
  

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Families,  

Camp 

This week I spent a delightful three days away with our Year 5/6 students on camp at The 

Portsea Camp. We were incredibly fortunate to have ‘Goldilocks’ weather for our camp, not too 

hot or not too cold which enabled us to really enjoy the activities on the beach.  

There are so many things I could comment on to convey how proud we were of our students on camp this week. I 

consistently heard our students speaking to the camp staff with lovely manners, I worked in activity groups where 

students were encouraging and supporting each other. Students helped out with duty groups at meal times, they 

carried equipment around the camp and loaded the bus to come home. Even room inspections were impressive. 

Have a look at this shoe display in one of the cabins! 

 

For staff, camp is a unique opportunity for us to spend time with your children in a more relaxed and social 

setting and we enjoyed all getting to know each other in a different way. I would like to acknowledge and thank 

staff for leaving their own families at home for three days to ensure our students could have this experience. 

HARMONY WEEK & WORLD DOWN SYNDROME DAY  

Tomorrow, Friday 25th March, we will be celebrating Harmony Week & World Down Syndrome Day with the 

theme ‘Everyone Belongs’. We encourage students to wear orange as a symbol of inclusivity, acceptance and 

belonging. We will also acknowledge Down Syndrome Day by wearing odd, coloured socks. Our Harmony Day 

celebration will include activities in our classrooms and an assembly where we will showcase the day’s activities. 

Please feel free to join us for assembly at 3:15pm.  

Students are invited to bring a gold coin contribution and the funds raised will be donated to the following two 

organisations: 

Down Syndrome Victoria - an 
organisation who works in 
partnership with our school  

 

WWF Australia to support care for 
animals affected by the floods.   
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Message from the Principal…continued 

Do You Need to Leave Early? 

We have noticed lately that an increasing number of students are being picked up early from school, often 

between 2:30 – 3:30pm. We understand that there will be times where this is necessary for an appointment, but 

we are also being told it is for a ‘rest before sport practice’ or to ‘beat the traffic’.  We ask parents to reconsider 

this mindset about the end of the school day as students then miss the end of day wrap up of the lessons and it 

is becoming quite disruptive at the office collecting a steady stream of students to bring out of class.  

School Family Picnic – Tuesday 5th April 4:30pm-6:30pm 

Save the Date!  

We are delighted to invite our families to join us for a ‘BYO everything’ picnic here at school for staff and families. 

We will set up on the Reed Street side of the school and it will be a very informal affair giving our community a 

chance to come together in an outdoor space to meet our newest families and reconnect with our established 

families. We hope you can make it! 

COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic 

Today we emailed all families to let you know that there will be COVID-19 vaccination pop-up clinic visiting our 
school on Tuesday 29th March from 3:30pm – 7:00pm.  

It will be held in the Wellbeing Room.  

Expert clinical staff will be there to provide the Pfizer vaccine to children, their families including parents, 
grandparents and siblings. We encourage you to take advantage of this opportunity to receive your vaccinations 
in a familiar setting.  

The clinical staff will also be happy to answer any questions you might have about vaccination and they 
understand if you want more time to think about it and choose not to get vaccinated that day.   

This is an opt-in clinic only.  

If you missed the email and would like the information resent, please don’t hesitate to contact us on 9391 1323 
and we can send it to you. 

Jackie Green 
Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



What’s Happening in Our Classrooms 

Prep – Inquiry/School Matrix Values 

In our Prep classrooms this week we have been exploring how to be safe at school. We have 
been learning all about our safety mascot Sora Snail and all of the things she teaches us 
about how to be safe at school, both inside the classrooms and outside at playtimes. This 
learning also links in with our ‘All About Me’ inquiry unit as we explore our role in keeping 
ourselves and others safe at school. The Preps have become experts at being safe at school 
by following Sora’s lead to do things like push in our chairs, walk inside the classroom, take 
care of each other, stay inside the school fence etc. Keep up the great work Preps! 

