
  

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Families,  

Happy Father’s Day 

As we head into the weekend we want to wish all the Dads and other special people in our school 

community a Happy Father’s Day. For many of you, this past year has included a greater 

emphasis on supporting remote learning at home and we are grateful to all. We hope you are able to enjoy some 

special treatment on the weekend.  

We remind families that a ‘Father’s Day making kit’ is available for pick up tomorrow morning between 9:30am – 

10:30am (if you are unable to come at this time, please call the office and we can make a time that suits you). 

There will also be a video in the Google Classroom tomorrow with instructions showing how to make Dad this 

gift.  

A Wellbeing Resource 

Last week paediatrician Dr Anthea Rhodes from the Royal Children’s Hospital Melbourne held a Facebook Live 

session titled ‘Supporting children’s mental health during the pandemic and beyond.’ The session runs for about 

an hour and addresses many common questions parents have, including a focus on the challenges of managing 

remote learning, worry about their children falling behind and supporting increased anxiety during this time. 

Families may find the following recording helpful.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1DizMUOeng 

They also have a great podcast called RCH Kids Health Info which addresses similar topics and more.  

Wellbeing Wednesdays 

We were really pleased to see so many students engage with 

our ‘Wellbeing Wednesday’ activities in the Google Classroom 

yesterday and we will be including these each week. 

Yesterday the Year 3-6 students were thinking about positive 

emotions and describing when they feel this way. Here is a 

great example! 

NAPLAN 

Earlier this year our students in Year 3 and Year 5 participated in NAPLAN and this week we received our 

school’s results. All schools receive comprehensive data sets that are useful to us in evaluating our curriculum 

programs and assessment approaches and helps us to set future directions for school improvement. The data we 

receive also helps us analyse each student’s NAPLAN data to inform individual learning plans and target the right 

interventions for those who may need some extra support in their learning.  
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Message from the Principal…continued 

We are pleased to provide a snapshot of our results here which shows our overall school results compared to the 

National minimum standards. Our results this year are very strong overall. Given the disruptions to on-site 

learning and the impact of the pandemic over the past 18 months, this provides us with a high level of 

reassurance that our curriculum program and approach to tracking and supporting student learning is sound.  

 Above National 
Minimum Standard 

At National Minimum 
Standard 

Below Minimum 
Standard 

Year 3    

Reading 93% 3% 4% 

Writing 100% 0% 0% 

Numeracy 84% 16% 0% 

Year 5    

Reading 94% 6% 0% 

Writing 86% 6% 8% 

Numeracy 91% 6% 3% 

We also want to acknowledge the contribution of our families throughout this time in supporting learning at home. 

There will be some students who have been more affected by the disruption of lockdowns, and we will continue to 

support these students through our intervention programs more intensively when school returns.  

We remind families that NAPLAN is a snapshot of your child’s performance on an academic test on a few particular 

days, and it does not recognise the many other attributes that make everybody a somebody here at Spotswood. 

Our students are kind, they are artistic, they are sporty, they are inquisitive and generous. Our students are funny, 

they try hard, they dance well and they are great cooks. We encourage you to view your child’s NAPLAN result as 

one aspect of who they are, whilst celebrating the many other amazing qualities they possess.  

We anticipate being able to email NAPLAN reports to families on Monday, followed by a hard copy in the post.  

Pre-Service Teachers 

Many of our families may have met some of our pre-service teachers in the class WebEx’s over the past few 

weeks. We are currently supporting 5 student teachers who are in the final year of their course, hoping to 

graduate and teach a class of their own somewhere in 2022.  

This is certainly a challenging time for them to undertake their teaching rounds, but we are pleased to be able to 

include them in our program at this time and foster their learning experience. If you see them over your child’s 

shoulder during a WebEx, please feel free to send a friendly wave! 

School Events, Incursions, Camps, Swimming Programs etc. 

I’m sure families will understand and appreciate the challenges of planning ahead at the moment and juggling our 

school calendar of events. We are making considered choices about what we can postpone effectively and what 

we may need to refocus as an online event. 

We will do our best to maintain as much as we can, in fact today we let our Year 5/6 families know that we have 

been able to postpone camp into Term 4. On the last 3 days!! We are thinking positively and will make as much 

as we can happen for our kids.  
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Message from the Principal…continued 

Maintenance Update 

Last week we addressed a few of our trees with some 

trimming and unfortunately one had to be removed 

completely. Standing out there in the wind today I was 

actually glad that this was done. As much as we love our 

beautiful trees, Sora the snail wants us all to be safe!  

