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“Where everybody is somebody”

Dear Families,
With genuine sincerity, I say that we are thinking of you all at home. I feel like I have made this comment
many times over the past year, I hope it still resonates with you as we navigate this current period of
lockdown.
We will be monitoring press conferences alongside you in the coming days and we are remaining hopeful that school
will return next week. We will update you with any impacts as soon as we know. Please remember that we don’t have
any advance notification and respond in real time when announcements are made.

Upcoming Events
We hope that we are back on-site next week, however based on previous lockdown experiences, we anticipate that
the restrictions will be quite strict in the initial few weeks of returning. Unfortunately this will impact on some events
that we had planned in the next few weeks, including our House Sports event. Mr Lamb will now run the events as part
of the PE program so that we can prepare for district sports later in the term if they are able to go ahead.
We will plan to have a ‘House Carnival’ event of sorts later in the year at school so that students can still enjoy the fun
of dressing in house colours, racing in modified events and determining the winner of House Sports this year!
We would like to thank all of the parents who volunteered for our House Sports, we appreciate that so many of you
were willing to support the day.
Spotswood Parent Support Group for Neurodiversity
Sunday 25th July afternoon tea – postponed.
We hope to reschedule this afternoon tea to a date soon, once we are able to come together in person.

School History
Some of you were really interested in our history that I shared in the newsletter last
week. I found myself returning to the book that was written in 2010 as part of our
centenary celebrations.
You may be interested in this picture of our school
uniform from the 1960s. It certainly looks a lot different
from today! A few years ago, a past student from that
era, Ray Gordon, had a replica of the jumper made and
presented it to the school. We have it in a display frame
and this week I will look for a more prominent place to
feature it. I actually think my high school jumper was very
similar to this. It was very itchy!!!

…continued on next page

Message from the Principal…continued

Music Program
Mrs Papafotiou has been using this time to set up the music space in readiness for her first music lessons with the
students when we do return. As she has uncovered more instruments around the school, she has become more and
more excited about getting started. We are really looking forward to our music program!

Victoria University – Social Work Partnerships
This term we are delighted to have commenced a new partnership with Victoria University and will be welcoming two
placement students who are completing a Bachelor of Social Work. A large component of their course is to spend time
in a practical setting and we are really looking forward to them joining our community over the rest of the year. Whilst
they are unable to come on site at the moment, we hope that many of our students will get to meet them over the
coming days as they visit some Webexes. Please make them feel welcome!

Hi, my name is Titilope Bakare, friends call me Tee. I’m a student of Victoria
University and will be joining you here as a student Social Worker.
My background is West African from Nigeria, I like playing soccer with my friends,
I like playing video games and also enjoy watching movies. I like the Marvel
movies and my favourite superhero is the Incredible Hulk
. I’m very excited to
be joining you all and also looking forward to properly introducing myself in
person.
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Message from the Principal…continued

Hi! My name is Bree.
I am a 3rd year social work student at Victoria University.
I love animals, reading, listening to rock and roll, and being social with my friends and
family. I am passionate about living a healthy life and taking care of mental and physical
well-being.
My dream is to help people, and I am so excited to help all of you!
If you see me around your school, say hi :)

Jackie Green
Principal

What’s Happening in Our Classrooms
Prep – Writing and Sharing Stories

Our Preps have launched themselves back into remote learning and we are so proud of them! We are having so much
fun sharing stories and talking about the features of narratives. The Preps have also been writing their own endings to
some classic stories like ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’. Poor Goldilocks seems to be getting eaten by the bears
quite often! Keep up the great work Preps (and parents, grandparents etc!). You are all superstars!
Melanie Voigt
Prep V Classroom Teacher
Years 1 & 2 - Beautiful Smiling Faces in WebEx Classrooms
The Grade 1/2 teachers would like to thank every one of our fabulous Grade 1/2 students. It is wonderful heading into
our WebEx classrooms and seeing all the beautiful smiling faces looking back at us. We have also been very
impressed with the amazing work being completed and uploaded. A highlight this week were the detailed inferences
the students made about the characters and settings from our Mentor Text ‘Home’.
Tracey Kelly
1/2K Classroom Teacher

