Spotswood Primary School
Newsletter
Term 2 Week 1



Thursday 29th April 2021

“Where everybody is somebody”

Dear Families,

ANZAC Day
I wanted to acknowledge the respectful assembly led by our Year 5/6 leaders last week. I felt great pride to be
standing in front of our student community as they listened and engaged with the assembly, maintaining a quiet pause
during the minute silence. It is an important date of remembrance that students will develop a deeper understanding
for as they learn a bit more about it each year.
Thank you also to the families who joined us on this occasion. The wreaths and poppies are now proudly displayed in
the courtyard.

Hoodie Up Day - Or Wear Yellow Or Blue!
We encourage students to wear a hoodie tomorrow to support Autism Awareness Day. Or you don’t have a hoodie,
other options are to wear yellow or blue! The colour blue is associated with a calm feeling and a feeling of acceptance
in an otherwise loud and busy world for people on the spectrum. Yellow is a colour that promotes happiness, success
and celebration. This is the colour associated with Yellow Ladybugs, an organisation committed to shine a positive
light for autistic girls.

School Council
Our new School Council met at the end of last term and we elected our office bearers. Our School Council is made up
of staff and parent representative members as below.
PRESIDENT

Marisa Magee

VICE PRESIDENT

Penny Baron

TREASURER

Mark Wityk

MEMBERS

Nadia Albert, Cindy Asp, Tianne Ball, Ilona Elmore, Jackie Green, Mandy Humphries,
Ute Knoch, Chris Lamb, Matt Peterson, Titian Sigle, Sharon Tagg, Emma Vasilevski

…continued on next page

Message from the Principal…continued

School Council meetings are held twice a term. There are also a number of sub-committees who meet twice a term
and it is not necessary to be a council member to join a sub-committee. If you are interested in joining one of these
committees and would like to know a bit more about it, please contact me at school. The sub-committees meet on a
Tuesday evening twice a term.
Our sub-committees are:


Policy and Curriculum



Community Engagement and Participation



Buildings and Grounds

Jackie Green
Principal

Curriculum Update – Term 2 Week 3
Prep
Reading

Writing
Spelling
Maths

SWPB /
Respectful
Relationships
Grade 1 / 2
Reading

Writing

Spelling
Maths

SWPB /
Respectful
Relationships

WALT reread to notice language or meaning
WALT recognise the structure of an information text.
WALT recognise headings and subheadings.
Poetry WALT place words on a page that look like a poem WALT select or write some words that convey
feeling or images
Revision Week
Number & Algebra Addition & Subtraction Use a range of practical strategies for adding and subtracting
small groups of numbers, such as visual displays or concrete materials
Discuss Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander methods of adding and subtracting, including spatial patterns
and reasoning*
Topic 3 Positive Coping - The I think I can game

The Waterhole
Synthesizing
*talk about the lesson that the story teaches
*talk about what is learnt from the characters, the problem and the resolution of the story
Connections
*make text to text, text to self and text to world connections
Fluency
*Notice full stops, capital letters, commas, exclamation marks and question marks
6+1 Trait: Poetry
Writing process
 Generating
 Planning
 Composing
‘ey’ as in key
Fractions & Decimals
This week the students will identify, create and label halves, quarters and eighths of a whole shape.
Through an investigation students will also compare fractions to determine which fractions are larger,
smaller or equivalent.
Listening skills
 Students practise their listening and self-regulation skills
 Students identify the importance of listening as a key skill
for learning

Grade 3 / 4
Reading
Writing

Spelling
Maths

SWPB /
Respectful
Relationships
Grade 5 / 6
Reading

Revisit Question types: QAR
mentor text: refugees
Re-read our own writing to identify areas for improvement
Using specific editing skills to help improve our writing
Analysing a text to look for spelling and punctuation errors
ch as in chef
Addition and Subtraction consolidation
 fact families
 addition worded problems
 subtraction
Learning spaces – in the office

QARIdentifying, answering and creating the four QAR question types.
Comprehension strategies.
BTN- Behind The News
Listen and take notes on individual news stories. Share information and present
Writing
Persuasive Writing
writing a persuasive piece when given a topic -follow the process
Spelling
Language Conventions Commas
 Apostrophes
(possession and contraction)
 Reading (in your head) for punctuation
Maths
Number & Algebra (Multiplication & Division- area
Select and use efficient mental and written strategies, to divide and multiply whole numbers of up to four
digits by a one-digit divisor
Solve word problems involving division and multiplication
Solve problems that involve all four operations with
SWPB /
Respectful Relationships Unit 2- Personal Strengths
Respectful
Strengths I admire
Relationships Identify character strengths in others
Identify the types of actions that match character strengths
Awareness of strengths in every day actions and communications

Specialist Curriculum Update – Term 2 Week 3
Prep
Art
Japanese
PE

We are learning about shapes to create a paper spacecraft.
Greetings, Introductions & Classroom expressions incorporating Japanese Shuwa contd.
Number & Counting 1-10 using mnemonics. Recognition of numbers written in Kanji.
FMS – Bouncing

Grade 1 / 2
Art
Japanese
PE

We are learning about shapes to create a paper spacecraft.
Classroom Directions & Expressions: revision & application.
Counting to 20: Recognising & writing numbers 10 -15 in Kanji.
FMS – Bouncing Basketball

