Spotswood Primary School
Newsletter
Term 1 Week 9



Thursday 25th March 2021

“Where everybody is somebody”

Dear Families,

End of Term
Next week school will finish on Thursday 1st April at 2:30pm. Students will be dismissed from their
classrooms on Thursday, there will not be an assembly.
Reflecting on the term, we feel grateful that it has been largely uninterrupted with only a mini lockdown and all signs
indicate that things should continue moving in the right direction.
We know that many students (and staff and parents!) are tired, maintaining stamina for a full term has been more
challenging than usual after such a disrupted year in 2020. We all look forward to a break and teachers have begun
to plan optimistically for an eventful and exciting term of learning again in Term 2.
Term 2 will begin on Monday 19th April.

Fire Drill Practise at Scienceworks!
Today our Year 4 students attended Scienceworks to assist their staff
practising an evacuation with a school group in attendance. Mr Lamb
walked students down with the students who pretended to be on a school
excursion whilst the evacuation took place. After it was all finished, they
were invited to stay on for a little longer to experience some of the
exhibitions.
What a treat!

…continued on next page

Message from the Principal…continued

Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships Program
This term we have begun to implement the Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships (RRRR) Program as
part of our social and emotional learning at Spotswood Primary. This program was been developed by The
University of Melbourne, together with the Education Department, in response to the Royal Commission into Family
Violence and is now part of the Victorian Curriculum. The focus in our school is on treating everyone with respect
and dignity in the hope of creating real and lasting change for the lives of our students, staff, families and the wider
community.
The Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships learning materials have been designed for teachers in primary
and secondary schools to develop students’ social, emotional and positive relationship skills. Efforts to promote
social and emotional skills and positive gender norms in children and young people has been shown to improve
health-related outcomes and subjective wellbeing. It also reduces antisocial behaviours including engagement in
gender-related violence.
The learning materials cover eight topics
of Social and Emotional Learning across
all levels of primary and secondary
education: Emotional Literacy; Personal
Strengths; Positive Coping; Problem
Solving; Stress Management; Help
Seeking; Gender and Identity; and
Positive Gender Relationships.
We will continue to share information
about this work with our school
community and you check the weekly
curriculum overview in the newsletter to
see what we were a focusing on each
week.
Jackie Green
Principal

Term 2 Program of Inquiry Outlines
It is unbelievable to think that we are already gearing up to map out our curriculum foci for Term 2! The teachers
and students have had an incredibly productive term, and Term 2 will be no different.
Below is our Program of Inquiry outline for Term 2.
Prep
Mini Beasts The students will be able to evaluate the features of living things and the environments that they live in.
Biological Science


Living things have a variety of external features and live in different places where their basic needs,
including food, water and shelter, are met



Living things grow, change and have offspring similar to themselves



recognising common features of animals, for example, head, legs and wings



describing the use of animal body parts for particular purposes, for example, moving and feeding



identifying common features of plants, for example, leaves and roots



recognising that different living things live in different places, for example, land and water



exploring what happens when habitats change and some living things can no longer have their needs met

1/2
What a Wonderful World Students will be able to use an inquiry process to investigate and evaluate the impact of human actions on natural
resources within the environment.
Earth Science


identifying Earth’s resources, including water, soil and minerals, and describing how they are used at
school and in the home



considering what might happen to humans if there were a change in a familiar available resource, for
example, water



identifying actions at school that can conserve resources, for example, turning off dripping taps

3/4
Community, Remembrance and Commemoration Students will investigate the origins of international celebrations or commemorations and why these celebrations
are significant to particular cultural groups in Australia and in other countries
Civics and Citizenship
Citizenship, Diversity and Identity


Investigate why and how people participate within communities and cultural and social groups



Describe the different cultural, religious and/or social groups to which they and others in the community
may belong

History
Historical Concepts and Skills
Historical Significance


Describe the significance of Australian celebrations, symbols and emblems

Historical Sources as evidence


Identify the origin and content features of primary sources when describing the significance of people,
places and events



Describe perspectives of people from the past

Cause and Effect


Identify and explain the causes and effects of European settlement and exploration

Elaboration (Required Focus)


Identifying the meaning of celebrations from different perspectives, for example, Australia Day for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples compared with other cultural groups

5/6
Creating a Nation Students will be able to analyse the Australian Democratic System and the laws that underpin it.
Civic and Citizenship
Government and Democracy


Discuss the values, principles and institutions that underpin Australia’s democratic forms of government
and explain how this system is influenced by the Westminster system



Describe the roles and responsibilities of the three levels of government, including shared roles and
responsibilities within Australia’s federal system



