Spotswood Primary School
Newsletter
Term 1 Week 5



Thursday 25th February 2021

“Where everybody is somebody”

Dear Families,

Emergency Evacuation Drill
Yesterday we held an emergency evacuation drill and practised our routines for assembling on the basketball court
in response to our siren. This was a planned evacuation so we were able to talk about it with students beforehand
and prepare them for the experience. We were very proud of our students who responded so calmly and
responsibly. We will have another drill next term that will include our prep students who were not here yesterday,
being their last Wednesday at home.

Class Captains
We would like to congratulate the following students on their appointments as Class Captains for 2021. Badges will
be awarded at assembly tomorrow at 3.15pm.
Prep H ........ Maria Smith Morales & George Hurley
Prep V ........ Charli Welsh & Ned Calbert
Prep/1A ...... Summer Rust & Tom Sinclair
1/2J ............ Milli Sugimoto & Xavier Mom
1/2K ............ Annalise Green & Luke Thomas
1/2P ............ Alex Ivelja and Marty Hegarty
1/2U............ Kaija Schokman & Liam Hartigan
3/4B ............ Anja Sajnovic & Griffin Leevers
3/4J ............ Andi Chisholm & Spencer Tout
3/4M ........... Eva Jones & Kyal O’Bree
5/6C............ Esther Linguey & Oliver Gale
5/6M ........... Lilliana Gillard & Harrison Cranwell
5/6T ............ Alannah Mom & Gilbert Wright

Message from the Principal…continued

Annual Implementation Plan Information Session – Wednesday 10th March 7:00pm
This week at School Council we presented our 2021 Annual Implementation Plan. All schools develop a Plan each
year that will guide the work towards our 4 year Strategic Plan. Sound interesting? Well yes it is! We would like to
invite families to a WebEx session where we will share these plans with our community and discuss in greater detail
what the work looks like on the ground at school. Please check next week’s newsletter for a link to the session
which will be held on Wednesday 10th March at 7:00pm.

School Council
In today’s newsletter you will find information about nominating for School Council. Our Council meets twice a term
and positions are for a 2 year term. If you have any questions about School Council, please don’t hesitate to speak
to me in the yard or call to ask me.

Our 2021 Preps
Next week our preps will start attending school every day! During February they have been having Wednesdays at
home as they build their stamina and we undertake our school entry assessments. This will be a big week for them
but we know you are ready preps!

Prep 2021 Family Information Night
Next Wednesday the 3rd of March we will be holding an Information Session for our Prep families. Now that
students have settled in, we look forward to sharing some of the school experience with you and hope you are able
to make it! Prep families will receive more information via email today.

Spotty Kitchen Garden – Garden Wednesdays
Our beautiful Spotty Kitchen Garden has been kindly tended to throughout last year and over summer through a
watering roster by a small group of parents. We are looking to recruit some new families to assist with the garden.
Starting next week, we invite families who are interested in helping with the garden to come to school on
Wednesday afternoons from 2:30pm – 3:30pm to attend to a variety of tasks such as:
 Weeding
 Mulching
 Pruning
 Training vines
 Clearing and prepping beds for planting
 Greenhouse clean up
 Transplanting and propagating
Brooke Caddell, one of our dedicated garden volunteers, will be here each week to guide you, no experience is
necessary! It will be a great help for the garden and also a lovely chance to meet some new people. Please meet
Brooke on the McLister Street side of the school.
COVID Safe practices for Garden Wednesdays
 Please check in via the QR code that will be posted up on the shed so we have a record of who has
attended.
 We have plenty of tools on site but we ask that families BYO gardening gloves and secateurs (if you have
some).
 Hand sanitiser will be available, please use before and after using tools.
 Please respect social distancing, masks not required outside.

Message from the Principal…continued

VOTE FOR CINDY!!!
If you haven’t cast your vote yet for Cindy in the National TeacherArtist Prize competition, please do so using the link below. This link
will take you straight to the artwork and voting page.
https://zart.us.launchpad6.com/ntap/entry/379
This piece is titled ‘Never Too Far From Home’ and is created using
gouache, watercolour and pen on paper.
Congratulations Cindy on your spectacular piece of art.

