
  

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Families,  

This morning Mrs Vasilevski and I attended our Regional Principal forum, and it was interesting 

to hear from our colleagues about the similar experiences in many schools as we reconnect and 

re-engage with learning at school this year. We have enjoyed being able to chat with families in 

the yard again this year and we are very conscious of the missed social experiences of schools 

in the past two years. Hopefully restrictions will continue to ease and we will be able to start 

planning some community events where we can come together.  

Rapid Antigen Test Packs  (or RAT packs as I like to call them!)  

This afternoon we received our delivery of Rapid Antigen Tests for the next two weeks of testing and would like 

to advise families that they will be available for pick up on the basketball court after school tomorrow. If you are 

not able to pick them up tomorrow, don’t worry, we will be out there again on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

morning and afternoon. We thank families for their support of this twice weekly testing program. I have no doubt 

that it has made a significant impact on reducing transmission in our school community. 

Emergency Evacuation Drill  

Yesterday we held an emergency evacuation drill and practised our routines for assembling on the basketball 

court in response to our siren. This was a planned evacuation so we were able to talk about it with students 

beforehand and prepare them for the experience. We were very proud of our students who responded so calmly 

and responsibly. We will have another drill next term that will include our prep students who were not here 

yesterday, being their last Wednesday at home.  
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Message from the Principal…continued 

School Council 

In today’s newsletter you will find information about nominating for School Council. Our Council meets twice a 

term and positions are for a 2 year term. If you have any questions about School Council, please don’t hesitate to 

speak to me in the yard or call to ask me. 

Prep 2022 Families Information Night  

On Wednesday the 2nd of March at 7:00pm we will be holding an Information Session for our current Prep 

families. From next week, our preps will be coming to school 5 days a week and now that they are more settled 

in, we look forward to sharing some of the school experiences with you and hope you are able to make it! Prep 

families have been provided with a link for this Webex session via email.  

Lunch Orders 

Lunch orders will commence next Thursday 3rd March and will be available every Thursday, I’m sure students will 

be very excited by their return. Information was emailed to families last week and we encourage you to make 

sure you have installed the app and placed your orders well before the 8:45am cut off time on Thursday 

mornings to avoid disappointment.  

Parking / Drop off Zone 

We have had several reports of unsafe parking practices in Reed Street this week and I would like to remind 

families to be extremely mindful of the dangers of not obeying parking rules around children.  

DO NOT park on the nature strip along Reed Street near the purple gate. There have been two reported 

instances of parents reversing up the kerb onto the nature strip after school this week, narrowly missing parents 

and young children waiting for pick up.  

I remind parents of the drop off and pick up zone along Reed Street and encourage you to consider this as an 

option for a smooth, quick and safe drop off or pick up. Included with today’s newsletter is a reminder about how 

the drop off and pick up zone works.  

Jackie Green 

Principal 

Curriculum Update – Term 1 Week 6 

 Continuous 
reporting 

Prep 

Reading  WALT : 
understand the difference between a letter and a word 
look at the first letter 

 

Writing  Recount 
Special Prep Book 
Handwriting 
Smart Spelling 

pencil grip/ random letters/ letter formations/ listening to and recording sounds in 
words/ finger spaces /full stops 

 

Spelling This tap is on and that tap is off.  

Maths  Number & Algebra Whole Number  

SWPB / 
Respectful 
Relationships  

Emotional Literacy: 
Mirror Mirror on the wall, how are you feeling overall? 
SWPBS - Learning Spaces 
 

 

 



Grade 1 / 2   

Reading Mentor text: The Big History Timeline (Week 1/2) 

Analysing: understand what distinguishes fiction from non-fiction 

Analysing: Use specific language to talk about book and print features eg; front 
cover, author, illustrator, timeline, subheadings 

Making connections: use prior knowledge to understand the content in a nonfiction 
text; make connections to other areas of study 

Analysing: Recognise that an author uses time order to describe a process 

Maintaining fluency: read both orally and silently at a rate that reflects fluent 
processing; read orally with appropriate phrasing, pausing, intonation, word stress 
and rate; read parts of script with expression 

 

Writing Recount: I know what I did this summer (3 weeks) 