Identify and discuss the key features of the Australian electoral process



Identify the roles and responsibilities of electors and representatives in Australia’s democracy

Laws and Citizens


Explain how state/territory and federal laws are initiated and passed through parliament



Explain how and why laws are enforced and describe the roles and responsibilities of key personnel in law
enforcement, and in the legal system

Citizenship, Diversity and Identity


Identify who can be an Australian citizen and describe the rights, responsibilities and shared values of
Australian citizenship and explore ways citizens can participate in society



Identify different points of view on a contemporary issue relating to democracy and citizenship



Investigate how people with shared beliefs and values work together to achieve their goals and plan for
action

Maths Olympiad
Yesterday our Maths Olympiad team undertook their first actual competition. It was a tough one as expected, but all
of our mathematicians gave it their best shot! Future coaching sessions will focus on time management and revising
our final answers.
Well done team - only 4 more to go!
Emma Vasilevski
Assistant Principal

Sports Reports
Last Friday our Year 5 & 6 students, and a group of girls from Grade 4, played interschool sport against Seaholme
Primary School. Here are the sports reports from the teams.
Volleyball
Last week we played Seaholme Primary and both teams won convincingly. We all played well and participated as a
team. We definitely improved and the highlights were team work, great serving and excellent communication. We
also managed to hit the ball back over the net with strong serving by Manon and Lilly in the girl’s game and Kyle
and Milos in the boys’ matches.
By the Volleyball Team
Basketball
The basketball matches were won by the girls’ team and unfortunately, the boys were outplayed by the opposition.
Ewan scored for the boys and Archie and Lennart continued to play strongly throughout the match. For the girls,
Molly, Frankie and Georgia all scored, with Pearl, Chantelle and Caterina working hard in defence.
By the Basketball Team

Tennis
Last Friday, Spotswood Grade 5/6’s played Seaholme PS. The courts were lined up next to each other, so we could
watch each other’s games during singles. The boy’s games were close but after all the exciting matches, the boys
lost but it was a really good effort. The girls played competitively, and, in the end, Spotswood girls’ tennis team won
their games.
By Esther 5/6C
Softball Girls
Although Seaholme were a bit late, the Spotty team weren’t too bothered, and we set up the softball diamond and
started playing. It was a very fun game and everyone was very encouraging throughout. Spotswood girls were
winning in the first innings, but Seaholme caught up and eventually won.
By Megan 5/6T
Softball Boys
The boys’ softball team played Seaholme last week. In the first innings we hit three home runs, but in the second
innings we hit ten! Seaholme started off really well, so our great second innings caught us up a bit and got us near
them, but we ended up losing by three home runs.
By Josh 5/6T
Tomorrow we play St Mary’s Primary School, Altona. Good luck teams!

National Ride2School Day
Well done to all of our students that took part in the 2021 Ride2School Day last Friday. It was
great to see so many people riding, scooting, skating and walking to school on what turned out
to be a lovely morning. Not only are these forms of active travel good for your health, it’s good
for the environment too!
Riding, walking, scooting or skating to school means there are fewer cars on the road, which
results in a reduction in noise pollution, a reduction in energy use and a reduction in carbon emissions.
Did you know? For every kilometre you actively travel instead of driving, you save 243.8 grams of carbon
emissions. But what does that actually mean? On National Ride2School Day 2021, students across Australia saved
27 tonnes of CO2 by actively travelling to school – the equivalent of planting 187 trees. That’s only one day of the
year. Imagine if we did that every day. Over a year we’d save 5,400 tonnes of CO2 – the equivalent of planting
37,800 trees!
So congratulations to everyone who took part.
Chris Lamb
PE Teacher

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle Coordinator Needed
We have been allocated a day at Bunnings Altona North to run a Sausage Sizzle as a school fundraiser. The date is
Sunday 2nd May and the Sausage Sizzle will run from 9am – 4pm.
At this stage we are looking for 1 or 2 people to volunteer as Coordinators for this activity. Due to COVID-19,
Coordinators must be available to attend an Information Session at Bunnings to ensure all COVID-safe guidelines
are adhered to for the duration of the event. Bunnings have provided our school with clear roles for the Coordinator
which we can provide to you if you are interested.
If you would like to volunteer as a Coordinator for this event, please contact Sharon in the office on 9391 1323.
A request for volunteers for the other roles on the day will be sent out by the school early next term.

