
  

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Families,  

It is an incredibly busy time at school at the moment. So busy in fact that we didn’t get a 
newsletter out last week! Please enjoy this bumper edition with two weeks of content! 

 
Prep Transition 

With great delight we welcomed our 2022 preps for their first transition session this week. It is one of our 
favourite times of year and we really enjoy meeting our new Spotty kids. There are many familiar faces in next 
year’s group with a number of siblings excited to join their big brothers and sisters here. We will be holding two 
more transition sessions over the next few weeks.  

 

Music To My Ears 

I stopped on my way through the courtyard today and listened to 
a group of students who were practising reading music and 
keeping a beat with some percussion instruments. It is lovely to 
see our music program in action now that we are back onsite at 
school.  

 

 

2022 Classes  

As we head into the second half of Term 4, we will be starting our plans for next year’s classes. Over the coming 
weeks will be developing our 2022 class groups. A number of factors are considered during this process and staff 
give considerable thought over several meetings factoring in the needs of all students. Our aim is to develop 
classes with a balance of social, academic and behavioural considerations so that each class is an optimal 
learning environment.  

Students will also be involved in this process, each year we ask students to nominate 5 other students that are 
good learning partners for them. These may not always be their best ‘play time’ friends, we talk about how 
sometimes our best friends can distract us from our learning! As classes are developed, students will be placed 
with at least one of their nominated learning partners. We also talk about the new class being an opportunity to 
meet and learn with new friends.  

Parents are advised that if you have any specific considerations regarding your child’s social or learning needs 
that we may not be aware of to let me know in writing and every effort will be made to consider this as part of our 
process. This information will need to be received by Friday November 19th. We ask families to understand that 
this is not a request process, it is an information sharing process and that there are many variables to consider in 
the development of classes. Please also be aware that requests for specific teachers are not possible.  
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Message from the Principal…continued 

Staffing allocations for next year are currently being finalised as we work through our staffing processes. 

Students will have a ‘Step Up Session’ with their 2022 class and teacher later this term on December 7th. Classes 

are finalised at this point and changes will not be possible. 

Family Payments 

Family payments for 2021 included an essential items amount and an upfront excursions payment. The upfront 
excursion payment amount was estimated based on our planned events for this year. As the year has unfolded, 
many events have been postponed, rescheduled and at times cancelled. This includes our Swimming Program. 

Now that we know what events we will actually be holding this year, Sharon is working through each individual 
family’s account to balance the payments and charges. At the completion of this process we will be able to email 
each family and let you know if your account is in credit, or if a payment is still required.  

As you may appreciate, this in one process of many that is happening at school at the moment and we ask that 
you wait for the email from Sharon before inquiring about your account status. 

Jackie Green 

Principal 

Curriculum Update – Term 4 Week 7 

 Continuous 
reporting 

Prep 

Reading  WALT: Reread sentences to problem solve 
WALT: Sustain momentum through an entire short text 

 

Writing  Recount 
Handwriting 
Persuasive 

 

Spelling The queen had so much fun on her holiday.  

Maths  Statistics and Probability -Data Representation & Interpretation  
 

SWPB / 
Respectful 
Relationships  

Topic 6 - Help Seeking 
How to ask for help 

 

Grade 1 / 2   

Reading Mentor Text: Welcome to Country  
Synthesizing 
*talk about the lesson that the story teaches 
*discuss different texts on a similar topic and identify their similarities and 
differences 
Connections 
*make text to text, text to self and text to world connections 
*make connections to other areas of study 
Fluency 
*adjust to read parts in a readers theatre script or play 

 

Writing Cycle focus: Revising/Publishing 
Genre focus: Narrative 
6+1 craft trait: Voice/Presentation 
 
Editing narrative, with a focus on voice and word choice, and then explore 
ways to present a narrative 

 

Spelling ‘i-e’ as in kite  

Maths Pattern and Algebra  

  



SWPB / 
Respectful 
Relationships 

Problem solving: 
• Students predict possible outcomes in a range of 
problem situations 
• Students think of possible options to solve problems 
• Students consider the positives and negatives of a range 
of choices available in a problem situation 
• Students identify what they think the best option would 
be in a problem solving situation 

 

Grade 3 / 4           

Reading  Deepening our questioning skills. 
 