GENRE 
*understand that a memoir is a biographical text in which a writer reflects on a 
memorable experience, time, place or person 
*understand that a factual text may use techniques (interesting words, description, 
illustrations) to engage and entertain readers as it gives than factual information  
*select a meaningful topic 
*usually write in first person  
*describe the setting and how it relates to the author’s experiences 
*use words that show the passage of time 
*tell details about the important events in the story 
*write in a way that shows the significance of the story 
*describe characters by what they do, say and think and by what others think about 
them 

 

Spelling o as in frog  

Maths Length & Area (2 weeks) 

Compare and order several shapes and objects based on length … using appropriate 
uniform informal units  

Compare and order several shapes and objects based on … area … using appropriate 
uniform informal units  

 
 

SWPB / 
Respectful 
Relationships 

Playground   

Grade 3 / 4           

Reading  QAR- Developing an understanding of question-answer-relationships and applying 
this to read and respond to NAPLAN style tests. 

• Right There Questions  

• Think and Search Questions  

 
 

Writing Genre focus: Persuasive 
Writing a persuasive text 
Students continue the practice of writing a persuasive text, using the writing cycle. 
We will revise a different persuasive device each day in a mini lesson (modality, 
rhetorical questions, emotive language, rule of 3, alliteration), and then students will 
work independently on their persuasive piece.  

 

Spelling ‘y’ as in pony  

Maths Topic: Add & Subtract revision  
Consolidating our understanding of the connection between addition and 
subtraction 
Revisiting various strategies for solving addition and subtraction problems 
Solving worded problems by identifying which operation to use and applying a 
strategy that fits 
Checking the reasonableness of our answers 

 

SWPB / 
Respectful 
Relationships 

Office spaces   
 

 

  



 

Grade 5 / 6           

Reading Mentor text: Waves 

• notice how a writer uses language to help readers experience what characters 
are feeling 

• identify familiar and new content and ideas gained while reading a text 

• infer beliefs, customs and perspectives of people who live in other cultures or 
from people who lived in the near or distant past 

 

Writing Introducing 6+1 Writing Traits 
ideas- topic choice 
organisation- beginning, middle and end 
voice- tone, author message 
word choice- rich language 
sentence fluency- structure and flow 
conventions- spelling paragraphing, grammar usage 
presentation 

 

Spelling  ‘c’ as in city  

Maths Measurement and Geometry: Length & Distance 
-Recognising the equivalence of measurements -1.25 m and 125 cm 
-Identifying and using the correct operations when converting units between mm, 
cm, m, km, g, kg, tonne etc. 

-Converting between common metric units of length 

   

SWPB / 
Respectful 
Relationships 

I can understand that different people bring a range of ideas and strengths.  
 
This will be examined through multiple intelligences.  

 

 
 

Emma Vasilevski 

Assistant Principal 
 

 

 

What’s Happening in Our Classrooms 

Prep – Maths 

In maths this week the Preps have been practising our counting skills. We have been counting forwards and 
backwards. The Preps created their own counting rockets this week so that we could practise counting 
backwards from 10 and also from 20 (this is really tricky!). Our counting rockets helped us to keep track of the 
numbers as we counted backwards. It’s also lots of fun to make our rockets BLAST OFF! when we get to zero! 

Melanie Voigt 
Prep V Classroom Teacher 

   



 

   

 
Years 1 & 2 – Connections to Countries 

This week in Inquiry grade 1 and 2, we have been looking at our personal connections to Australia and also other 
countries around the world. We have been finding out some fascinating information about the students' own 
connections in their family. The children chose to draw about a country that they have some kind of connection 
with and draw something special that represents it.  

Ruby Cridland  
1/2C Classroom Teacher  

   
  



Years 3 & 4 – Healthy Minds 

In our Inquiry unit we have been identifying ways to maintain a healthy mind. We shared the strategies that we 
use and researched how these ways can benefit us. We enjoyed creating posters to explain the benefits of our 
favourite strategy to advertise our healthy mind ‘tips’ to a wider audience. Some ways we identified were, 
listening to music, spending time with our pets, drawing and sharing our feelings with our family. 

