Spotswood Primary School
Newsletter
Term 2 Week 6



Thursday 27th May 2021

“Where everybody is somebody”

Dear Families,
We are thinking of everyone today as we adjust to a different seven days ahead than those we had anticipated at the
start of the week. I’m keeping in mind that this circuit breaker approach was successful earlier in the year and am
staying hopeful that it will have the same outcome to have us back by the end of next week as planned. Please take
care and look after each other at home over the coming days. We are here to help if we can.

It Takes A Village - Parent Session
Thank you to the families who attended this presentation from Bully Zero earlier this week. The session focused quite
a bit on Cyber Safety and provided some serious information and statistics for us to consider with regard to the
behaviours and impacts unsupervised online activity can lead to with children.
Whilst this was a strong focus of the session, we acknowledge that computers are a part of our everyday life and can
also be a positive and productive tool for learning and entertainment.
In the coming days, we will provide a separate email to parents with some useful tips, strategies and action plans to
support our families using technology safely at home.
This term we are revising and updating our Bullying Prevention Policy and in this email we will also invite your input
into this process through a survey.
Jackie Green
Principal

Curriculum Update – Term 2 Week 7
Program of Inquiry
Prep
The preps have been learning about all kinds of mini beasts. From ants to grasshoppers and from lady bugs to spiders. We have
been learning about their body parts, what they like to eat, where they like to live and how many legs they have! Last week we
even got to feed some butterflies and to look at some aquatic minibeasts under a microscope! Next week, we will be writing and
illustrating our own class books all about minibeasts!
1/2
The 1/2s have been on lots of excursions recently as we have been exploring constructed, managed and natural environments
around us. We have visited Williamstown, Newport Lakes and this week we are heading to the city! We have learnt about natural
resources and how these are used in different environments, as well as looking how we can conserve these precious resources.
We will continue to learn about conservation throughout the rest of the term and the students will come up with their own ideas to
reduce human impact and conserve natural resources within our school.
3/4
The 3/4's are currently investigating different community celebrations. We have focused on celebrations and commemorations
worldwide, in Australia and also within our families. From next week the 3/4's will begin surveying and interviewing our school
community in order to collect data to learn more about the various cultural celebrations within our Spotswood Primary School
community.

5/6
The new Unit of Inquiry this Term and into Term 3 is, Australia as a Nation, where the students will develop an understanding of the significant
people and events that led to Federation and the creation of our nation. Currently, the students have focussed on their prior knowledge and
have been presented with the summative task (final product to demonstrate their learning and understanding and skills). Over the next few
weeks, we will continue to explore the establishment of the six colonies of Australia and their unique characteristics. Students will also identify
some of the problems in the colonies leading up to Federation.

Specialist Curriculum Update
Prep
Art
Japanese

PE

We are learning about sculpture and looking at the work of artist Louise Nevelson.
SC we will create our own ‘found objects’ sculpture inspired by Louise Nevelson.
Greetings, Introductions & Classroom expressions contd.
Number & Counting revision
Numbers Rap 1-20
Preps New topic: My body
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=98rDSRw7sv0&ab_channel=RichardGraham
Head Shoulders Knees & Toes
Numbers Rap All Classes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D3won-7W3Js&ab_channel=RichardGraham
FMS – Jumping / Skipping

Grade 1 / 2
Art
Japanese

PE

We are learning about sculpture and looking at the work of artist Louise Nevelson.
SC we will create our own ‘found objects’ sculpture inspired by Louise Nevelson.
Classroom Directions & Expressions continued.
Number & Counting revision. Numbers Rap.
New Topic: Expressing Feelings “How are you? / O’genki desu ka”
Numbers Rap All Classes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D3won-7W3Js&ab_channel=RichardGraham
FMS – Jumping / Skipping

Grade 3 / 4
Art

Japanese

PE

Artist Study: Catherine Anholt
WALT build layers in our work with watercolour and inks through patterns.
SC we will continue to add patterns to our final layer of work.
Classroom Directions & Expressions contd.
Number & Counting revision. Numbers Rap
New Topic: Sports
Numbers Rap All Classes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D3won-7W3Js&ab_channel=RichardGraham
Badminton

Grade 5 / 6
Art

Japanese

PE

Artist Study: John McKie
WALT reflect on our self-portraits and make improvements.
SC we will identify the finer details in John McKie’s work and make improvements in our own work to complete our
project.
Classroom Directions & Expressions continued.
Number & Counting revision: Numbers Rap
Kore wa nan desu ka/What is this? contd.
Classroom Stationery & Asking for things.
Numbers Rap All Classes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D3won-7W3Js&ab_channel=RichardGraham
Tee-Ball

Emma Vasilevski
Assistant Principal

What’s Happening in Our Classrooms
Prep – Minibeasts Inquiry and Writing
This week we have been linking our Inquiry and Writing
sessions to write about minibeasts. We are exploring our
mentor texts 'The Big Book of Bugs' and 'Heads and Tails'.
These amazing books are inspiring us to learn so many
interesting facts about minibeasts. We have been writing
information sentences as well as drawing and labelling
diagrams. We have even begun creating a class book about
our favourite minibeasts!
Rebecca Howard
Prep Teacher
Years 1 & 2 – Volume and Capacity Maths Unit
As part of their Maths unit on Volume and Capacity, students in 1/2P got their hands wet this week (despite the chilly
weather) and experimented with the phenomenon of displacement. After reading the classic Mr Archimedes' Bath,
students worked in pairs to investigate the effects of dropping different-volumed items into a jug, recording the amount
of change in the water level. Following that, students predicted how much volume would need to be introduced in
order to overflow 500ml of water in a 1000ml jug and, when that experiment failed, investigated whether we could tip
700ml of water over the edge using the items we had at our disposal (we could!).
Simon Pollard
1/2 Classroom Teacher

