 
 
 
 
 

Dear families,  

WINTER IS HERE!  

In many of my conversations with families at the moment, the cold mornings and long rainy 
days are at the forefront of most people’s minds! The cold and flu bug going around at the 
moment seems to be particularly nasty and staff and students are often away for up to a 
week as they recover.  

Our student and staff absence numbers have been increasing each week and coupled with the 
extreme staff shortages at the moment, we are presented with a new challenge each day to ensure 
there are enough staff to cover classes. 

What does this mean and how can you help? 

• We ask for your support in understanding that at times we may have to split classes, reduce 
professional learning days for staff. We have also had to cancel professional learning days for 
staff and forgo teachers’ planning release times. 

• If you know your child will be away, please let us know on the Sentral portal at your earliest 
convenience. It is really helpful for us to know early in the morning how many students will be 
away, especially on days we are struggling to find staff. 

• Please do not send your children back to school if they are still unwell. We are seeing how 
quickly an illness can spread through a class and students who are not fully recovered really 
struggle to be back at school. 

• Stay positive as best as you can, we know ongoing sickness in the family can be hard to 
navigate, but know you are not alone. One day earlier this week we had almost 1/3 of our 
school home sick. One class started the day with 5 students here! (until we send some of their 
neighbours in!)  

 
LOTE AT SPOTSWOOD – Have your say!! 

What is LOTE?  

LOTE stands for ‘Languages Other Than English’. Teaching a LOTE is part of the Australian Curriculum and all 
schools are required to include a LOTE in their curriculum.  

At Spotswood Primary there have been several different LOTEs taught over the years, including Serbian, Italian 
and more recently Japanese. Given Ms Jojic’s recent retirement, we are presented with an opportunity to 
reflect on LOTE at Spotswood and consider how we plan our curriculum moving forward.  

There are many things we can include in our consideration such as languages spoken in our school and wider 
community, links it can provide to local secondary schools, and staffing availability.  

We can consider continuing Japanese in our program moving forward. Did you know that part of the reason 
Japanese was chosen was to link with the ‘Engage with Asia’ element of the curriculum? Also there were some 
nice links through the Hobsons Bay Council and their sister city connections with Japan.  
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Did you know AUSLAN could be taught as a LOTE? Or an indigenous language? These both offer strong 
curriculum links and promote inclusivity.  

We would like to seek your input too and encourage you to complete the survey here to provide your thoughts. 
Community feedback will contribute to our discussions with School Council as we plan for LOTE moving forward 
at Spotswood.  

Survey link here:      

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GHFHPYT 

 

WALKATHON 

Our school Captains and House Captains are busy starting to organise our Walkathon which will be held on the 
last day of Term 2.  

We will be sending home a note and sponsorship form next week but please put the date in your diary. Families 
will be very welcome to come along and encourage and cheer! 

We hope to have a sausage sizzle on the day for lunch, we will also be putting out a call for helpers for this. 
Students will be able to dress in house colours and it should be a great day! Weather permitting!! 

 

 

 

 

 

Jackie Green 

Principal 

 



What’s Happening in Our Classrooms 
Prep - Minibeasts Incursion 

This week the preps enjoyed a fabulous Minibeast Incursion with Labcoat Learning! We got to meet Lisa the 
stick insect and we also got to look at lots of different minibeasts through the microscopes! Each student 
visited the Creation Station where they could create their own minibeast or a colourful ‘I’m poisonous- Don’t 
eat me!’ wristband. The preps also got to feed the butterflies! We then wrote about our experience. Here are 
some of their wonderful sentences!  

I liked it because it was interesting - Annabel Prep V.        

I held the exoskeleton - Mika Prep V 

It was really fun holding the butterflies - Jacob Prep V 

I got to scoop up a cricket - Zoe Prep S 

I looked up close to a millipede - Edison Prep S 

I got to hold a butterfly which was drinking - Morgan Prep S 

Melanie Voigt & Bridget Sherrin 

Indie              Annabel, Chloe, River & Nate    Harvey 

                      Angus 

Hendrix & Morgan                                  

                                                                Percy 



   

Year 1/2 

Our grade 1/2s have proven to be incredibly resilient learners during a week that has been beset by a high 
number of student and staff absences. Students have dealt with timetable changes, being split into other 
classes, having teachers other than their own, working with kids from other grades … and through it all, they 
showed a flexible mindset by going with the flow, embracing the changes, and doing their best work despite 
the challenges. Students who were working with teachers who were a bit under the weather have been 
considerate and compassionate. Grade 1/2s, you should all be very proud of the way you’ve conducted 
yourselves this week - your teachers are all very proud of you, too! 

