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Term 2 Week 7



Thursday 3rd June 2021

“Where everybody is somebody”

Dear Families,
It has been a complex and challenging week for many of us as we have all sat with uncertainty, then
adjusted to the extension of lockdown. I am finding it helpful to remained focused on what we do know
about the immediate week ahead, trying not to dwell on what may or may not happen until information is
available.
This morning on my way into school I detoured around the beach road and I stopped for a few minutes to appreciate
the sunrise. It can be so helpful to get out and recharge with some of nature’s healing powers.

We would like to sincerely thank our families for their support and engagement with our remote learning program.
Today I have enjoyed looking at the work students have been submitting and I have learned a few things myself! For
example:





Did you know that some bugs taste with their feet? Thanks for sharing that information Preps!
Some of our students were getting ice-creams yesterday (bit cold for me)
Our senior students came up with some great ideas for sharing kindness including telling someone they are
important to you and making brownies for your family (yum!)
1/2 students compared mass and discovered that an apple is lighter than a salt shaker.

We love seeing photos of your work put up in the Google Classrooms and finding out what you are learning at home.
Thanks for the effort families.
…continued on next page

Message from the Principal…continued

National Reconciliation Week



Reconciliation is a journey for all Australians – individuals, families, communities and organisations to build our
understanding and relationships with the broader Australian community and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples. During National Reconciliation Week we reflect on significant events in our history such including:



26 May - National Sorry Day - when our government apologised for the pain, suffering and hurt experienced by
the Stolen Generation and their families left behind



27 May 1967 – when 90 per cent of Australians voted to give the Australian Government power to make laws for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and recognise them in the census.



3 June 1992 – the Australian High Court delivered the Mabo decision, which recognised that Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people have a special relationship with the land. This paved the way for land rights or
Native Title.

Tomorrow at our assembly in Google Classrooms we will learn a bit more about reconciliation and students will be
invited to do an artwork activity that we hope they can bring back to school for us to display as part of our action
leading into NAIDOC week later in the term.

Professional Practice Days
Each term a professional practice day is scheduled into each the program for all teachers. Professional practice days
are days in which teachers can engage in professional learning, building their practice through observational visits or
engage in planning and report writing.
When this happens during the normal course of term, we engage a casual teacher to take the classes. Next week a
number of our teachers will be taking their professional practice day during remote learning. (We are hopeful that we
will be back on site for the last two weeks of term and staff do not want to miss any of those days with their class!)
What does this mean for my child next week? Don’t worry. Even if they have a professional practice day, teachers will
still be at the morning 9:00am WebEx check in. The small group sessions will also still go ahead, the class will join
other small group sessions in the team for that day. All the links and information will be in the Google Classroom so it
will be easy to follow along.
All work will still be available in the Google Classroom, teachers will not be available to provide feedback on student
work on their professional practice day.

…continued on next page

Message from the Principal…continued

Spotty Student News - Congratulations Jordan
Today we heard some very exciting news about one of our past students, Jordan
Boyd. I first met Jordan in 2010 when I came to Spotswood and he was in Year 6.
As fellow Collingwood supporters, we enjoyed celebrating a premiership win that
year! You can catch up with Jordan’s latest news here in an article today from the
Maribyrnong Sports Academy.
Former Spotswood Primary School student and Maribyrnong Sports Academy
Athlete Jordan Boyd has been given a 6 month AFL contract after being picked up
by the Carlton Football club with pick number 20 in the AFL 2021 Mid-Season
draft.
Jordan made the transition from Spotswood Primary school in 2010 moving into
the Maribyrnong Sports Academy AFL program the following year graduating from
the academy after completing his VCE in 2016.
Jordan is a true Spotswood local having played all his junior football for the
Spotswood Football club in the WRFL and has also played games in the
Spotswood Seniors when not playing for the Footscray Bulldogs in the VFL.
The small forward came under the recruiters’ eyes on debut for Footscray when they played Richmond in the VFL.
Jordan kicked 3 goals in that round 14 game against the eventual 2019 Premiers and raised eyebrows.
Head of List Management at Carlton Nick Austin told the Carlton FC Website that Boyd’s story was one of
perseverance.
“We’re really pleased to be able to add Jordan to our football program,” Austin said.
“He’s 22 years of age and someone who has fought for everything that’s come his way: he really grasped the
opportunity of VFL footy with both hands and we feel he’s the kind of player who can thrive in an AFL environment.
“We’ve liked his work mainly as a forward but he’s also someone who can get involved and work up the ground. He’s a
good ball user and a lovely finisher around goal, so we think he’s going to complement what we’ve got in that forward
mix.”
Carlton now has 3 former MSA student athlete’s on their list as Boyd joins Josh Honey and Sam Ramsey as Alumni of
the Academy at the Blues.
We wish Jordan all the best, and look forward to hopefully seeing him putting on the Navy Blue jumper sometime this
year.
Maribyrnong Sports Academy (MSA) is Victoria’s only
State Government funded Specialist Sports High
School offering a high-performance sports program
for emerging adolescent athletes. For
more information visit
https://sportsacademy.maribsc.vic.edu.au/
Jackie Green
Principal