Jackie Green
Principal

Curriculum Update – Term 1 Week 6
Prep
Reading
Writing
Spelling
Maths
SWPB /
Respectful
Relationships

Grade 1 / 2
Reading

Writing

Spelling
Maths

SWPB /
Respectful
Relationships

WALT : discuss what is happening in the story
Recount / Special Prep Book / Handwriting / Smart Spelling
It is in the big tin.
Measurement & Geometry- Shape & Space 2D Shapes. Sort and describe squares, circles, triangles,
rectangles
Emotional Literacy: What do emotions sound like?
SWPB - Playground
Mentor text: Fruit
Predicting
*make predictions based on knowledge, personal experience, study in the content area and other reading
Searching for information
*use organisational tools to help search for information eg: table, chapter title, sidebar
*derive the meaning of a new word from context
Questioning
*ask and answer questions related to the test before, during and after reading
Procedural
*understand how to craft procedural writing from mentor texts
*include a picture to illustrate a step in a procedure
*write a procedural how – to book
‘y’ as in pony
Number & Algebra: Addition & Subtraction
- exploring doubling and halving as a strategy to solving addition and subtraction problems
- using the CUBES strategy to assist in solving addition and subtraction worded problems.
RR 2: Emotion triggers WALT: Identify experiences that can trigger particular emotions
SWPB: Playground WALT: Recognise positive playground behaviour

Grade 3 / 4
Reading
Writing

Spelling
Maths

SWPB /
Respectful
Relationships

Grade 5 / 6
Reading

Writing

Spelling
Maths

SWPB /
Respectful
Relationships

Question / Answer Relationships. How do we know what a question wants us to do? What is the most
effective and efficient way of answering questions about what we are reading?
Persuasive Writing:
 Using persuasive language in our writing (emotive language, rhetorical questions, personal
pronouns)
 modal words
 Persuasive group writing activity
tt as in letter
Addition & Subtraction
 Connection between addition and subtraction
 Subtraction strategies
 Regrouping
 Length pre-test
 Addition and Subtraction post-test
Respectful Relationships – Emotional Literacy

Establish Literature circles and roles
-discuss role and associated tasks
-establish note taking routine and presentation to the group
CONNECTIONS- make connections based on personal experience, previous reading
Individual conferences and goal setting
Narrative- to tell a story
*understand that fiction genres include realistic fiction, historical fiction, traditional literature and fantasy
*understand that fiction can be written in various ways eg; picture books, poems, songs, plays, letters,
short stories, diary and journal entries
BTN- Behind The News
listen and take notes on individual news stories. Share information and present
Gender specific nouns
Number & Algebra (subtraction) Solve/record/justify responses to problems involving whole numbers,
including multi step problems. Select and apply appropriate mental and written strategies. Reflect on
chosen method of solution for a problem
RR Emotional Literacy Roller Coaster of emotions
-recognise that emotions can vary in intensity from mild to strong
-identify situations and events/triggers that can lead to intense emotions

Maths Olympiad
Today we held our first Maths Olympiad training session for the year. It took
a while to get our brains back into competition mode and many of us were
really stretched in our thinking. How would you solve one of our problems?
Using the letters, A and B, the following 2 letter code words can be formed:
AA, BB, AB. BA. Using the letters, A, B and C, how many different threeletter code words can be formed? You have 6 minutes – GO!

The Book Club That Shall Never Be Named
On Monday afternoon our first group went on their book buying excursion. We took the train to Yarraville station and
then walked to the Younger Sun book store. In the store we were greeted by the lovely staff who talked us through
some new recommendations and helped us to select books that will both interest and challenge us. We have all
chosen some amazing books that will eventually become part of our school library. We can’t wait to get stuck into
working on our new books and promoting them to everyone else!