Jackie Green 

Principal 

What’s Happening in Our Classrooms 

Prep – Information Texts 

In reading this week the Preps have been focussed on remembering important information in a text. We have 
been looking at a range of different information texts and focussing on the most important and interesting facts. 
One of our information texts this week was all about ‘Cool Cars’. The Preps chose some really important facts 
about cars to remember and share. Fabulous work Preps! You are all superstars! 

Melanie Voigt 
Prep V Classroom Teacher 

     Zeppelin 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 
 Lasika 

  

 

 

  

  

 
Remi 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 
Jack G 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Years 1 & 2 – “Going Local” Inquiry Unit 

The Grade 1/2s have, this week, been embracing the concept of “location, location, location” as we tie together 
our Reading, Writing, Maths with our “Going Local” Inquiry unit. Part of the students’ challenge this week was to 
use positional and directional language, combined with a drawn map, to guide someone either around their 
house; or, from their house to a special place in the community. 

Simon Pollard 
1/2P Classroom Teacher 

 

  
Hagir Dere      Millie Boothroyd 
 

             
Zyann Morales               Sofia Pjanic 
  



  
Scarlet Best     Fred Bryceson 

 
Years 3 and 4 – Morning Check-In Fun 

This week the grade 3/4s have had some fun at our morning check-ins! Students have been given the 
opportunity to share their stories and favourite teddies such as on ‘When I was little Wednesday’, sharing their art 
pieces from the week, celebrating the first day of spring by taking their devices out into the sunshine, and playing 
games of class trivia testing their knowledge on how well they know their classmates! The students have really 
enjoyed telling and celebrating their stories with their peers and we have really loved hearing them!! 

Jess Jakson 
3/4J Classroom Teacher 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Years 5 & 6 – Canberra Virtual Experience 

What a week we have had! Even as we sit in lockdown and remote learning at home, the students have had the 
opportunity to visit 9 venues across Canberra via a virtual platform. This has most definitely been a learning 
experience that we will not forget! Below is a small reflection of some of the experiences that have been a 
highlight for our students. 

Gabrielle Mullins 
5/6M Classroom Teacher and Learning Specialist 
 

This week we have been looking at Canberra through virtual 
tours. So far we have been to five amazing places throughout 
Canberra. We have heard stories passed down from 
generation to generation and we have seen artefacts that are 
unique and interesting. My favourite place has to be the 
National Gallery of Australia because of how the artists express 
themselves through their pieces of art and how they make you 
look at the world from a different angle. Urs Fisher's 'Francesco 
2017’ reminds you that no one lives forever. Emily Kame 
Kngwarreye's 'Alhalkere Suite'  makes you look at her piece 
from her angle, Grace Cossington's piece traps you in time and 
lastly, Jackson Pollock's 'Blue Poles' which first seems chaotic but when you look closer, pulls you into the 
abstract piece. So far, it has been a wonderful experience and I am looking forward to our three other virtual 
tours. - Emily Forrest 
 
 

 

The virtual Canberra tour has been quite interesting. So far 
we’ve been to the National Gallery of Australia, the National 
Museum of Australia, the Museum of Australian Democracy (the 
Original Parliament House), The War Memorial, and The 
National Film and Sound Archive (with more to come). My 
favourite piece from the museums has been the “small” 
scooper, but all in all it’s been quite cool. - Lochlan Craik 
 
 
  



 
The 5/6's this week have been doing a virtual tour around Canberra. 
Our tours included virtually visiting the Australian War Memorial, Old 
Parliament House, National Film and Sound Archive, National 
Australian Museum. My favourite tour was the War Memorial. What I 
found most interesting was about the tree in the memorial garden. 
The tree was planted by the mother of Mark Smith, who was a 
soldier in WWI and was killed in battle. - Jack Elmore 
 

 

This week the Grade 5/6s have been attending a virtual tour 
of Canberra, and we have been going through a lot of 
museums! It has been so much fun and I have enjoyed it so 
much. We have been taking notes and after we have gone 
through all of the tours, we’ll get to write about them! At 10 
o’clock and 2 o’clock each day, all the classes are watching 
the live streams. I have had so much fun virtually walking 
through the Art, War, Film and Sound Museums and many 
more places. This temporary replacement of camp is just as 
fun! - Megan Dermody 
 
