
  

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Families,  

Welcome Back 

Welcome back to Term 2! I hope you enjoyed the break, I have been hearing about lots of 

holiday adventures and activities families were able to engage with these holidays. It was so 

nice to be able to travel and visit museums, events and shows etc. I have spoken to a number 

of families this week who have been returning to their workplaces and I think we have all noticed the traffic 

building up again!  

Updated COVID-Safe Practices for Schools 

There have been some updates to COVID-Safe measures in schools this term.  

FACE MASKS – Face masks are no longer required to be worn in school settings. This applies to students, staff 

and visitors although any who do wish to continue to wear masks may if they wish to do so.  

RAT SCREENING – RAT packs will be provided to support twice weekly screening for the first 4 weeks of term. 

Packs for weeks 1 & 2 are still available, packs for weeks 3 & 4 will be distributed next week.  

Students who had a positive COVID-19 result are not required to undertake RAT screening for 12 weeks after 

their isolation period. 

HOUSEHOLD CONTACTS – Staff and students who are household contacts are no longer required to 

quarantine. They may continue to attend school as long as they undertake RAT screening 5 times during the 7 

day period.  

Families are required to notify the school if a student is a household contact and they will be required to wear a 

mask if they are attending school during this 7 day period (Year 3-6 students). 

VACCINATION REQUIREMENTS FOR VISITORS TO SCHOOLS – Parents, carers and other adult visitors 

(who are not here performing work duties) are no longer required to show evidence of COVID-19 vaccination.  

 

Harmony Day Display 

Last term when we celebrated 

Harmony Day, all students created 

a fish for a school display that is 

now up in our foyer. Have look 

next time you are in the office! 
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Message from the Principal…continued 

Updated Gate Arrangements 

From Monday morning, new gate arrangements will be in place. Gates will continue to be opened in the mornings 

at 8:45am and relocked at 9:00am, with the exception of the blue gate on Reed Street. This gate will now remain 

closed, but unlocked throughout the day. This will make it easier for families and visitors to access the school 

office during the day when required. In the afternoon, the gates will be locked at 4:30pm. 

Assembly 

We will be holding assemblies weekly this term on Friday afternoons. Today’s assembly will include an 

acknowledgement of ANZAC Day led by our school leaders and will commence at 3:10pm. Families are very 

welcome to join us for this assembly.  

Mother’s Day 

Mother’s Day will be celebrated on Sunday 8th May. Next week, students will have the opportunity to create a gift 

for mums and special people in their lives. This activity session will be led by our School Captains. Families are 

asked to contribute $5 per student to cover the cost of materials for this activity. Payment can be made via Qkr or 

by sending $5 cash in a named envelope to the office or class teacher. 

Election Day 

Families will be aware that our Federal election will be held on Saturday 21st May. Our school will be utilised as a 

polling place and we have the opportunity to hold a sausage sizzle and/or cake stall as a fundraising event on 

this day. At this stage we would like to recruit someone (or a small group of someones!) to coordinate this event. 

If you might be willing to take on this role, please contact Sharon in the office to get the ball rolling! 

Jackie Green 
Principal 

What’s Happening in Our Classrooms 

Prep – Writing 

Every Monday the Preps practise writing a recount of their weekend and drawing a picture that matches their 
sentence. This week the students had so many ideas, as they all had fun over the holidays. We have been 
practising starting our sentence with a capital letter, using finger spaces, stretching out the sounds we hear and 
using a full stop. Here are some examples of their amazing writing!  

Bridget Sherrin 
Prep S Classroom Teacher 
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                              Pippa                                                                   Lucy 

 

Years 1 & 2– Maths – Volume and Capacity 

Want young kids to engage with Maths enthusiastically? Just add water! The grade 1/2s have been investigating 
the concepts of volume and capacity this week, with a particular focus on using uniform informal units to measure 
the capacity of a range of vessels. Students experimented with using small, medium and large cups to fill larger 
containers, and were asked to contemplate the pros and cons of each approach, particularly weighing the 
expediency of large cups against the accuracy of small cups. 

Simon Pollard 
1/2P Classroom Teacher 
 

    
         Allegra and Mya                                                     Aubree 

    
         Zoe and Olivia                                              Cora, Jack and Zyann 
  



Years 3 & 4 – ANZAC Day 

This week in Grade 3/4, students have been learning about the meaning and importance of ANZAC Day. As part 
of this process the students created class jigsaws answering questions about different aspects of the history and 
significance of ANZAC Day whilst searching for information around the classroom. Students also watched and 
discussed visual texts that explored Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander involvement, how different people 
choose to commemorate ANZAC Day, what life was like living in the trenches and the use of animals during 
wartime. 

Tracey Kelly 
3/4K Classroom Teacher 

    

  Teddy and Owen      Ava and Isabelle 

 

    

  Alex and Emily Xavier and Ayden 
 

Years 5 & 6 – Guest Speaker from the Australian Army 

Following on from Anzac Day that was commemorated on Monday, the 5/6 cohort had the pleasure of hearing 
from Major Gabrielle Prideaux from the Australian Army. Major Prideaux served in the Army for 30 years as a 
‘digger’ and completed her service in 2017 in the role of Officer. She served in both Afghanistan and Timor-Leste 
during her career and held numerous positions that ranged from a Medic, Signals and Corps Officer and 
Educational Officer. 

