Spotswood Primary School
Newsletter
Term 1 Week 2



Friday 5th February 2021

“Where everybody is somebody”

Dear Families,

Welcome Back
As I write this week’s newsletter, it is hard to believe it has only been a week since we returned to school. I would
like to acknowledge the work staff have done in the lead up to this term to establish engaging, purposeful
classrooms to welcome students back to the new year.
We have been busily focused on establishing our new routines and expectations for the year and there has been a
tangible sense of calm, focussed learning around the school already. What a great start to the year everyone, well
done!

COVID-19 Restrictions
It has been a relief to return to school in a closer to ‘normal’ fashion this year, however it is important to note that
some COVID-safe practices are necessary.
Please be aware of practicing social distancing in the school grounds and minimise your time spent on-site to 15
minutes.
Now that we have settled in we ask that parents say farewell at the building doors and refrain from entering
classrooms, corridors and shared indoor spaces.
Please do not send food to share, even if it is individually wrapped. Birthdays will still be acknowledged at school
and recognised in classrooms.
Masks must be worn by adults currently if indoors. Teachers are not required to wear their mask when teaching,
however may do so if they wish.
Please also observe the density limit signs for indoors spaces such as the office, OSHClub and when visiting
classrooms next week for parent / teacher meetings.

Assemblies
This year we will be holding our weekly assembly on Friday afternoons at 3:15pm. Assemblies will be held on the
basketball court and families are very welcome to come and watch.
We have made the change away from Monday morning to facilitate a smoother start to the teaching week in
classrooms.

Newsletter
From next week, our newsletter will be emailed on Thursdays to all families. We will no longer be printing hard
copies of the newsletter.
The newsletter will include the weekly student award recipients. The awards will be then presented at assembly the
next day.
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Parent Teacher Get To Know You Meetings
Next week staff are looking forward to meeting you at the parent teacher meetings. Bookings can be made through
the Sentral parent portal. If you require any assistance managing the portal, please don’t hesitate to be in touch and
we can assist. Details of a new Sentral app are included in this newsletter.
Unless there are further updates, please wear a mask when attending your meetings.

Calendar
A calendar for this term is included in the newsletter this week. Included are the events that we know about for this
term. There will be more information to follow about excursions and sports events for relevant classes.
Please understand that at times there may need to be changes to some dates, if this occurs we will let you know as
soon as we can.
Later in the year dates that families may find helpful:
Year 3/4 Camp

- 20th - 22nd October

Year 5/6 Camp

- 8th - 10th September

Intervention Program 2021
Families will be aware of the investment from the Victorian Government in schools this year to support students who
may not have made expected progress in their learning last year. The limitations of remote and flexible learning,
compounded with the anxiety many students experienced during 2020 (and ongoing) have understandably
impacted on learning progress. This is a common experience in ALL schools for many students.
We have been working hard to develop our approach for students this year who will need extra support.
For many students, being back in the classroom environment and able to work with their peers and experience
teacher instruction at their point of need will have an immediate impact. For others, the benefits of working in small
targeted groups will be offered throughout the year.
At Spotswood we are focusing our initial small group intervention in literacy through the expansion of our MultiLit
program. This program has been implemented successfully at Spotswood for the past two years and we are excited
that some extra funding will enable us to include a greater number of students from Year 1-6 this year. The MultiLit
program supports the development of reading, writing and spelling.
Over this week, we have been conducting further assessments with individual students based on end of year
achievement levels to determine priority for the first intake of intervention this term. The first round of groups have
been developed based on shared learning needs and students in MultiLit will participate in three sessions per week.
There will be further opportunities for intervention for students not included in this round later in the year.
We are approaching our maths intervention through classroom based action plans and the introduction of a concept
based developmental program. We will share more information about this program as we introduce and implement
it.
Several extension based programs have also been established in literacy and maths to support students who are
working well above their expected level. This includes the introduction of a literacy extension program and
participation in the Maths Olympiad.
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At the parent teacher interviews next week, teachers will share individual learning plans that have been developed
for students needing specific support and will let you know if your child will be participating in an intervention
program. They will provide you with a letter with greater detail about the program.
Please be assured that whether your child is participating in an intervention program now, later or not at all, student
individual learning needs will be catered for in the classroom.
Jackie Green
Principal

