
  

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Families,  

RAT Delivery 

Yesterday we received our latest delivery of RAT packs and they will be available for distribution 

before and after school over the next week. We are very grateful to our families for your support 

of this twice weekly program which we believe has helped with early detection of cases and 

reduced the transmission here at school. Not only does this help keep the school a safe place for students to 

learn, but it contributes to a safe workspace for our staff and we appreciate your support.  

Camp 

Next week our Year 5/6 students will be heading to ‘The Portsea Camp’ for a three day adventure. I have just 

been checking the weather forecast and it looks like we are going to be able to have a great experience. Families 

of students attending camp will receive an email today with information about the camp’s requirements around 

testing with your RAT before we go. Please read this carefully to avoid delays on Monday morning.  

Laptops  

We still have a few laptops at homes from remote learning last year. We would appreciate it if families could return 

them as soon as possible to school so we can utilise them across the school in our programs.  

HARMONY WEEK & WORLD DOWN SYNDROME DAY  

Next week on Friday 25th March we will be celebrating Harmony Week & World Down Syndrome Day with the 

theme ‘Everyone Belongs’. We encourage students to wear orange as a symbol of inclusivity, acceptance and 

belonging. We will also acknowledge Down Syndrome Day by wearing odd, coloured socks. Our Harmony Day 

celebration will include activities in our classrooms and an assembly where we will showcase the day’s activities. 

Please feel free to join us for assembly next Friday at 3:15pm.  

I met with our School Captains today and they would like to invite students to bring a gold coin contribution on 

Friday and the funds raised will be donated to the following two organisations: 

Down Syndrome Victoria - an 
organisation who works in 
partnership with our school  

 

WWF Australia to support care for 
animals affected by the floods.   

 

 

 

Jackie Green 

Principal 
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Curriculum Update – Term 1 Week 9 

 Continuous 
reporting 

Prep 

Reading  WALT : 
*anticipate the text 
*Make predictions based on pictures from a text 
*predict the end of a story based on the beginning or middle 
*Make predictions based on personal experience or knowledge. 

 

Writing  Recount 
Special Prep Book 
Handwriting 
Smart Spelling 

 

Spelling I went to get a net.  

Maths  Number & Algebra Pattern & Algebra 
 

 

SWPB / 
Respectful 
Relationships  

Personal Strengths:  
Building strengths through co-operative games 
 

 

Grade 1 / 2   

Reading Mentor text: Boy 
Inferring: 
*Make inferences about where the story takes place 

*infer character traits, feelings and motivations from what characters say, think or 
do and what others say or think about them 

*recognise and understand traits in complex characters that change 

*infer reasons for character change 
Maintaining fluency: read both orally and silently at a rate that reflects fluent 
processing; read orally with appropriate phrasing, pausing, intonation, word stress 
and rate; read parts of script with expression 

 

Writing Narrative  

Generating & Planning 
*understand that a fiction text may involve one or more events in the life of the 
main character 
*understand the use of setting, plot with a problem, solution and characters)  
*write a simple fiction story 

 

Spelling ck as in duck  

Maths Multiplication & Division  

Recognise and represent multiplication as repeated addition, groups and arrays 
(VCMNA108) 

Recognise and represent division as grouping into equal sets and solve simple 
problems using these representations (VCMNA109) 

 
SWPB / 
Respectful 
Relationships 

SWPB: Community  

Grade 3 / 4           

Reading  Reading and Respond Strategies 
- Compare and Contrast 
- Process of elimination when answering difficult questions.  
- Discussing question strategies with a reading buddy  
 

 
 

Writing Genre focus: Narrative  
Expanding noun groups 
Expanding verb groups 
Exploring show don’t tell technique 
Exciting endings 

 

Spelling ‘y’ as in pyramid  

 



Maths Topic: Multiplication and Division  
Students will be continuing to explore multiplication through arrays, repeated 
addition, and the split strategy.  
We will continue with times table practice for homework.  

 

SWPB / 
Respectful 
Relationships 

Matrix Revision  
 

Grade 5 / 6         CAMP   

Reading Mentor text: The Little Refugee 

• make connections between fiction and non-fiction texts that have the same 
setting  

• use previous reading of non-fiction to understand the events in historical 
fiction (between The Little Refugee and The Happiest Refugee)  

 

Writing Genre: Autobiography 
Focus: Text layout, punctuation 
 

 

Spelling  n/a  

Maths 
Multiplication and division games  

  

SWPB / 
Respectful 
Relationships 

WALT: 
Understand the importance of developing and nurturing a growth mindset  
 
Link to writing- reflection about camp  

 

 

Emma Vasilevski 

Assistant Principal 
 

 

What’s Happening in Our Classrooms 

Prep – Smart Spelling / Writing 

This week for Smart Spelling, the preps have been learning all about the word ‘sun’. We read the picture story 
book ‘Sun, Sun’ and the students had a go at ‘cutting and pasting’ a scene from the book. This is an activity that 
we have been doing to strengthen our fine motor skills. The preps then had a go at writing a sentence from the 
book, or copying from the board. They did such a good job! 

Bridget Sherrin 
Prep S Classroom Teacher 

 

       

 
  



Years 1 & 2– Maths 

Students this week started their investigations into multiplication and division by looking at real-life examples of 
arrays. In 1/2P, students found arrays everywhere, including our 2x4 bookshelves, our 3x4 tub trolleys, our 3x6 
School Wide Positive Behaviour matrix, and our 12x6 windows! Students also immersed themselves in practical 
application, creating array buildings to go into an array city while identifying the multiplication number sentence 
they had created. 