 
 

Writing  Genre focus: Letters  
Mon: Generate ideas 
Tue: Make a great start 
Wed: Use paragraphs appropriately 
Thu: Improve our sentences with expanded noun phrases 
Fri: Improve our editing skills 

 

Spelling a as in ant  

Maths Financial Maths  

SWPB / 
Respectful 
Relationships 

Specialist lessons in the Wellbeing Room  
 

Grade 5 / 6           

Reading Mentor Text 
‘Dry’ class novel  
WALT: Build disciplinary knowledge by making connections through a wide 
range of books. 

 

Writing  WALT: Make a LAP BOOK about a Natural Disaster 

-understand that this style of writing is a visual representation of interesting 
facts about a specific subject  
 

 

Spelling  Focus: digraph /ou/ as in ‘house’  

Maths 
 Statistics & Probability: Chance  

SWPB / 
Respectful 
Relationships 

Specialist lessons in the Wellbeing Room  
 

Emma Vasilevski 

Assistant Principal 
 

 

 

What’s Happening in Our Classrooms 

Prep – Procedural Texts (Week 5) 

Preps have been exploring procedural texts within our Reading and Writing lessons. We have really enjoyed the 
story ‘How To Wash a Woolly Mammoth’. It is such a fun story and a great example of how a procedural text 
works. We found that the order of instructions is very important in a procedural text, and that the layout looks 
different to when we write a story. We wrote our own procedural text, based on the story, listing what a person 
needs before beginning to wash a woolly mammoth and then what each step would be. Look how well our Preps 
did! 

Rebecca Howard 
Prep H Classroom Teacher  



 

Mya  Kingston 

 

    

Dante        Alyssa 

Prep - Numeracy – Sharing (Week 6) 

This week the Preps have been learning about sharing a number between two - making two equal groups. We 
have used teddies, counters and drawing to show our mathematical thinking and importantly the students have 
been encouraged to articulate and talk about their problem solving. The students have made lots of connections 
to prior learning, including odd and even numbers, addition and subtraction. Well done Preps!! We are always so 
proud of your learning!  

Leticia Atkinson 
Prep/1A Classroom Teacher 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Years 1 & 2 – Identifying Strengths & Developing Goals (Week 5) 

The 1/2 students have been reflecting on their growth this year and how much they have all improved. This week 
students have identified their strengths in Reading and in Mathematics and developed goals suited to their own 
learning needs. Students have picked a reading goal that they will work on with a focus on either comprehension, 
accuracy, fluency or vocabulary. In Maths, they have developed skip counting goals and have loved making 
hopscotches to practice their goals! 

Nicole Janosevic 
1/2J Classroom Teacher 

 
  



Years 1 & 2 – Fractions (Week 6) 

This week during Mathematics the Grade 1/2 students have been exploring fractions of collections and using 
fractions in real life situations. The students really enjoyed trying to work out how to use fractions to measure 
where to hang a hook on a door, find fractions of sports equipment to hand out and work out half of a large 
amount of ‘chocolate’ (really just blocks!). 

Tracey Kelly 
1/2K Classroom Teacher 

       
 

 
 

Years 3 & 4 – Building Stamina (Week 5) 

As our amazing 3/4s transition back to onsite learning, we’ve been focusing on building up our stamina (for 
students and teachers!) and giving ourselves lots of brain breaks and movement moments, to make sure we all 
stay healthy and happy. 

In between re-establishing our classroom rules and routines, we’ve been outside exploring our new playground, 
bonding through team games or just enjoying our fruit snack in the sun. We’ve also been squeezing in a bit of 
low-tech fun, because our eyes need a break from months of screen time! 

As we get back into the swing of things, and as our days get warmer, we’ll be trying to spend a bit of our lesson 
time each day en plein air - so make sure you bring your hat and slip, slop, slap. 

3/4s, you’re adjusting so well to school life again. Thanks for being so caring, resilient and enthusiastic, and just 
so much fun! 

