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Thursday 24th June 2021

“Where everybody is somebody”

Dear Families,

Last Day Of Term – Early Finish & Assembly
Tomorrow school will finish at 2:30pm. With the further easing of restrictions, we are delighted that we will be able to
hold an assembly. Families are welcome to join us from 2:15pm.
QR codes – visitors to the school are still required to scan QR codes when entering the school buildings, however it is
no longer necessary for the yard.
Masks are still required if you are coming inside, but not required outside when social distancing can be observed.

Parent Teacher Meetings
Staff would like to thank families for participating in parent teacher meetings this week. We value the opportunity to
talk together about your children’s progress and learning at school.

Continuous Reporting
Next term we will be introducing a trial of a continuous reporting model. Continuous reporting means that families will
receive more frequent feedback about student learning. Accompanying the newsletter today is a note explaining more
about how it will look and our plan to introduce this next term with a phased rollout. We look forward to building and
strengthening our partnership with you.

Parking
If you have been along Reed Street in the past few days you will have seen the installation work underway for our
school drop off and pick up zone.
Accompanying the newsletter today is a flyer with information about how this will work.
Some of the main points are as follows:

Guidelines for Parents, Carers and Students
In the drop off and pick up zone, drivers:
• are required to be within three metres of their vehicles
• are not permitted to stop or park longer than two minutes
• are not permitted to make U-turns or 3-point turns within the zone
• are not permitted to park across driveways or on nature strips
• are required to park safely in the presence of children

Students should:
• always get into and out of the vehicle on the school side
• know and watch for their parents’ or carer’s car
The drop off and pick up zone will be active from the start of Term 3.

…continued on next page

Message from the Principal…continued

PUPIL FREE DAY NEXT TERM - Monday August 9th
Families are reminded that we have a planned Pupil Free Day scheduled on this day next term. OSHClub will be
available for families who require care and supervision on this day.
Jackie Green
Principal

Spotswood Parent Support Group for Neurodiversity
Sunday 25th July 2:00pm-4:00pm
A casual afternoon tea will be hosted in the multi-purpose room.
Is your child is neurodiverse in some way? i.e. Dyslexia, Autism, have Specific Learning Difficulties (SLD), Sensory
Processing differences, ADHD or other.
Or are you just concerned your child is struggling and you’re not sure how to support them?
As a parent, it can be isolating and you may not always know where to turn for advice, resources, or emotional
support. There are many parents in our community at Spotswood Primary School who share this journey. This is an
invitation to meet other parents and make connections with kindred spirits, share experiences, resources, and
emotional support.
If meeting with a group isn't for you but you would like to be in touch via email please let Jackie or Sharon know and
they can link you into our email loop.
The group will be hosted by parents Marisa Magee and Penny Baron, two of our School Councillors, and Jackie
Green our Principal. This group is being established in the spirit of the current school's focus on student well-being
with a view to planning future gatherings.

What’s Happening in Our Classrooms
Prep – Information Books
Preps have been very busy this week creating Information books about Minibeasts. First, we began by researching
Minibeasts. We looked at Information books, watched video clips and studied diagrams. Then we created our own
books, starting with creating front covers and then moving on to writing information sentences, drawing detailed
pictures, labelling, and writing captions. They have done such fantastic work. We are so proud of our students!
Rebecca Howard
Prep Classroom Teacher

Years 1 & 2 – Taking Action!
This week the 1/2 cohort has been taking action all across Spotswood Primary. We’ve had students devising ways to
conserve water; students thinking about the best approaches to clean up our air; and students taking action to reduce
littering, around the school. It’s been a great example of how the students can take a term’s worth of learning and
apply it in a hands-on way, while tying in with the Victorian Curriculum’s cross-curricular focus on sustainability.
Simon Pollard
1/2 Classroom Teacher

Years 3 & 4 – First Writing Cycle
3/4B have been focused and engaged throughout our first writing cycle! All students worked hard on generating,
planning, composing and producing an information report on a topic of their choice!
Tianne Ball
3/4 Classroom Teacher

I chose skiing because I am
passionate about it and I
know a lot about it. I like
the writing cycle because
you can do some many
things with it and it’s really
fun – Arianna