Sally Vaughan  
3/4V Classroom Teacher 
 

     

 
 

Years 5 & 6 – Literature Circles 

This week, the 5/6 cohort got organised to start doing Literature Circles! We were sorted into groups and picked 
the texts we will be reading and discussing over the next 5 weeks. We shared the roles of Discussion Director, 
Word Wizard, Literary Luminary, Stellar Summariser and Adventuring Artist. This helps us to focus on and build 
different comprehension skills. Each week we will meet up in our groups and have rich discussions about the 
text. We are so excited to get started!! 

Sally Uldrikis 
5U Classroom Teacher 
  



 

 

Specialist – Wellbeing 

   

   

Images: Year 1/2 drawing and writing in their Wellbeing Journals thoughts that help them stay positive.  

The Year 1/2s have been exploring ways to build a positive mindset. We’ve been looking at ‘Positive Emotional 
Anchors’. These 'Anchors' are thoughts, pictures, objects or sounds which we can use to make us feel good. 
They have a positive meaning for us. Some children do this naturally with a blanket or a teddy bear, when they 
feel unsafe - they can quickly grab it to feel better, but we can all do this just as well in our minds. We can create 
a ‘positive emotional anchor’ in our mind and access it when we need it - to feel positive, safe or calm.  
  



WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

The Wellbeing room needs a class set of mini lavender & flaxseed eye pillows. If you can sew and are interested 
in making these for our Wellbeing program, please email Cindy Asp for more information: 
cynthia.asp@education.vic.gov.au 

Cindy Asp 
Wellbeing Teacher 

In Other News… 

District Swimming Carnival 

Last Friday our school swimming team participated in the District Swimming competition at Victoria University. Mr 

Lamb and Mrs Vasilevski attended to coach and cheer and were very proud of the way students gave their best 

effort and supported each other throughout the morning. 

Congratulations to the following students who have made it through to the Hobsons Bay Division event which will 

be held on Wednesday 16th March at the Werribee Outdoor Pool: 

Leroy Spiteri-Caird 

Jack Elmore 

Patrick Creaney 

Eamon Needham 

Brynn Hartigan 

Harrison Cranwell 

Xavier Mom 

Lost Property 

Please let us know if your child is the owner of any of the following items currently in lost property: 
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Student Awards 

Congratulations to the following students who received an award this week. 

Prep S .........Percy Finlay - for putting lots of effort into his reading and pointing to each word as he reads. Well 

done, Percy 

Prep V .........Indie Tout - being a kind, caring and considerate friend. We are lucky to have you in Prep V! 

1 / 2 C..........Cass Roberts - for trying his best and helping his classmates out in Numeracy. Fantastic work 

Cass! 

1 / 2 H..........Badaso Rashid - for making great progress in Maths, especially in using a number line for addition 

and subtractions. 

1 / 2 J ..........Emma Ward - for showing so much focus when working on her holiday recount during writing and 

for extending herself during spelling! 

1 / 2 P ..........Josiah Dixon - always listening well and respecting his classmates’ right to learn. A great example! 

3 / 4 B..........Spencer Riley-Chan - for mastering the skill of subtraction with regrouping! You showed excellent 

persistence Spencer. 

3 / 4 K..........Frankie Hogan - for participating in class discussions and applying enormous effort and thought 
into all of her work. 

3 / 4 M .........Ruby Miller – for amazing effort in maths this week. Your enthusiasm for vertical algorithms was 

inspiring to those around you. Well done :) 

3 / 4 V ..........Jack Spiteri - for taking ownership of your learning in Maths by making choices that allow your 

efforts and achievements to shine through! 

5 U ..............Oliver Heselton - for working hard to follow the Writing Cycle to create a narrative and publish it into 
a book. Keep up the great work! 

6 M ..............Maya de Graaf - for being a supportive and responsible friend. We appreciate the effort and 
commitment you have demonstrated to assist your peers. 

6 T ...............Zara Elbob - by taking herself out of her comfort zone and showing impressive initiative during our 
Unit of Inquiry presentations. Well done Zara! 

 

To: 

Olivia R 

Dates To Remember: 

Friday 25th February ............... Year 5 & 6 Interschool Sport (at Altona North Primary School) 

Monday 28th February ............ Preps start full time 

 Leadership Incursion (Years 5 & 6) 

Tuesday 1st March .................. Sailing Program (Grade 5U) 

Wednesday 2nd March ............ Prep 2022 Families Information Night (7:00pm via Webex) 

Thursday 3rd March ................ Lunch Orders Start for 2022 