 

On Monday,  30 August the 5/6s went to the first meeting of our Canberra virtual 
tour! We first went to the National Museum of Australia where we learnt about the 
Indigenous Australians, Australia's history and explored the museum. Then, we went 
to the Museum of Australian Democracy. Did you know that the museum is in the Old 
Parliament House? We explored what democracy means and the traditions of the 
Australian Government. Then, on Tuesday  we went to the National Gallery of 
Australia where we learnt about some of the pieces of art at the gallery. Did you 
know that the gallery bought the artwork Blue Poles for $1.3 million but it is now 
worth $350 million? Later that afternoon, we went to the National Film and Sound 
archive where we learnt about Australia's history with film making. On Wednesday, 
we went to the Australian War Memorial where we learnt about the history of World 
War 1 and 2.  Did you know that a necklace that Army member Harold Bolt wore as a 
gift, saved his life when he had been seriously injured from a gunshot wound? I have 
really enjoyed the meetings so far and there is still more to come!- Max Ilett 

 
 
 
 

On the 30th of August at 2:00pm, the 5/6s went on a virtual 
tour to the Museum of Australian Democracy. Throughout the 
tour, we explored a simulation of the Old Parliament House, 
from the crimson upholstery of the Senate, to the dark green 
hues of the House of Representatives. We learned about the 
roles of the Speaker and how the Senate was based on the 
House of Lords in the British Parliament. The things that stuck 
out to me were about Joan Childs being the first female 
speaker and Neville Bonner, who served as the first Aboriginal 
Senator for 30 years. - Gabrielle Bryceson 

  



Some fantastic facts from our tour so far. 
Convicts used to press symbols in bricks to prove they 
had done the day’s work. 
There are two chambers in Parliament House, the 
House of Representatives and the Senate.  
The National Film and Sound archive is made out of 
sandstone and the person who made it, has his ashes 
buried in the walls. It also used to hold dead bodies!  
The National Gallery of Australia is only 40years old but 
holds more than 16,000 pieces of art and has the 
largest collection of Indigenous art. – Maya de Graaf  

To Canberra we went 

Through Zoom and WebEx 

To the National Gallery 

And the Museum of Democracy. 

  

I’ll start with the first 

Where we learnt of the stories on skins 

Of the Flax Lily weaving, the Bottlebrush nectar 

We learnt of Trim that sailor’s cat 

We learned  about the Garden of Australian Dreams. 

  

Next I’ll mention Old Parliament House 

The Museum of Democracy 

About the red for the Senate and green for the Reps 

I’ll tell you about the mace, the golden staff on that table 

And talk about Joan Child, the first female speaker. 

  

On Tuesday we saw the 

National Gallery of Australia 

And the Film and Sound Archive 

Amazing they were.  

  

The Aboriginal Memorial was tall and small 

22 canvases and one artwork for Miss Emily Kame Kngwarrey 

Grace Cossington Smith with her Sydney Bridge. 

Urs Fisher’s red wax man, melting from the flame everyday 

‘Blue Poles’, the first of its kind overlapping by Jackson Pollock.  



 
Next the Archive where we met “Bertie the Aeroplane” war cartoon 

animation, action, sound and mostly film 

Ned Kelly’s movie introduced the first special effects 

Did you know of the gramophone? 

More than 3 million items in the collection, but they are the best of 
all 

  

I hope you’ve liked the highlights of where we’ve been so far 

Tomorrow to a Memorial and who knows where else 

Cause to Canberra we went  

Through Zoom and WebEx 

By Brynn Hartigan 

 
Single Line Drawings Inspired by Nick Cave -  
Portrait Gallery of Australia 

Question- Can you try and draw a portrait using one continuous line? We 
did!  
 

             
 

By Lilliana Gillard                  By Ilias Pilakis                  By Manon Muir                    By Ms Mullins 

Specialist – Art 

The Japanese Lucky Cat is more traditionally known as Maneki Neko which means the beckoning cat. 
According to ancient Japanese folklore, it’s a good luck charm for good fortune in business and happiness. I got 
a buzz seeing all the Maneki Neko drawings across Prep-2, I hope they bring you happiness (like it did with me) 
and good luck! 