Melanie Voigt 
Prep V Classroom Teacher 

   

       Chloe Jess 

 

   

       Luke Django 

 

Years 1 & 2– Intercultural Capabilities 

This week in 1/2 in Inquiry, we are learning about intercultural capabilities. This unit coincides perfectly with 
Harmony week, as we are learning to celebrate our cultural diversity within the classroom and Australia. The 
students created their own paper doll to represent something special about themselves or their culture. On 
Friday, the whole School will be celebrating Harmony week with the theme ‘Everyone Belongs’.  

Ruby Cridland 
1/2C Classroom Teacher 



         

 
                        Brooke Jack and Edie 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Years 3 & 4 – Inquiry 

During our Inquiry Topic ‘Healthy Body, Healthy Mind’ the students in Grade 3/4 have been researching all about 
what we need to make our bodies and our minds healthy. During this lesson the students were investigating the 
benefits of being physically active and the effects fitness and physical activity has on their bodies and their 
brains.  

Georgia discovered that physical activity ‘helps the brain focus.’ 

William learnt that physical exercise helps to develop ‘good bones and a flexible body.’ 

Olivia wrote that it helps develop ‘coordination and skill development.’ 

Tracey Kelly 
3/4K Classroom Teacher 
  



 

              Sonny, Thomas and Xavier Ava and Emily 
 

  

                    Wilco and Jack  Alex and Ava 

 
Years 5 & 6 – Camp  

The 5/6 cohort along with 6 staff had the pleasure of enjoying the sunshine and fresh air at Portsea Camp early 
in the week. It was most certainly a memorable occasion as we embraced so many fabulous activities and dined 
on delicious food. The night walk provided an opportunity to use torches and explore the local pier, where 
fishermen eagerly showed us their catch. The beautiful sunsets provided a perfect backdrop for the end of our 
busy days and for making new connections with friends. Below are several highlights from our students. 

Gabrielle Mullins 
6M Classroom Teacher and Learning Specialist 

This week, we went to Portsea Camp. My two highlights on this trip would need to be when, on the first day at 
Portsea, we went down to the pier, and then a nearby playground and played with our torches. I also enjoyed it 
when, on the second day, we went down to the beach. We went in the afternoon, and we played in the water and 
on the sand. The trip was really fun and I really liked the food.  
By Gilbert Wright 

On Monday 21st to Wednesday 23rd of March the 5/6s went to camp. We had a good time with all our activities. 
The second day was a fun and busy day including the giant swing and surf lifesaving. In our free time most of us 
headed to the Gaga pit to play gaga ball, another highlight was the giant swing which stood at about 18m high. 
Overall camp was fun, the food was decent and we had a nice time. 
By Liana Taufa 
  



On the 21st of March the Grade 5/6s went on a bus to Portsea camp. I was in group two and in Nepean cabin 
with Megan, Zara, Brynn, Esther, Marli, Zoe and Andi. We had a room inspection on the second day and at 
dinner, the teachers announced that our cabin had won - we won two lollies each! It was our very straight line of 
shoes at the front of our cabin that got us our win. The activities were surf lifesaving games, giant swing, team 
building, sand castle building and scooters. My favourite was the giant swing. It was 18 metres high and lots of 
fun. Overall, the camp was fun and I had a good time. 
By Maya De Graaf 

My two favourite highlights were playing Gaga ball and the night walk. Gaga ball is a game where you go into an 
octagon shaped pit and try to hit the ball below people’s knees to get them out. My other highlight was the night 
walk to Portsea Pier during sunset. On the night walk we saw people catching fish and we also went to the park 
in the dark. 
By Robbie Virk   

When we first arrived at camp we found our dorms and got ready for the activities of the day. I was in group 3 

and we did Scooters, where we rode around and did relay races after an afternoon tea of watermelon and a 

Zooper Dooper. We then went down to the beach to do surf lifesaving games where we played tug of war, limbo 

and a scavenger hunt. In the hour of free time we got to set up our dorm for camp. After dinner everyone went on 

a night walk down to the pier where we then made our way to a playground. The first activity for the next day was 

the Giant Swing. Most of the group went to the top. We did some team building activities such as, human knot, 

the tarp and lily pads. In the sand castle building activity we made forts and castles and decorated them with 

seashells we found on the beach. On the last day of camp we went on an offsite walk to Point Nepean and then 

got on the bus back to school. 