Years 3 & 4 - Badminton
Over the past couple of weeks, the grade 3/4 students have been fortunate enough to travel to the Altona Badminton
Centre where they have been learning about and developing the skills to play Badminton. The students have arrived
each week with enthusiasm and have been gradually improving their individual techniques and putting this into
practise when playing the game against an opponent. It has also been fantastic to see some of our 3/4 cohort enjoying
the game so much and playing Badminton during their lunch breaks at school!
Jess Jakson
3/4 Classroom Teacher

Year 5 & 6 – Young Leaders Day
On the 24th May we travelled to the city to be included in
the National Young Leaders Day Conference. We
listened to so many successful speakers such as Lachie
Smart, the aviator; Michelle Young, the Deputy Fire
Commissioner; Jordan Lewis, the talented football player
and coach; Josh Pyke, the singer, song and book writer
and Jimmy Rees better known as Jimmy Giggle.
All of these successful people shared amazing stories
and it was certainly incredible to experience it. We
learned a lot about leadership and that we should never
give up. All of the leaders we listened to spoke about
giving up, but they didn’t.

We learned that leadership is not about bossing people around and
using it to hurt others; but it’s about being your best and trying in
everything you do and not just in your learning. It’s also about
being happy and comfortable in what you are doing. We will take
all of this information and use it to advise our futures. We hope that
the next generation enjoys the Conference as much as we did.
Pearl, Ilias, Gabrielle and Milos
School Captains and Vice Captains

Japanese - Making Numbers to 20 & beyond with 1/2U
Student Reflections:
William Howard: I worked well as a team making numbers and it was kind of fun.
Hiba Dere: I’m really good at counting and I can count more than 20.
Isabelle Napier: It was easy to make numbers and it was also fun
Lennox Tout: I really enjoyed making numbers in Kanji and I also like singing the
Numbers rap.
Zoe Jasmine: It was kind of easy. I like how the name “Ichi” has a picture of you
scratching your leg.
Cassian Roberts: I like when we had to put the numbers in order. I like how it
was fun. I can count in Japanese really fast.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D3won-7W3Js&ab_channel=RichardGraham

In Other News…
Division Cross Country
Congratulations to all of our students that represented the Hobson’s Bay District at this Wednesday’s Division Cross
Country at President’s Park in Werribee. It was a wild and windy day for Annabelle B, Eamon N, Anja S (all 3/4B),
Chantelle J, Arutha S (5/6T) and Jack E (5/6M), however they all performed extremely well. Extra congratulations to
Jack Elmore who finished in 9th position and has qualified for the Regional Championships to take place at Brimbank
Park on the 17th of June.

Chris Lamb
PE Teacher

Winter Sport
Last Friday we played against Altona College & Bayside College. Here are the sports reports.
T Ball
Last week, we were supposed to play a match but we trained instead. During our training session we focussed on
hitting the ball with power, running quickly between bases and also trying to get people out. This week we are looking
forward to putting our strategies into practise when we play our home game against Sacred Heart Primary School.
By the T Ball team
AFL Football
Last Friday we played footy. We won 53-7. The goal kickers were Alex (1), Ewan (2), David (1), Archie (1), Logan (1),
Molly (1) and Lennart (1). Everyone played very well.
By Ewan and Alex
Netball
Last Friday, the girl’s netball team played Altona College in an away game. It was an intense game, but we won 7-3.
Spotswood were very kind to the other side who were playing their first game of netball and showed great
encouragement.
By Esther
Soccer
The girls’ and boys’ soccer team went to Altona College to play a game of soccer against Altona College & Bayside
College. The boys’ game was a tight game at the start of the match, then we started to fall behind. Near the end of the
match we got a goal but we still lost. At the end it was 1-3. Altona College and Bayside College didn’t have a girls’
team so we won by forfeit.
By Jacob and Sam

To:
Rose H-B, Marcus, Flynn Smith, Layla M, Annabelle B, Anja

Dates To Remember:
Friday 4th June........................... Winter Sport Round 4 (Away vs Seaholme PS)
Saturday 5th June ...................... Working Bee (9am-12.30pm)
Tuesday 8th June ....................... Policy & Curriculum Sub-Committee meeting (5.30pm)
Community Engagement & Participation meeting (6.15pm)
Thursday 10th June .................... Badminton (Grades 3 & 4)
Friday 11th June......................... Winter Sport Round 5 (Home vs St Mary’s PS Altona)
Monday 14th June ...................... Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday (no children at school)
Tuesday 15th June ..................... NAIDOC Week Incursion
Buildings & Grounds Sub-Committee meeting (5.30pm)
Finance Sub-Committee meeting (5.45pm)
School Council meeting (6.15pm)
Thursday 17th June .................... WMR Cross Country Championships
Friday 18th June......................... Winter Sport Finals
Tuesday 22nd June .................... Parent/Teacher Interviews (Grades 3 to 6)
Wednesday 23rd June................ Parent/Teacher Interviews (Grades Prep to 2)
Friday 25th June......................... Last Day of Term 2 (2.30pm dismissal)
Monday 12th July ....................... First Day of Term 3
Friday 30th July .......................... House Sports Day at Newport Athletics Track (All students and staff)