Taryn McCamley 
3/4M Classroom Teacher 

 



     
3/4M enjoys their snack outside        Orla 

 

  
Lego rules     Wilco and Jayden 
 

 
We love parachute games! 
  



Years 3 & 4 – Financial Maths (Week 6) 

This week has seen grade 3/ 4’s delving into the world of Financial Maths. They have been applying a variety of 
maths strategies when exploring and solving real world problems. 

A favourite activity this week was a maths game where students completed a timed challenge where they had to 
identify currencies and pass on the values to the next person. They had a great time and are working towards 
setting a new class time trial.  

Melinda Sokor 
3/4J Classroom Teacher 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Years 5 & 6 – Independent Reading (Week 5) 

It has been an absolute pleasure having the Year 5/6s (as well as the rest of the classes, of course!) onsite at 
school once again in what feels like eternity. The students have returned to school with such a wonderful attitude, 
determined to make the remainder of the year as positive and as memorable as possible. Of course, having 
spent such a long time at home and out of the school setting, the main focus of the last few days has been all 
about re-establishing our learning routines and building our stamina. 

We have enjoyed getting back into the rhythm of all aspects of school immensely, but Independent Reading has 
pleasingly been the greatest hit for 5/6T. 

Aaron Turner 
5/6T Classroom Teacher 

        
 

 

Years 5 & 6 – Making a ‘Dragon’s Eye’ (Week 6) 

The students in Grade 5 and 6 had a wonderful time this week participating in our reading activities and getting 
creative with making their very own ‘Dragon’s Eye’. After reading and engaging with the text ‘Ellie’s Dragon’, the 
class had a really meaningful discussion about children’s imagination and creativity. 
  



We all agreed with the meaning and message behind the book, about growing and changing and how the 
cherished imagination of childhood can sometimes disappear as children get older. However, imagination will 
always be something that is held onto by generations to come. 

Ruby Cridland 
5/6C Classroom Teacher 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specialist – Music (Week 5) 

It has been wonderful to see all the students back again at school! This week the year 3’s and 4’s have been 
learning to read and play rhythmic patterns. They worked in small groups and practised reading and playing 
rhythmic patterns using percussion instruments. Some students performed the rhythmic patterns to the class.  

Here are some students from 3/4B practising their groups. 

Michelle Papafotiou 
Music Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



   

Specialist – PE (Week 6) 

This week in PE we have been learning about two different types of Football. 

Our Preps and 1/2s have begun a unit focussed on the skills of AFL, including marking, gathering ground balls 
and handballing, with some kicking to come next week. 

 

       

Our 3/4 and 5/6 students have just finished a series of lessons focussed on the game the rest of the world call 
Football. Our soccer unit culminated this week with a full pitch game out on the oval where students put into 
practise all of the skills we have been working on for the last few weeks. We saw some great skills and teamwork 
from all grades. 

Chris Lamb 
PE Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



In Other News… 

Student Awards (Week 5) 

Congratulations to the following students who received an award this week. Students will be 

presented with their awards in class next week. 

Prep H .........Kingston La - for always having lovely manners and showing respect to others. 

Prep V .........Charli Welsh - for being a kind, caring and considerate classmate who happily helps others and 

makes sure everyone is included. Such a big kind heart Charli! 

Prep/1A .......Benjamin Maher - for being such a kind friend and coming to school ready to learn!  

1 / 2 J ..........Jack Power - for being able to identify his strengths and for the effort and determination he puts 

into every lesson to improve in his learning. Well done Jack! 

1 / 2 K..........Flynn Ramsey-Brown - for thinking really carefully about the sounds in the words he is writing and 

finishing a wonderful story about a dog and a shark. Fantastic effort Flynn! 

1 / 2 P ..........James Townsend - for having such a positive attitude to his handwriting practise. Well done, Jim! 

1 / 2 U..........Olivia Rotteveel - for always being an amazing role model in the classroom and respectfully 

demonstrating her turn taking skills when talking with others. What a star! 