Simon Pollard 

1/2 classroom teacher 

 

 

Alice and Sofia, 1/2H   Tom and Luke, 1/2J 

 

Esme and Edie, 1/2C    Jack and Jack, 1/2P 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 



Year 3/4 

In grade 3/4 this week we have been delving into our understanding of poetry, examining different types of 
poems and challenging the definition of what makes something a poem. On Tuesday and Wednesday, we 
explored a type of poem called the Dylan Thomas Portrait. This is a type of poetry that tries to get people to 
use words in an adventurous way, and each portrait tries to capture the essence of the subject. The poem 
begins with a question (Have you ever…?), and then is followed by adjective/noun or adverb/verb pairs of 
words. It is summed up at the end by a single word. In 3/4M today, we had a go at writing our own Dylan 
Thomas Portraits using picture prompts. Here are a few we chose to share with you!  

Emily Matheson    3/4M  Classroom Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Tilly                                                                            Oliver                                            Finlay 

 

 



Year 5/6 

Baker Boy 

On the 7th of June, the Grade 5/6s went to Hamer Hall to watch a spectacular performance featuring 
Baker Boy. We had some great seats on the high balcony, overlooking the theatre. Baker Boy (aka 
Danzal Baker), began his performance with the song 'Meditjin', meaning Medicine in Yolngu Matha 
language. Some of the other performances included L2R dance group and Halo Vocal Ensemble. At the 
end we got a complimentary snack pack each including a bag of popcorn, an orange juice box, an 
orange poppyseed muffin and a Mars Mar. Everyone had a really positive review of the performance 
and we are really grateful to Baker Boy for letting us listen to his inspiring and catchy music. 

- Liana, Robbie, Evie, Amali, Mason, Maya 

Danzal Baker is a Tolngu Matha indigenous rapper. The Grade 5/6s of Spotty were blown away by all of his best 
tracks, and got the best seats! The performance included a Welcome to Country by the Jigjigs, a.k.a the Willy 
Wagtails. They were followed by the talented dancers, L2R and the Halo Singers! They sang two songs 
beautifully. Baker Boy took to the stage and the kids loved it. Joshua showed some crazy dance moves! Sadly, it 
had to end, but we’ll never forget this amazing day!   

 By Esther  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Visual Art 

The Year 5/6’s have spent the last 4 weeks working on their Radial Geometric Designs. They looked at 
geometric shapes, patterns, symmetry, colour and balance. Students used stained glass window 
designs as their reference to draw their own intricate patterns. 

Designs were drawn on paper first, using a radial template to help with proportions. Then they traced 
their designs on transparency film with black markers. Their designs were flipped, and colour was 
added using sharpies.  

We still have two more steps to this project, which will involve adding a textured plastic on the back 
to give a glass look, and framing them up! 

Well done kids, they look incredible!  

Cindy Asp 

Visual Art and Wellbeing Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

Here is a wonderful opportunity for our students 

to enter the Zart Student Art Show.  

Entries are now open and close on Monday 

18th July.  

Could be a great school holiday project!! 

For more information please see: 

https://zartstudentartcomp.com.au/  

 
 

 

 

 



In Other News… 

Year 5 & 6 Winter Sport 

Our Year 5 & 6 students are playing in the Interschool Sport Round Robin Winter Competition each 
Friday. Students play Netball, Soccer or Tee Ball. Here are the sports reports for Week 6. 

Week 6 (3rd June) 

Netball 
We lost 1-9 against Seaholme Primary last week. They were really good and we tried our hardest. We had a lot 
of passing and defence was really hard because they had a really good attack. Next time we will try and defend 
better.  
 
Leroy & Fox 5U 

 

Soccer 
Mixed Soccer 

On Friday, the soccer team went to Seaholme to play. In the first game only the boys played, but the second 
game was a mixed team because there weren’t enough girls for an all-girls team. When we got on the field 
Spotswood was already winning 6 goals to 2. Although it was very cold everyone tried really hard, and we all 
played so well (AND WE WON!). Well done Spotty. 

Edith 6T 

Tee Ball 
Boy’s Tee Ball 

On Friday we played Seaholme in interschool sports. Their fielding was pretty good overall, and their catcher 
was a good player. A lot of Spotswood’s batters scored runs, with Luca and I hitting homeruns. Oliver and Flynn 
were great fielders – Oliver was in close and got a few runouts and Flynn was excellent in the outfield. The final 
score was 12-15 (we won) and both teams played a good game. 