I like the writing cycle because it’s easy to follow and because it’s
straightforward – Griffin

I chose polar bears because I didn’t know a lot about them and I wanted to
learn more about them - Mckenzie

I really like the writing cycle because you got to choose a topic that you liked
and got to write an information report about it and you could set it out and
make it yours. But it sort of tested me because I had to choose just one topic Anja

I chose cats because I knew I could create something I was proud of. I like
the way the writing cycle works, it’s good to follow along and pretty much
straightforward – Isla

Year 5 & 6 – Literacy Circles
This Semester the 5/6 students began working on Literacy Circles, an initiative designed to enhance the students’
engagement, excitement and general appreciation of reading. A wonderful range of brand-new books have been
sourced, to support the skills and accountability required to sustain a reciprocal conversation around a text the
students have read together. Each group of 4-5 learners are expected to read a book at roughly the same pace, and
complete individual tasks relating to their understanding. They then report their findings back to their group each
Friday morning.
The noticeable enthusiasm for the activity has been very pleasing to see, and their teachers are confident that this
endeavour will not only aid each students’ reading comprehension, but also encourage their love of reading.
Aaron Turner
5/6 Classroom Teacher

Art – Year 5/6 Self-Portraits
Year 5/6s have worked solidly on their self-portraits inspired by English artist John McKie. They focused on abstract
shapes, line and pattern. Students were required to design something on their self-portrait that told a story of
themselves.
We are all very happy with the result!
Cindy Asp
Art Teacher

Can you Knit or Crotchet?
The Werribee Mercy Hospital are in urgent need of baby beanies for their
theatres. The beanies are for brand new just born babies to keep their little
heads warm. Some of the babies are born premature and some are full term so
all sizes are needed.
Completed beanies can be dropped into the box at the school office.

Student Awards
Congratulations to the following students who will receive an award this week:
Prep H ........ Juin Khye Ooi – working so hard on creating an information book about bees
Prep V ........ Jack Lesich - working hard to listen to the sound in words when writing our ‘Heads
and Tails’ class book. Fantastic work Jack!
Prep/1A ...... Oswald Hogan - for taking on board feedback and doing your best work on your information text page on
beetles! Well done Ozzie!
1 / 2 J ......... Milly Tsarvenkos – for her superstar effort this week and being able to reflect on how much she has
improved in all areas of her learning this term! Awesome work Milly!
1 / 2 K ......... Olivia Welsh - always working patiently and encouragingly with all members of her class. Great
leadership Olivia!
1 / 2 P ......... Molly Mawson - putting a big effort into this week’s semester-in-review writing task
1 / 2 U ......... Zoe Yasmine - putting a lot of pride into her work when publishing her writing. Amazing job!
3 / 4 B ......... Anastasia Pjanic - working hard to produce an information report on fidgets. You did a fantastic job at
following the writing cycle!
3 / 4 J ......... Hannah Ustundag - taking care and pride in her information report on wolves, your research skills and
illustrations were amazing, Hannah - Well done!
3 / 4 M ........ Marli Weldhagen - bringing a calm, mature attitude to class every day, taking ownership of her learning
and looking for opportunities to grow. Love to see it, Marli!
5 / 6 C ......... Archie Fenn – for persevering with his reading in the literature circle group and taking the time to write
some very well thought out points of discussion
5 / 6 M ........ Brynn Hartigan - for demonstrating a growth mindset and working hard to improve and develop her
handwriting skills. Congratulations!
5 / 6 T ......... Frankie Dunne - displaying great initiative in asking the right questions, allowing her to develop strong
understanding and take risks with her learning. Well done!

To:
Olivia V, Alyssa, Jack L, Zoe Sz, Fin Mc, Phineas, Ollie, Jibrail, Alannah, Alex I, Harris,
Jack Sp, Addison, Hannah, Ziggy, Carolina, Ayla, Owen, Mckenzie, Terrence

Blue Day!
When: Tomorrow Friday 25th June
(last day of school)
Dress: Wear as much BLUE as you can (or other
water colours, like green or white)
If you would like to donate to WaterAid to help
people get access to clean water, please bring a gold
coin to school on Friday