3 / 4 B..........Seth Miller - for demonstrating fantastic independent work skills and for being a great partner in 

Inquiry. Well done Seth! 

3 / 4 J ..........Isabelle Gillott - for your incredible effort in maths and writing. You consistently put your best foot 
forward and give all tasks a red hot go. You're a superstar Izzy! 

3 / 4 M .........Wilco Lowndes - for giving every lesson a go, for listening carefully in class, and for being resilient 

with his learning. Wilco, I’m looking forward to seeing what you achieve this Term! 

5 / 6 C..........Liana Taufa - for her positive attitude towards her learning and for setting a fantastic example for 
her classmates. Great work Liana. 

5 / 6 M .........Lilliana Gillard - for working conscientiously on her Inquiry summative Lap Book. Congratulations 
on your consistent efforts in creating a wonderfully informative resource. 

5 / 6 T ..........Logan Cahill - for being positive and enthusiastic throughout our return to onsite learning; 
displaying consistent optimism, and always supporting his classmates. Thanks Logan! 

Student Awards (Week 6) 

Congratulations to the following students who received an award this week. Students will be presented with their 

awards in class. 

Prep H .........Alyssa Barclay - for producing an amazing piece of procedural writing about ‘How to read a book’. I 

am so proud of you! 

Prep V .........Hallie Slatkin - asking questions during maths tasks to improve her understanding and working well 

in small groups with her peers. Well done! 

Prep/1A .......Allegra - putting your all into your writing! You are a superstar writer Allegra! Look at you go! 

1 / 2 J ..........Milli Sugimoto - for enthusiastically participating in all class discussions, being a role model for her 

peers and for trying her best in Reading and Writing!  

1 / 2 K..........Finn Thompson - for his positive attitude towards Writing and working really hard to write the 

beginning of an interesting ‘Choose Your Own Adventure’ story independently. Fabulous writing 

Finn! 

1 / 2 P ..........Millie Boothroyd - for putting a huge effort into her spelling; both in her test, and her writing work. 



1 / 2 U..........William Howard - for practicing his reading fluency and using great expression when characters are 

talking. You’re like a storyteller! 

3 / 4 B..........Fox Wityk - for excellent commitment while reading (and finishing!) The Big Book of Tashi. It was 

great to see you so focused during reading! Well done.  

3 / 4 J ..........Ava Stirling - consistently displaying an excellent and responsible attitude to all her learning. Ava 
puts 100% into all her work! 

3 / 4 M .........Eva Jones - for bringing focus and enthusiasm to all of her lessons, and for being a caring and 

supportive member of 3/4M. You make our classroom an awesome place to be, Eva! 

5 / 6 C..........Greta McColl - for her fantastic effort in all aspects of her learning and in particular, the amazing 
work so far for her Inquiry task. Great work Greta.  

5 / 6 M .........Jack Elmore- for demonstrating enormous growth in the recent assessment for Mathematics. You 
should be very proud of your efforts. Well done, Jack! 

5 / 6 T ..........Frankie Dunne - by showing a willingness to ask questions and challenge herself through all 
aspects of learning, but particularly during our Inquiry and Maths units. Keep up the great work 
Frankie. 

 

To: 

Leda, David, Ben T, Harriet, Dorcas, Rinka, Kael, Kingston, 
Ava S, Thomas L, Lasika 

 

Dates To Remember 

Wednesday 17th November ............ Prep 2022 Transition – Session 2 

Thursday 18th November ................ Year 5/6 Excursion to IMAX Theatre 

Friday 19th November ..................... Prep Breakfast 

Tuesday 23rd November ................. Finance Sub-Committee meeting (5.30pm) 

 School Council meeting (6.15pm) 

Wednesday 24th November ............ Prep 2022 Transition – Session 3 

Thursday 25th November ................ Year 1 Night of Fun 

Friday 26th November ..................... Year 3/4 Excursion to the Sun Theatre 

Wednesday 1st December .............. Year 1/2 Excursion to the Melbourne Museum 

The above excursions are on the Sentral Parent Portal. Please provide permission for your child to attend as soon as 

possible to assist us with planning. 