Rowland 6T 

Girls’ Tee Ball 
Last week, we caught a bus to Seaholme Primary. It was windy and cold but we still pressed through, 
unfortunately there were some people sick at home, that left our team to only five players, but luckily some 
girls were kind enough to leave their sports team and help us out, a huge thanks to Zoe, Andi, Marli, Anja and 
Brynn. The best part of the day was, we won, 15/21. During the game, Lucy improved on her batting and even 
though she was just helping, Andi did really well on her batting as well. Brynn could easily navigate where the 
ball needed to be thrown and when she could get someone out. We only need to win another game this week 
and fingers crossed we will be in the final. 

Zillah Linguey 6M 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Division Cross Country 
Last Thursday a group of 10 students represented our school 
and district at the Division Cross Country finals at President’s 
Park in Werribee. In cold conditions our students ran over a 
course of either 2 or 3 km, with all of them completing the 
course in excellent time, congratulations to all of them on their 
efforts! 
Both Jack Elmore and Max Ilett were able to finish in the top 12 
for their age group and have qualified for the Western 
Metropolitan Region finals that will take place next Thursday at 
Brimbank Park in Keilor. This is a fantastic achievement and we 
wish them both well for the event. 
 

Chris Lamb 

 

 

To: 

George H, Pippa B 

 

Dates To Remember: 

Friday 10th June ..................................... Winter Sport (Years 5 & 6 – Home vs St Mary’s PS, Altona) 

 Badminton (Years 3 & 4) 

 Living & Growing Program (Years Prep to 4) 

 Assembly (3.10pm) – Year 3 to 6 Choir Performance 

Monday 13th June .................................. Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday (no children at school) 

Tuesday 14th June .................................. Finance meeting (5.30pm via Webex) 

 Buildings & Grounds meeting (5.30pm via Webex) 

 School Council meeting (6.15pm via Webex) 

Wednesday 15th June ............................ Maths Olympiad 

 Living & Growing Program (Years 5 & 6) 

Thursday 16th June ................................ Western Metropolitan Region Cross Country Championships 

 Badminton (Years 3 & 4) 

Friday 17th June ..................................... Winter Sport Finals 

 Living & Growing Program (Years Prep to 4) 

 Assembly (3.10pm) 

Monday 20th June .................................. Student reports available on the Sentral Parent Portal 

Tuesday 21st June .................................. Parent/Teacher Interviews (Years 3 to 6) 

Wednesday 22nd June ........................... Parent/Teacher Interviews (Years Prep to 2) 

 Living & Growing Program (Years 5 & 6) 

Friday 24th June ..................................... Last Day of Term 2 (2.30pm dismissal 



Student Awards 

Congratulations to the following students who will receive an award at assembly tomorrow: 

 
Prep S Hendrix Carne - for sharing so many facts about minibeasts during our minibeast 

incursion. Keep up the great learning, Hendrix!  
Prep V Harvey Coxon - having a positive attitude and giving everything a go. Harvey tackles 

everything with a smile and a giggle! Well done! 
1/2C Eve Sliwczynski - focusing and showing persistence when it came to producing her 

persuasive writing advertisement. Well done Eve  
1/2H Molly Mawson -  For always trying her best and being a wonderful friend to her 

classmates 
1/2J Freddie Johnson - for his improved concentration, focus and positive approach to 

learning. 
1/2P Jack Dart - for consistently setting an outstanding example during independenting 

reading. 
3/4B Tadhg Humphries - for having a great attitude towards learning tasks this week and for 

completing some tricky fractions questions. Well done!  
3/4K Emily Cranwell - for working really collaboratively with her partner writing an excellent 

Dylan Thomas Portrait poem and then writing her own about a puppy. Excellent effort 
Emily! 

3/4M Ben Slade - for doing a fantastic job listening and participating in our class discussions 
about poetry this week, and for working hard to apply the new concepts we are learning 
in writing. Super effort, Ben!  

3/4V Esme Suckling - for caring for and including others in the classroom and out in the yard. 
You always treat everyone with great kindness and respect. Thanks for being you Esme! 

5U Orlando Garrett - for writing a descriptive poem about the best part of you, including 
lovely imagery and creative language. Great work! 

6M Evie Bischa- for producing a beautifully written piece linked to our Mentor text- The Best 
Part of Me! Your writing was descriptive and well structured. Well done!  

6T Harrison Cranwell - for being super engaged in all aspects of our Inquiry unit, from 
researching to writing. Your commitment has been infectious to those around you. Well 
done. 

 