Currently, Ms Prideaux is the President of the Spotswood and Kingsville RSL. As a local, family-oriented venue, 
Ms Prideaux warmly welcomes all families (including dogs) and the local community to visit this facility to enjoy 
the play areas, enjoy a sausage sizzle, book a function at the centre or even become a member. Importantly, the 
RSL is a place where the community can gather and support the Veterans.  
  



Below is a collection of photos from the visit, along with some artwork from the 6M cohort about ANZAC DAY that 
will be shared at our School ANZAC Service this Friday.  

Gabrielle Mullins 
6M Classroom Teacher and Learning Specialist    
   

 

 

 

 



                                    

Brynn Hartigan with Major Prideaux’s Service Medals Artwork by Evie Bischa and Liana Taufa 

Specialist – Visual Art 

The Year 1 and 2’s are drawing Tigers in the jungle inspired by French artist Henri Rousseau, who is known for his bold 
jungle paintings. The students are beginning with practice sketches, then moving onto their good copies which will be 
combined with elements of mix media and collage.   

Below are some examples from 1/2 J.  

Cindy Asp 
Visual Art and Wellbeing Teacher  
 

    
Max                    Lulu 
  



     
Isabelle        Zeppelin 
 

In Other News… 

Parent helpers for 5/6 Inquiry unit 

For our Inquiry unit this term, 'Healthy Body, Healthy Mind', the 5/6s are learning about all the ways our wellness 
and well-being can be impacted by a variety of factors. We will be focusing on four main areas: nutrition, physical 
exercise, mental health and social connections. 

We are looking for some parent helpers to come in as 'experts' to talk with the students on each of the topics. If 
you have any skills/special interest in any of these areas, we would love to have a chat with you! We are hoping 
to have these guest appearances in Week 4 (16th-20th May) and they would be a 30-40 minute workshop, with 
full teacher support. We are very happy to discuss some ideas with you so please let any of the 5/6 teachers 
know if you are able to help.  

Thank you,  

Sally Uldrikis, Gabe Mullins and Aaron Turner 

District Cross Country Championships 

The Altona District Cross Country Championships will be held at the JK Grant Reserve, in Altona next Friday, 6th 

May. Congratulations to the 30 students who made the team from the trials held on the last day of term 1. 

The permission note will be available on Sentral today. 

Student Awards 

Congratulations to the following students who will receive an award at assembly: 

Prep H .........Connor Pappelau - working hard during independent reading and for using our new 

strategy of stretching out the sounds in words. Nice work, Connor!  

Prep V .........Georgia Willis - being super focussed during handwriting tasks and for taking her time and putting in 

her best effort. Awesome Georgia! 

1/2C.............Tahli Johnston- doing an amazing job in her writing tasks this week and always using her growth 

mindset to improve her work. 

1/2H.............Alyssa Barclay - for always taking pride in your work and putting in 100% effort. 



1/2J .............Maria Smith-Morales - for demonstrating superstar effort towards her learning and using her growth 

mindset in her reading. 

1/2P .............Allegra - caring for the Spotswood PS environment by picking up rubbish at lunchtime 

3/4B.............Eva Jones - for being a dedicated learner. You have a positive, enthusiastic and mature approach to 

all learning tasks. Keep up the good work. 

3/4K.............Isabelle Gillott -for her positive attitude towards all aspects of school life and working industriously 

and cooperatively with others in group situations. Keep up the wonderful effort Isabelle! 

3/4M ............Milli Sugimoto - For approaching each day with a positive attitude, and putting her best effort into 

her learning activities. Well done Milli! 

3/4V .............Harry Gale - for applying great effort to his learning growth and respecting the classroom 

agreement. You are a star! 

5U ...............Rose Harrold-Bear - for confidently sharing your thoughts during whole class discussions and 

always supporting your classmates. Well done Rose! 

6M ...............Jacob Germantis- for approaching his work with a positive mindset. Keep up the fabulous effort, 

Jacob! 

6T ................Megan Dermody - for returning to school with a wonderfully positive, productive and inclusive 

attitude. Keep up the fantastic work Megan! 

 

To: 

Emme, Hannah, Scarlet B, Morgan, Maddie B, Mallory 

Dates To Remember: 

Friday 29th April ......................................... ANZAC Day Assembly (3pm) 

Wednesday 4th May ................................... Maths Olympiad Competition 2 

Friday 6th May ............................................ Altona District Cross Country Competition 

Tuesday 10th May ...................................... NAPLAN (Years 3 & 5 Writing) 9.30am 

Thursday 12th May .................................... NAPLAN (Year 3 Reading) 9.30am 

Friday 13th May .......................................... Winter Sport Round 1 (Years 5 & 6) – Home vs Altona North PS 

 Year 7 application forms due back at school 

Monday 16th May ....................................... NAPLAN (Year 3 Language Conventions) 9.30am 

Tuesday 17th May ...................................... NAPLAN (Year 5 Reading) 11.30am 

 Finance Sub-Committee meeting (5.30pm) 

 School Council meeting (6.15pm) 

Wednesday 18th May ................................. NAPLAN (Year 3 Numeracy) 9.30am 

 NAPLAN (Year 5 Language Conventions) 11.30am 

Thursday 19th May ..................................... School Photo Day 

 NAPLAN (Year 5 Numeracy) 11.30am 