Curriculum Update – Term 1 Week 3
Prep
Reading
Writing
Spelling
Maths

SWPBP* /
Respectful
Relationships

Grade 1 / 2
Reading

Writing

Spelling
Maths

SWPBP* /
Respectful
Relationships

Grade 3 / 4
Reading
Writing

Spelling
Maths
SWPBP* /
Respectful
Relationships

Grade 5 / 6
Reading

Whole class reading : WALT :get our mouths ready for reading and matching one to one as we read
Recount writing - pencil grip/ random letters/ letter formations/ listening to and recording sounds in
words
Introduce SMART SPELLING: The cat sat on the mat.
Number & Algebra Whole Number Develop fluency with forwards and backwards counting in meaningful
contexts, including stories and rhyme*Understanding that numbers are said in a particular order and
there are patterns in the way we say them
Emotional Literacy: What do emotions look like?
Learning Spaces Understand how to learn and behave in all learning spaces around the school - Use the
mascots (Learning, Safety and Community) to support understanding
Mentor text: A Patch from Scratch
Predicting *make predictions based on knowledge, personal experience, study in the content area and
other reading
Visualising , Solving words *use MSV to self-monitor and correct - big book
Procedural text *understand that procedures help you to do something *understand that lists are helpful
ways to organise information
*use drawings in the process of procedural writing
‘ur’ as in fur
Number & Algebra: Whole Number -Recognise, model, read, write and order numbers to 50, 100, 1000 and
beyond and locate these numbers on a number line. - Represent two, three and four digit numbers using
objects, pictures, words and numerals -Practise our counting goals forwards and backwards and from
different starting points.
Learning spaces- Understand how to learn and behave in all learning spaces around the school - Use the
mascots (Learning, Safety and Community) to support understanding
Establishing Reading Routines How to communicate effectively with our reading buddies.
When is it ok to abandon a book? Distinguishing between fiction and nonfiction
Persuasive Writing *Understanding what a persuasive text is. *understanding the structure of a persuasive
text *using persuasive language in our writing X3.(emotive language, rhetorical questions, personal
pronouns)
t “ch” as in nature
Number & Algebra: Whole Number *Apply place value to partitioning numbers *Apply place value to
expanded notation *Rounding numbers to the nearest 10, 100 and 1000
Learning spaces - E-learning

Establishing Reading Routines Set up reading journals for reflection- guidelines for a reading workshop
*Reading goals *Guidelines for a conference
Class novel- Holes by Louis Sachar

Writing
Spelling
Maths

Independent Writing Routines- Set up 6+1 Writing Traits and establishing learning goals
ch as in school

SWPBP* /
Respectful
Relationships

Leadership -Leadership speeches and voting
STRIVE-self-esteem, teamwork, reflection, inspiration, values, engagement
Positive self-talk- verbalise and acknowledge strengths

Number & Algebra: Whole Number Understand that some numbers have special properties and that these
properties can be used to solve problems *Represent composite numbers as a product of their prime
factors and using this form to simplify calculations by cancelling common prime*Understand that if a
number is divisible by a composite number then it is also divisible by the prime factors of that number.

*SWPBP – School Wide Positive Behaviours Program

Program of Inquiry Term 1
Our Term 1 Program of Inquiry is up and running in all classrooms. Classroom teachers have begun initial
provocations with students to gage current understandings and wonderings about the topic that the
students may have.
Below are the units that are being covered this term across all year levels as well las the Unit Concepts
that will be developed over the term. We are looking forward to sharing this learning with you
throughout the journey!
Prep – All about Me - The students will be able to explain the importance of being physically, socially and
emotionally healthy.
1 / 2 – From Paddock to Plate - Students will be able to investigate how the availability of earth’s
resources impacts on what foods and materials can be grown, managed and constructed to make other
products.
3 / 4 – Australia and our neighbours - Students will be able to analyse how places are similar and
different and how Australia connects to, and draws influence from, our broader region.
5 / 6 – I have the Power - Students will be able to hypothesis how natural light and energy can be
harnessed and transformed into new forms of energy.
*The 5 / 6 team have not begun this Inquiry as yet. The first 3 weeks of term are being dedicated to establishing a community of leaders
and building our school leadership profile.