Emma Vasilevski
Assistant Principal
Last Monday, a group of about 10 grade 1- 5 children travelled by train to the Sun Theatre Book Shop as part of our
literacy group. With advice from Mrs Vasilevski, we each chose a book to bring back to school to read and later
discuss.
During the rest of the term these students will be reading and doing work on their reading and doing work on their
chosen books. They will write a book review and these will feature in the newsletter in the hope that others will
perhaps choose to read the book. The books themselves will go into the school library.
Brynn Hartigan 5/6M

District Swimming Carnival
At the recent District Swimming Carnival we were very proud to represent our school. Our team consisted of 21
swimmers who were very encouraging of each other. The competitors were friendly as well. It was a nerve-racking
experience because some of us were scared but we hoped we were going to win. We all tried hard and did not give
up. It was very noisy as we cheered on our team and we gained confidence as we won several events. The feeling
of winning was the best feeling ever. We came 4th overall and look forward to training hard next year.
The team members who qualified to go through to the Hobsons Bay Division Swimming Championships on 11th
March are Caterina Miller, Jack Elmore, Archie Fenn and Harrison Cranwell. We wish you all the best for this event.

Special congratulations to Jack Elmore in Grade 5/6M for winning a first
place medal for Overall Male Champion in the 100 metre freestyle race and
Manon Muir in 5/6M for coming third in the Overall Female Championship
100 metre freestyle race.
One male and one female student is chosen from each school to participate
in the 100 metre freestyle Championship event. We are all very proud of you
both for this achievement!
From the District Swimming Team 2021

Sailing Experience
For the past two weeks, the grade 5 students from 5/6M and some from 5/6C
have participated in a sailing program. In the first week, we learned about the
parts of the boat and we were towed around the bay. We practised steering and
this week we learned to sail by ourselves. Some people fell off their boats and at
the end of our session, we were able to jump into the water and swim to the
ramp. Overall, it was one of the best activities so far.
The Grade 5 Sailing Team

Student Awards
Congratulations to the following students who will receive an award at tomorrow’s assembly:
Prep H........ Lucas Goustis - always trying his best and making big improvements with number
writing. Great job!
Prep V ........ Lasika Chandrasekera - being a kind and helpful friend to everyone in our classroom!
Prep/1A...... Josiah Dixon – for your constant ‘have a go’ attitude! Thanks Josiah
1 / 2 J ......... Amelia Willis - being a role model for her peers during learning and always trying her best!
1 / 2 K......... Olivia Ward - for contributing thoughtful ideas to our class discussions and always putting effort into
her work!
1 / 2 P ......... Flynn Smith - demonstrating great effort in his addition and subtraction strategies
1 / 2 U......... Kaija Schokman - showing persistence in Maths when finding missing numbers in the 5’s pattern

3 / 4 B......... Winter Hall - for your fantastic contributions to our class discussion and for demonstrating superb
listening skills!
3 / 4 J ......... Willow Duncan Higgs- always coming to school with a positive attitude, a smile on her face and ready
to learn! Keep up the great work, Willow!
3 / 4 M ........ Orla Lynch - for showing so much care for our classroom and all the people in it. Thank you for being
such a good example of our Spotty values!
5 / 6 C......... Kael Kerr- For his eager attitude towards learning this week, particularly towards Numeracy. Thank
you for participating in class discussion and your enthusiasm to learn.
5 / 6 M ........ Terrence Leung - for displaying commitment and passion towards his leadership work. Keep up the
great effort, Terrence.
5 / 6 T ......... Lochlan Craik - consistently coming to school with a positive attitude and ready to learn, whilst always
respecting the opinions of his classmates. Thank you Lochlan.