Remote Learning Curriculum Update – Term 2 Week 8
A large part of my work involves sitting down with all of our teaching teams each week reviewing what we
have taught the previous week and making judgements on if we feel that the students have actually learnt
the content. We then begin to design the upcoming week based on this, always needing to be flexible and
ready to change based on the student needs. To be honest with you all, it is more challenging this week to
write this curriculum update.
As you can appreciate, Remote Learning is a whole different ball game. It is here that I would like to
acknowledge the staff and the work that they have done over the past week to ensure a smooth continuity
of learning. Our aim has been to deliver a program that is as similar as it could possibly be to what we
would have covered at school in hopes that there will be no gaps in learning. I frequently pop in and out of
each google classroom, looking at the curriculum that is being provided by our teachers and also looking at
the amazing work and commitment of our students. Here is where I would like to acknowledge the effort
that families and carers have put in to making this happen. In reality you are delivering our curriculum
vision – and you are doing a remarkable job! What a team we all make.
At our virtual staff meeting last night, in light of the increased lock down timeframe, the staff have
introduced a few small tweaks to our google classrooms for week 8.
What will stay the same?
The vast majority of our curriculum delivery will stay the same.





Students will have a whole class check in from 9 – 9:30 each morning via WebEx where the teacher
will mark the roll and explain the tasks for the day, allowing for student question time.
There will then be one further WebEx session for the day in small groups as indicated by your
classroom teacher (schedules will be emailed out to families separately). They will still run for 1 / 2
hour.
The students are able to work through their core curriculum areas and specialist subjects at their
own pace and in any order throughout the day.
Students in MacqLit will have another session with Mrs Soitaridis this week. They will be at the
same time and day as week this week just gone. Links will be available in Google Classrooms.

What will be different?





This coming week we will be opening up tasks at 6pm the night before instead of 8am the morning
of (eg: the learning tasks for Monday will be opened and available from 6pm Sunday night). This
will allow families (if you wish to) have a look at what is coming up and plan your following day.
All year levels will be introducing 1 Inquiry lesson for the week. This will be scheduled on a Monday
but can be completed on any day that you want to fit it in throughout the week.
Specialist subjects will remain the same (Art on Monday, Japanese on Tuesday and PE on
Wednesday) however this week we will also be adding a Wellbeing lesson based on our Respectful
Relationships and School Wide Positive Behaviour curriculum. This will be posted on a Thursday.
MiniLit sessions with Mrs Richards will be scheduled via WebEx for those students in the program.
We will be in touch with dates, times and links for this as soon as we can.
If you need anything at all during this time, or if we can be of assistance please feel free to be
in touch.
Emma Vasilevski
Assistant Principal

What’s Happening in Our Classrooms
Prep – First Time on Google Classroom
This week the Preps have launched themselves into Google Classroom for the first time! We have been learning about
characters, information texts, measuring length and minibeasts! We are so proud of how beautifully our Prep students
have adjusted and how confidently they are speaking during our Webex sessions. Keep up the great work Preps! Also
a big thank you to the Mum’s, Dad’s, Grandparents, Brothers and Sisters who are helping the Preps at home. You are
all doing amazing!
Melanie Voigt
Prep Classroom Teacher

Years 1 & 2 – The Writing Cycle
The 1/2s have really shown perseverance and tackled Remote Learning with a positive mindset. This week we have
been exploring the different stages of ‘The Writing Cycle’. On Monday, our students generated some fantastic
questions to begin developing ideas on what to write. We have a range of different writers in our 1/2 cohort and we
saw students using their imagination to plan and compose a narrative and some students looking back on past
holidays to compose a recount. Today we had a live lesson where students were punctuation and grammar
superheros and refined a modelled piece of writing. We will continue working through the ‘The Writing Cycle’ and
developing our Writer’s craft.
Nicole Janosevic
1/2 Classroom Teacher

Years 3 & 4 – Spelling and Writing
The fabulous 3/4's have settled nicely into remote learning! We are very impressed with the quality of work they are
producing and it's lovely to see everyone adding their own artistic flair to their work!
Tianne Ball
3/4 Classroom Teacher

Year 5 & 6 – Ooodie Day, Pets Day and a Birthday
It has been great to see our students coming along to class check ins each morning. Whilst it is not the same as sitting
together in the classroom to mark the roll, it sure is a great start to the day seeing these smiling faces. We have had a
few different themed mornings this week, thanks for joining in!
Ruby Cridland
5/6 Classroom Teacher

Art – This Week in Art!

Cindy Asp
Art Teacher

To:
Evan, Jack Panayi, Mason, Emily C, George