Cindy Asp 
Art Teacher 

  

https://www.thejapaneseshop.co.uk/japanese-lucky-cats/
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Spencer            Luke 
  



Have you heard of the Japanese art ‘Notan’? It refers to the balance of light and dark areas in a composition. The 
year 3-6s used paper and their incredible cutting skills to show their wonderful Notan designs. I think they did a 
spectacular job! Well done to all of you who gave this a go. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Zara  Abhijot 
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   Jack E 
  



In Other News… 

Premiers’ Reading Challenge Update…15 days to go! 

Congratulations to Jack Germon in Prep V and Harris Dauti in 3/4B who completed the Reading Challenge this 
week. 

22 students have now completed the 2021 Challenge with many more busy reading and well on their way to 
finishing. Remember you can include any books you read to your child in their Challenge count, not just ones 
they have read themselves. 

The Challenge finishes on 17th September 2021. Remember the Reading Challenge is not compulsory, it’s just 

fun to be a part of if you wish your child to participate. 

Photos for the Year Book 

Thank you to families who have sent photos of their child doing their learning from home for our 2021 Year 

Book. 

We are asking families to email any photos you have of your children doing any of their remote learning tasks, 

ie. Webex check ins, online tasks, Art, PE, Music…. 

Any photos from Book Week Dress Up Day would be great as well. 

This is voluntary so please don’t give yourself another job to do if you are already juggling 100 things! 

Please email your photos to Sharon at spotswood.ps@education.vic.gov.au – you can send photos you’ve 

already sent to your child’s teacher if you like as we can then keep them in the Year Book file ready to put 

together in Term 4. 

Student Awards 

Congratulations to the following students who received an award this week. The video of award 

presentations will be available in Google Classrooms early next week. 

Prep H .........Maria Smith-Morales – for bringing your enthusiasm and lovely smile to our 

WebEx meetings every day! You listen and show respect during our Show and Tell sessions and 

always have a great question to ask. 

Prep V .........Lennox Coxon - his willingness to have a go at all tasks and activities and for putting his best effort 

into his learning. I’m so proud of you Lennox! 

Prep/1A .......Ziggy Yasmine - for an outstanding news report video complete with props, mangoes and a sun 

tent. Thanks for putting in such a big effort! You’re a star!  

1 / 2 J ..........Mika Suggett - for turning up to each WebEx session everyday ready to learn. Well done on having 

a positive attitude to your learning and continuing to try your best!  

1 / 2 K..........Brooke Kelly - for writing a wonderful biography on Anthony McDonald Tipungwuti, detailing his 

early life and finishing with his continued role at the Essendon Football Club. Fantastic writing 

Brooke!  

1 / 2 P ..........Evan Johnson-Smith - for being open to feedback, being prepared to put in a big effort on his 

schoolwork, and for taking pride in the finished product. Great job, Evan! 

1 / 2 U..........Chloe Govic - for always coming to lessons with a smile on your face and becoming more confident 

to share your thoughts. Awesome job! 

3 / 4 B..........Griffin Leevers - for applying feedback to enhance his writing and for creating an interesting 

explanatory piece on Tsunamis. Keep up the great work!  

mailto:spotswood.ps@education.vic.gov.au


3 / 4 J ..........Lucy Gale - for coming to our morning WebEx check ins with a smile on her face, prepared to 
share and delighting us with her funny stories on ‘When I was little Wednesday’- Thanks for 
sharing, Lucy! 

3 / 4 M .........Tobie Leung - continuing to stay on top of her lessons, submitting excellent work, and making 

helpful contributions to our WebEx sessions. Well done, Tobie! 

5 / 6 C..........Edmund Russell - for continuing to attend the WebEx sessions, ready to learn each day. Well done 
for also presenting a fantastic Inquiry presentation on North Korea. 

5 / 6 M .........Ojiro Sato - for working diligently to produce some high quality work and taking feedback on board 
to improve his learning. Well done! 

5 / 6 T ..........Robbie Virk - for working diligently to ensure that he submits all his work for feedback every day to 
a high standard, and coming to WebEx sessions ready to listen and participate. Great stuff Robbie. 

 

To: 

Daniel T, Milos, Tyler, Jack D, Mika 