Years 3 & 4 – Exploring Poetry
The grade 3/4 students should be incredibly proud of their efforts this week, transitioning back into remote learning
smoothly, with a positive attitude, resilience and a lot of great work! While at school in Week 1, we began exploring
poetry. This week we have continued on that journey and have seen an excellent standard of work being submitted
and some well thought out and constructed poems. We have some wonderful acrostic poems written about ‘lockdown’
which give an insight into how our students are feeling and the experiences associated with being in lockdown. In line
with our Inquiry unit, students have also written some impactful shape poems demonstrating their understanding of
recycling. We are super proud of their efforts this week - well done 3/4s.
Jess Jakson
3/4J Classroom Teacher
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Years 5 & 6 - Checking In
Our wellbeing is important, but even more so now that we are in the middle of yet another Remote Learning and
Lockdown phase. During our Respectful Relationships lesson this week we discussed the distinction between positive
and negative coping strategies and identified a personal set of strategies that we can use in our everyday lives to cope
with and handle difficult situations. As a group, we defined a coping strategy to be something that we do to help us feel
better or to help us persist when things are tough. Our daily morning WebEx sessions capture some fun and laughter
as we meet online to share our favourite hats or bring some food to the meeting (see photos).

The 5/6M cohort encourages you to take some time to venture outside, to meditate, listen to music, connect to others,
play a game with the family or even make a list to help you get organised. Stay safe and we will see you all soon.
Gabrielle Mullins
5/6M Classroom Teacher and Learning Specialist

Specialists – Physical Education
Each day last week threw challenges towards us and we had to adapt from hour to hour depending on what the sky
would let us do. We had our 3/4s and 5/6s working on their soccer skills under clear skies, our 1/2s worked on their
agility through game play and our poor Preps copped the wettest day of the week, so we played some inside games
and had a good stretch.
With the Olympics starting on Friday night, it is a great opportunity for students to tune in and see some of Australia
and the world’s best athletes competing for Olympic glory. I look forward to discussing our ‘Golden Moments’ with the
students when we return to school.
Chris Lamb
PE Teacher

ART ROOM DONATIONS
Once students return to school, we would love your help with art room supplies!
We are after donations of baby wipes, paper towelling and newspaper.
If you can donate any or all we would very much appreciate it.
Baby wipes: we use the $2 packet CUB brand fragrance free or lightly scented from Coles but will happily
accept other types.
Paper towelling: perforated for easy tearing.
Newspaper: lots of it!
Thank you,
Ms Asp

Student Awards
Congratulations to the following students who will receive an award this week:
Prep H ........ Atticus Butler – for putting in 100% effort into his work during remote learning and
being enthusiastic about the activities. Well done Atticus!
Prep V ........ Miles Ritchie - being enthusiastic and doing his best during remote learning. Awesome effort Miles!
Prep/1A ...... Summer Rust - for your outstanding efforts and work during Remote Learning! You never miss a session
and your smile never goes away! Thanks Summer for brightening up the screen!
1 / 2 J ......... William Tagg - for outstanding effort during Remote Learning. Well done on attending all of your live
sessions and for trying your best in your writing and counting!!
1 / 2 K ......... Amali de Lawrence - for putting enormous effort into her remote learning and producing some wonderful
work, especially in reading. Keep up the wonderful effort Amali!
1 / 2 P ......... Sid Ilett - for showing outstanding commitment to his schoolwork despite all the challenges of remote
learning. Excellent job, Sid!
1 / 2 U ......... Victor Moll - for being a positive person in our WebEx lessons and sharing your interesting thoughts and
opinions with the group. Awesome job!
3 / 4 B ......... Matilda Reynolds - showing the same amount of enthusiasm and commitment to your learning, whether
you’re in the real classroom or the digital one! Keep up the great work Matilda!
3 / 4 J ......... Tadhg Humphries - for demonstrating positivity and enthusiasm when contributing to our WebEx
sessions, particularly when volunteering to read aloud to his peers this week. Keep up the great attitude
and work ethic, Tadhg!
3 / 4 M ........ Austin Azzopardi - offering assistance to his classmates and making thoughtful contributions during our
WebEx sessions. Thanks for your enthusiasm and for staying committed to your lessons during remote
learning, Austin!
5 / 6 C ......... Esther Linguey - for participating enthusiastically during our WebEx lessons and offering her knowledge
to the rest of our class. You continue to show commitment and growth to your learning
5 / 6 M ........ Kyle Butler - for continuing to develop a growth mindset and working diligently on all aspects of his
learning during Remote Learning. Congratulations!
5 / 6 T ......... Ewan Scholtes - for turning up to 100% of his WebEx lessons during remote learning, always with a great
attitude and willing to offer wonderful ideas to every conversation. Thanks Ewan

To:
Zyann, Oliver G, Flynn Suggett