By Zillah Linguey 

 

   

 

 

 



 

  

   

 
 

 

  

 

 



   

   

 

Specialist – Wellbeing 

In Wellbeing, our lessons always begin with ‘deep belly breathing’ or ‘diaphragmatic breathing' - we also call this 
mindful breathing where we concentrate on nothing else but our breath. This type of breathing slows the heart 
rate and can lower or stabilise blood pressure. It also helps with greater body awareness and brings about a 
sense of calm and relaxation, which helps to reduce stress in the body. Throughout the year we will practise 
different breathing techniques in the aim of becoming ‘master breathers’! 

Cindy Asp 
Wellbeing Teacher 
 

       
     Prep V deep belly breathing with soft toys at their belly.          Prep V deep belly breathing with soft toys and big smiles.  
 

  



In Other News… 

Summer Sport 

Last Friday the Year 5 & 6 students played their fourth round of interschool sport against Seaholme Primary 

School. 

Here are the sports reports. 

Basketball: 

So last Friday we went up against Seaholme and we won by a lot, but Seaholme still showed great 

sportsmanship. Good game Seaholme! - Charli Barber 

Volleyball: 

Last Friday we played Seaholme. They won, but we still had a really fun time. They won 2 sets and we won 1 set. 

It was a close game throughout most of the sets. Their players were much taller, but we had some very good 

servers on our team - Griffin Leevers and Leo James 

Tennis: 

It started off well and the games were fun. It was quite easy and we had to keep telling them where to serve from. 

But it was so much fun. It’s not about winning. Some schools are better than other schools, but we just like 

having fun playing the game – Lucy Gale and Annabelle Mather 

Student Awards 

Congratulations to the following students who will receive an award at assembly tomorrow. 

Prep S .........Pippa Boothroyd - working hard to learn her letters and sounds and putting lots of 

effort into her work. Well done, Pippa. 

Prep V .........Oliver Ung - working hard to create patterns using colours and shapes. Excellent work Oliver! 

1 / 2 C..........Angus Creaney - for putting in an amazing effort into his Inquiry tasks and giving everything a go. 

Well done Angus!  

1 / 2 H..........Gus Turner - for keeping our school clean and tidy and looking after our gardens. Thank you! 

1 / 2 J ..........Isabelle Napier - for always treating her classmates with respect, being a supportive friend and 

working well with peers in group tasks. 

1 / 2 P ..........Kit Burdeu - for putting huge effort into his literacy activities all week. Fantastic work, Kit! 

3 / 4 B..........Seth Miller – challenging himself during maths to solve complex multiplication worded problems. 

Keep up the great work Seth! 

3 / 4 K..........Mallory Mackie - for always participating in all of our activities and working patiently with others. 
Keep up your amazing effort Mallory! 

3 / 4 M .........Liam Boyer - for orthographic mapping his SMART spelling words with accuracy. Well done Liam! 

3 / 4 V ..........Annalise Green - for always showing respect towards your learning by applying great effort and 

taking care to present your work in a beautiful way. Go Annalise! 

5 U ..............Leroy Spiteri-Caird - for having a positive mindset during all camp activities and being a great friend 
to your cabin mates. Amazing! 

6 M ..............Arutha Soussan - for embracing camp with a growth mindset and celebrating his involvement in all 
activities. It was fabulous to see you achieve success and watch you smile. 

6 T ...............Emily Peterson - for having a wonderful attitude during all aspects of camp, including being helpful, 
making new friends and having a growth mindset. Well done! 



 

To: 

Scarlett L 

Dates To Remember: 

Friday 25th March...................................................Year 5 & 6 Interschool Sport (Away vs St Mary’s PS Altona) 

 Harmony Day & World Down Syndrome Day (gold coin donation) 

 Ride To School Day 

Tuesday 29th March ...............................................School Council meeting (6.15pm) 

 COVID-19 Pop Up Vaccination Clinic (3.30pm-7pm) 

Wednesday 30th March ..........................................Year 1/2 Excursion to Footscray 

Friday 1st April .......................................................Summer Sport Finals 

Tuesday 5th April....................................................School Family Picnic (4.30pm-6.30pm) 

Friday 8th April .......................................................Last Day of Term 1 (2.30pm dismissal) 

Tuesday 26th April..................................................First Day of Term 2 