Emma Vasilevski
Assistant Principal

Sentral Parent Portal
Most families are now familiar with the Sentral Parent Portal. This is where you can book your ‘Get To Know You’
Parent/Teacher meeting for next week and where Prep families booked their child’s Prep Entry Assessment time.
Sentral have launched a new app which families may find more convenient to use rather than the website or the old
app.
Go to the App Store or android equivalent and search for ‘Sentral for Parents’.
You can use the same credentials to log in that you used for the portal website.
If you have the old app, please delete it.
You can also advise us of your child’s absence using the app, as well as give permission for excursions when
necessary. Student reports will be available to view in the app in June and December.

The portal website is still fine to use if you prefer.
If you are having trouble logging in to the app or portal, please call us on 9391 1323.

Lunch Orders
We are very excited to announce that lunch orders are now able to recommence from next Thursday 11th February.
Our lunch orders are provided by The Lunchbox with the app run by Munch Monitor.
For families with an existing account, the new menu is now available to view online. For families new to the school
or without an account, follow the instructions to set up your account in the email you will receive later today. You
can order now for next Thursday if you like.
Lunch orders will be available every Thursday.
Here is some information from The Lunchbox:
The Lunchbox is a locally owned business, delivering lunches to Spotswood Primary School each Thursday. The
philosophy of the business is to provide healthy lunch options to children. We know when children are fuelled well,
they learn & play well too.
Our menu offers homemade options such as Bolognese, Pesto, Bento Boxes & Pork, Apple & Carrot Sausage
Rolls, Sushi & Burgers, we also make our own Bliss balls, Granola and Brownies.
We offer what kids want to eat with reduced sugar & salt-taste is not compromised, the food is still utterly delicious!
We work in a nut free environment. Dietary needs have been catered to with plenty of gluten free, vegetarian and
vegan options available. If your child has more specific dietary needs, please get in contact with us so we cater to
your individual requirements.
We operate in accordance with the Vic Health, Healthy School Canteens ‘Traffic light system’.
https://heas.health.vic.gov.au/healthy-choices/guidelines/traffic-light-system. You will notice each menu item on
Munchmonitor has been coloured coded accordingly.

To:
Hallie S, Lorelei, Edith B, Laurence, Archie F, Cohan, William T

Term 1 2021

Week

1

Monday
25

Tuesday
26

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

27

28

29

Pupil Free Day

Pupil Free Day

Grade 1-6 students start

2

3

4

5

9

10

11

12

Swimming Trials at
Bayfit Altona (8am)

Parent/Teacher ‘Get To
Know You’ meetings –
Grade 3 to 6 (2pm-7pm)

Swimming Trials at
Bayfit Altona (8am)

Assembly (3.15pm)

17

18

January

2

1
Preps start (9am12.30pm)

February
8

3

Parent/Teacher ‘Get
To Know You’
meetings - Grade
Prep to 2 (2pm-7pm)

15

4

16

Lunch orders start today

19

Swimming Trials at
Bayfit Altona (8am)

District Swimming
Carnival

Finance meeting
(5.45pm)

Assembly (3.15pm)

School Council
meeting (6.15pm)

5

22

23

24

25

26
Interschool Sport
(Grade 5/6) – Away [vs
Altona North PS]
Assembly (3.15pm)

6

1

2

Preps start full time

3

4

2021 Prep Information
Night

March

5
Interschool Sport (Grade
5/6) – Home [vs Altona
College / Bayside
College]
Assembly (3.15pm)

8

7

9

10

11

Labour Day (Public
Holiday)

Interschool Sport (Grade
5/6) – Away [vs Sacred
Heart PS]
Assembly (3.15pm)

15

16

17

18

School Council
meeting (6.15pm)

8

19
Interschool Sport (Grade
5/6) – Home [vs
Seaholme PS]
Assembly (3.15pm)

22

23

24

25

26
Interschool Sport (Grade
5/6) – Away [vs St
Mary’s PS Altona]

9
10

12

Assembly (3.15pm)

29

April

Camps:
Grade 5/6 – 8th September – 10th September
Grade 3/4 – 20th October – 22nd October

30

31

1

2

Last Day of Term
(2.30pm dismissal)

Good Friday