To:
Olivia R, Annabelle J

Dates To Remember:
Friday 26th February .............. Interschool Sport (Grade 5/6 students) – games cancelled as Altona Nth PS
unavailable
Monday 1st March .................. Preps start attending school full time
Wednesday 3rd March............ 2021 Prep Information Night (7pm-8pm)
Thursday 4th March ................ Year 5 Sailing (Group 2 – Year 5s in 5/6C with surnames K-Z and all Year 5s in 5/6T)
Friday 5th March ..................... Interschool Sport (Grade 5/6 students)
Monday 8th March .................. Labour Day Public Holiday (no children at school)
Thursday 11th March .............. Year 5 Sailing (Group 2 – Year 5s in 5/6C with surnames K-Z and all Year 5s in 5/6T)
Hobsons Bay Division Swimming Carnival
Friday 12th March ................... Interschool Sport (Grade 5/6 students)
Friday 19th March ................... Interschool Sport (Grade 5/6 students)
Tuesday 23rd March ............... School Council meeting (6.15pm)
Friday 26th March ................... Interschool Sport (Grade 5/6 students)
Thursday 1st April................... Last Day of Term 1 (2.30pm dismissal)
Monday 19th April ................... First Day of Term 2

SPORTS 4 SCHOOL
Dear Families,
As a way to assist the children transition back into OSHC, we are
providing a series of free sport incursions to get the children (and
educators) moving! Sports 4 Schools (S4S) is an exciting, energetic,
and enjoyable health and wellbeing program for primary school
children.
Dates: This will happen every Thursday in the afternoon session
between 4:15-5:15pm. TBC on the dates. I will update you all once
we get confirmation.

Dear Parents,
Below is the 2021 Notice of Election and call for nominations for School Council. School Council
elections are held at this time each year. A position on School Council is for a two year term, and
‘retiring’ members are eligible to re-stand for School Council.
School Council meetings are held twice per term from 6.15pm to 8.15pm and all members are expected
to sit on one sub-committee. Sub-committee meetings are also held twice a term and run for
approximately 30-45 minutes.
Our sub-committees are Buildings & Grounds, Community Engagement & Participation, Policy &
Curriculum and Finance. You do not need to be a School Council member to join a sub-committee.
Further information about these committees will be available after the election process concludes.
On the back of this notice is a FAQ sheet about School Council, however I encourage you to come and
see me if you have any queries.
Jackie Green
Principal

Schedule 4: Notice of Election and Call for Nominations
An election is to be conducted for members of the School Council of Spotswood Primary School.
If you are interested in standing for School Council, please obtain a nomination form from the
office.
Nomination forms may be obtained from the school office and must be lodged by:

4.00 pm on Thursday 4th March
If an election is required, the ballot will close at:

4.00 pm on Thursday 18th March
Following the closing of nominations a list of the nominations received will be posted at the school.
The terms of office, membership categories and number of positions in each membership category
open for election are as follows –
Membership category

Term of office

Parent member

From the day after the date of the
declaration of the poll in 2021 to and
inclusive of the date of the declaration
of the poll in 2023

4

From the day after the date of the
declaration of the poll in 2021 to and
inclusive of the date of the declaration
of the poll in 2023

1

DEECD employee member

J. Green
Principal
25/2/2021

Number of positions

School Council Elections 2021 - Information for Parents
What is a school council and what does it do?
All Government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted
bodies that are given powers to set the key directions of a school within centrally provided
guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able to directly influence the quality of
education that the school provides for its students.
Who is on the school council?
There are three possible categories of membership:
 A mandated elected Parent category. More than one third of the total members
must be from this category. Department of Education and Training (DET) employees
can be Parent members at their child’s school as long as they are not employed at the
school.
 A mandated elected DEECD employee category. Members of this category may
make up no more than one third of the total membership of school council. The
principal of the school is automatically one of these members.
 An optional Community member category. Its members are appointed by a
decision of the council because of their special skills, interests or experiences. DET
employees are not eligible to be Community members.
The term of office for all members is two years. Half the members must retire each year,
creating vacancies for the annual school council elections.
Why is Parent membership so important?
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can
help shape the direction of the school.
Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying in
itself and may also find that their children feel a greater sense of belonging.
How can you become involved?
The most obvious way is to vote in the elections, which are held in Term 1 each year.
However, ballots are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are
positions vacant.
In view of this, you might seriously consider
 standing for election as a member of the school council
 encouraging another person to stand for election.
Do I need special experience to be on school council?
No. What you do need is an interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in
partnership with others to help shape the school’s future.
Remember
 Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what
to do
 Consider standing for election to council this year
 Be sure to vote in the elections