Grade 3 / 4
Art
Japanese

PE

Artist Study: Catherine Anholt
WALT use watercolour and ink to paint our self-portraits inspired by artist Catherine Anholt.
Japanese Shuwa, Classroom Directions & Expressions contd.
Number & Counting to 100
Recognition of numbers & writing numbers to 100 in Kanji.
AFL

Grade 5 / 6
Art
Japanese

PE

Artist Study: John McKie
WALT mix paint colours for our self-portraits inspired by John McKie.
Japanese Shuwa, Classroom Directions & Expressions contd.
Kore wa nan desu ka/What is it? contd.
Classroom Stationery/naming things.
Shuwa = Japanese sign language
Kanji = adopted Chinese characters used in the Japanese writing system.
e.g. No. 3 (san) 三
AFL

Some more new additions to our library:

Literature Circles
Today the 3 – 6 component of our Book Club That Will Never Be Named began our journey into Literature
Circles. Over the next few weeks the students will be exploring the process and how it allows us to dive
deeper into the books that we read. They will then become the Literature Circle Leaders within their own
classes and teach how they run to the rest of our senior school students.
The students were so engrossed in their books that I could hear a pin drop….

Emma Vasilevski
Assistant Principal

THANK YOU!
I would really like to say a big thank you to everyone who voted for my art piece, ‘Never Too Far from Home’ in the
Zart Art Teacher Art Prize. Although we didn’t win, the conversations I had with students about taking risks and ‘putting
yourself out there’ and rising to a challenge was worth more than I could imagine. That said, Zart Art are now inviting
all students to enter the National Student Art Prize! It’s your turn kids!
Competition opens Monday 14th of June and closes Monday 19th of July, a wonderful winter holiday project for all
young artists.
If you’re interested, click on the link for more details:
https://www.zartart.com.au/zartstatic/page/student-art-prize
Warmest regards,
Ms Asp

Summer Sport Championships
Congratulations is extend to the girls’ volleyball, basketball
and softball teams who fought hard on Friday at the Grand
Final for their respective sports. All teams certainly did
Spotswood Primary proud as they put their skills and
teamwork together for what was three inspiring and hard
fought out matches. Unfortunately, the teams were not
successful on the day; however, a great deal of confidence,
tenacity and pride was experienced by all.
The boys’ volleyball team will play their Grand Final in the
weeks to come and we wish them success in their
endeavours. Thanks is also extended to the coaches.
Gabrielle Mullins - Volleyball Coach

The boys’ volleyball team photo will be published in the
newsletter in their Grand Final week.

School Photo Order Forms
A reminder that our School Photo Day is Tuesday 18th May. All students will receive an individual order form next
week to bring home. Parents can then order photos online using the details provided on the form.
If you need any new uniforms items before photo day, you can place your order with our uniform supplier at
www.dcsuniforms.com.au

Student Awards
Congratulations to the following students who will receive an award at tomorrow’s assembly:
Prep H ........ Dante Wong - showing enthusiasm towards every activity we do. You are a star!
Prep V ........ Hallie Slatkin - being an enthusiastic and engaged learner. Keep up the great work Hallie!
Prep/1A ...... Nathan Bui - your fantastic effort in writing, recording the sounds that you hear in your writing! Amazing
work!
1 / 2 J ......... Annabelle Johansson - developing confidence when participating in class discussions and by being
SUPER focused during independent reading! Well done!!
1 / 2 K ......... William Hesketh – for always putting enormous effort and thought into his work and showing pride in his
achievements
1 / 2 P ......... Bram Phillips - for his enthusiastic and insightful contributions to class discussions, particularly in Maths
1 / 2 U ......... Tom Spiteri - connecting his learning in spelling when finding digraphs in books during independent
reading
3 / 4 B ......... Oliver Heselton- writing some fantastic informative sentences about Mario Odyssey. Nice work Ollie!
3 / 4 J ......... Andrew Van Maanen - for always being a responsible and mature class member of 3/4J, offering his help
and taking care of our classroom. Great work, Andrew!
3 / 4 M ........ Laurence Moll - for putting fresh effort into his work and also helping to make our classroom look
fantastic. Thank you for contributing to your classroom community, Laurence!
5 / 6 C ......... Cameron Kline – for doing a fantastic piece of writing this week and working hard. Well done Cameron, keep up
the great work!

5 / 6 M ........ Emily Peterson - for working diligently during Inquiry and thinking critically about her renewable energy
design
5 / 6 T ......... Layla Neumann - taking risks with learning and challenging herself, particularly throughout our
Multiplication and Division Maths unit

To:
Scarlet B, Ben W, Mallory, Nuri

Dates To Remember:
Friday 30th April ......................... Hoodie Up Day
Grade 1/2 Excursion to Williamstown Beach & Jawbone Reserve
Grade 3-6 Cross Country Trials
Monday 3rd May ......................... Prep student School Nurse Health Questionnaires due back at school
Tuesday 4th May ........................ Grade 1/2 City West Water Incursion
Policy & Curriculum Sub-Committee meeting (5.30pm)
Community Engagement & Participation Sub-Committee meeting (6pm)
Buildings & Grounds Sub-Committee meeting (6.30pm)
Wednesday 5th May ................... Maths Olympiad Competition 2
Friday 7th May............................ Altona District Cross Country Championships