Student Awards
Congratulations to the following students who will receive an award at tomorrow’s assembly:
Prep H........ Alyssa Barclay - for having a fantastic attitude towards learning and always
putting in 100% effort
Prep V ........ Georgina Ward - going out of her way to be kind and caring towards all of her classmates and for
always having a happy smile!
Prep/1A...... Scarlett Lynch - always demonstrating enthusiasm towards our learning and ensuring our 100 days of
school always runs smoothly
1 / 2 J ......... Duncan Crawford - consistently coming to school with a positive attitude and ready to learn. For
developing a growth mindset and taking risks in his learning! Well done Duncan!!
1 / 2 K......... Ayla Sidgwick - for always participating with enormous enthusiasm in all activities and class
discussions
1 / 2 P ......... Layla Mellor - for outstanding effort in writing numbers in Kanji to 10
1 / 2 U......... Rosie Gillard - putting in exceptional effort when writing to spell words correctly and write neatly on the
lines. Amazing job!
3 / 4 B......... Seth Miller - showing persistence and resilience when conducting research for your inquiry topic. Keep
up the great work Seth!
3 / 4 J ......... Andi Chisholm – always having a positive attitude to her learning and tackling challenges with focus
and resilience. Great work Andi!
3 / 4 M ........ Halle Hitch - for always being friendly, caring and supportive of everyone in 3/4M and coming to class
every day with a positive attitude. Really outstanding work this Term, Halle!
5 / 6 C......... Oliver Gale - for having a wonderful attitude towards all learning tasks and continuing to work hard all
term. Well done Oliver!
5 / 6 M ........ Sienna Storey - for taking extra special care of a buddy during our recent Teddy Bear Picnic. You
demonstrated so much support throughout the session
5 / 6 T ......... Joshua Slade - showing great persistence to remain focused and determined towards learning tasks,
ensuring he is able to produce his best possible work. Well done Josh

To:
Scarlett L, Fred, Fox, Eamon, Mila P, Finn S, Tilly S, Ella, Maya, Marty
[School Holiday Birthdays] Finlay S, Jordan, Nathan, Liam H, Caterina, Miles D, Luca, Winter S,
Bram, Ava H, Maddie, Lennox T, Finn Th, Tom Sp, Aubree

Dates To Remember:
Friday 26th March ................................. Interschool Sport (Grade 5/6 students and a team of Grade 4s – Away vs St Mary’s PS
Altona)
Thursday 1st April................................. Last Day of Term 1 (2.30pm dismissal)
Friday 2nd April ..................................... Good Friday (Public Holiday)

Monday 19th April ................................. First Day of Term 2
Tuesday 18th May ................................ School Photo Day

Turning Chip Packets Into Butterflies
One of our School Captains, Pearl Bishop, is collecting chip packets at school which will be turned into butterflies.
The butterflies will then be displayed in a Butterfly House at Prahran Square from April 9th – 11th. You can visit the
Butterfly House between 10am and 3pm on these days at no charge.
Each classroom has a chip packet collection box and children are encouraged to put their empty chip packets into
the box for Pearl to take home.
The Butterfly House initiative is being produced by Born in a Taxi, a company run by Penny and Caro, our
wonderful Fete Zebras and Bandicoots.

Harmony Day
On Friday, 19 March, we celebrated Harmony Day, a day that shows we are all connected and inclusive of
everyone in Australia. The theme this year was – Everyone Belongs and this is definitely the case at Spotty. It was
great seeing everyone wearing the colour orange. We wore orange to promote a tolerant and culturally diverse
society where all people are valued.
The day also recognised International Down Syndrome Day with lots of children and teachers wearing coloured
socks. All students from Prep to Grade 6 participated in classroom activities to remember the importance of living in
harmony. Thank you everyone for helping to make Harmony and
International Down Syndrome Day such a successful event.
By Grade 5/6M

Harmony Day by Frankie
Harmony Day is on the 21st of
March, but we celebrated it on
the 19th of March. On this day we
wore orange clothes to show our
participation.
All the grades made Harmony
Day posters. We traced our
hands and coloured them, stuck
them on our posters and
presented them. The 5/6s also
made a very long chain by
individually saying how we can help the world be in harmony. We also
invited the prep-to-four classes to join onto the chain by making a link each.
Harmony Day is for promoting harmony, and we can do this by respecting one another.
Thank you, and enjoy your day.
By Frankie 5/6T

Three of our
beautiful
students at
Spotswood
Primary School
[L-R]: William,
Marwa & Sofie

Colourful and odd socks
were also worn by staff and
students last Friday to raise
awareness for World Down
Syndrome Day.

Teddy Bear Picnic!
This week the Grade 5/6’s invited their Prep Buddies
to a Teddy Bear Picnic! The buddies made a fun
teddy craft together and then sang the ‘Teddy Bear,
Teddy Bear, Turn Around’ song. We finished off with
a picnic with our buddies and teddies of course!
Thank you 5/6 buddies, we had so much fun!
Love from the Preps x