Simon Pollard 
1/2P Classroom Teacher 
 

   

 Lorelei Victoria and Abdul 

   

 Josiah Odin 

 
  



Years 3 & 4 – Inquiry Incursion – “Healthy Eating” 

The 3/4's enjoyed a fun and interactive incursion last week which gave us ideas about what kinds of foods are 
best for growing and maintaining healthy bodies. We learnt about which foods target specific areas of our body 
like our heart, bones and muscles. 

“Luke showed us how she lost her super power because she ate twenty five sugar cubes in the junk food she ate 
that day”. By Tyler 

“I liked that they said tuna was a healthy protein because I like eating tuna.” By Benjamin 

“I leant what’s good for me and my brain and my body. Luke taught me about different foods that are good for 
different parts of my body”. By Halle 

Sally Vaughan 
3/4V Classroom Teacher 

    

   

 
 
  



Years 5 & 6 – Reading/Inquiry – “Waves” 

“Waves” is a narrative non-fiction book about the waves of migration to the shores of Australia, and the Year 5s 
and 6s are currently using this text as a link between our Reading and Inquiry units. In addition to examining the 
literary features of the book, students have also been spending time researching the real-world associations and 
personal-connections we are able to make with the poignant themes throughout. 

Aaron Turner 
6T Classroom Teacher 

         
 

    
 

 

 

 
  



Specialist – PE 

 

 

Our 3-6 students have been learning about the game of Volleyball over the last couple of weeks. Students have 
practised serving, digging and setting the ball during our sessions and we have played some full games of 
Volleyball (5/6s) and modified Volleyball (3/4s) in our last couple of sessions. 

 

On Wednesday of this week we had 7 students who represented the Altona District at the Hobsons Bay Division 
swimming championships. All of our students represented our school and district with great distinction, giving 
their best effort in each of their individual events and our relay. Well done everyone. 

Chris Lamb 
PE Teacher 
  



In Other News… 

Summer Sport 

Last Friday the Year 5 & 6 students played their third round of interschool sport against Sacred Heart Primary 

School. 

Here are the sports reports. 

Basketball: 

On Friday, 11 March the girls’ basketball team headed to Sacred Heart. It was a tough match and we lost 10-32. 

We did our best; however, we needed to get more rebounds and play a stronger defence. Congratulations to 

Sacred Heart on a well-deserved win - Liana Taufa 

Last Friday, Spotswood played Sacred Heart for an away game. We lost 8-28. Hopefully we do better next week. 

We are going to be working hard for the next few days trying to build our teamwork, practise passing the ball 

around and scoring more accurately - Robbie Virk 

We played against Sacred Heart last Friday and sadly both basketball teams lost. Sacred Heart had their Grade 

5 camp so most of their boy players were away and they had to use some of their girl players on their boy’s team 

– Max Ilett 

On Friday we played basketball against Sacred Heart. Well, we didn’t win, however the match was a fun and 

competitive game. In the end we lost but there was lots of great sportsmanship! – Terrence Leung 

Volleyball: 

Last Friday at Sacred Heart we didn’t play volleyball because there was no volleyball team so instead we 

watched basketball. It was pretty fun to watch the basketballers – Marli Weldhagen 

Tennis: 

Last Friday we played at the courts near Sacred Heart. It was a good game and was enjoyable. Unfortunately the 

girls lost, but we all enjoyed playing a fair game with Sacred Heart’s players – Anja Sajnovic and Andi Chisholm 

Softball: 

On Friday we played Sacred Heart at the Newport Oval and the score was 8-11. Unfortunately, we lost. Runs 

were scored by Lochlan, Oliver H and Oliver G, Flynn and Sam. Oliver H did an amazing job at pitching and the 

team batted well. We will continue to work on fielding and catching - Sam Georgiades and Jacob Germantis   

Student Awards 

Congratulations to the following students who received an award this week. 

Prep S .........Zoe Richards - for putting lots of effort and detail into her drawings and having a 

can do attitude towards her writing. Keep up the great work, Zoe! 

Prep V .........Ben Wang - applying himself to his school work, particularly writing tasks and for his willingness to 

take risks with his learning. Well done! 

1 / 2 C..........Hallie Slatkin - for trying her hardest in all learning tasks and also taking her time to assist her 

classmates if they need help. Great work Hallie. 

1 / 2 H..........Grayson Williams - for showing more independence and confidence with your writing. Well done! 

1 / 2 J ..........Olivia Grundy - by showing focus and determination to correctly form lowercase letters during 

writing. Well done!  

  



1 / 2 P ..........Abdul Abdo - for asking interesting and insightful questions during our investigations into the text 

Boy. 

3 / 4 B..........Finn Taylor - excelling during our work on figurative language. Your paragraph containing 3 

different types was awesome! Keep up the great work! 

3 / 4 K..........Sonny Burdeu - for demonstrating a growth mindset by always attempting all tasks to the best of 
his ability and being willing to share what he has done with others. Thanks so much Sonny! 

3 / 4 M .........William Howard - for consistently applying yourself in lessons, putting in your best effort every day 

and always coming to class ready for learning. Fantastic! 

3 / 4 V ..........Millie Boothroyd - for bringing a positive attitude and big smile to school each day. You should be 

proud of all your efforts at school. Superstar! 

5 U ..............Griffin Leevers - for always being a role model in the classroom and supporting your peers during 
learning tasks. You’re a star! 

6 M ..............Esther Linguey - for demonstrating responsibility and leadership within our classroom environment. 
We appreciate the support and care you offer to all of us each day! 

6 T ...............Edmund Russell - for demonstrating a growth mindset in approaching all tasks with determination 
and pride, and actively stretching his comfort zone. Wonderful stuff, Edmund! 

 

To: 

Harry G, Jess, River D, Emma, Georgina 

Dates To Remember: 

Monday 21st March – Wednesday 23rd March .......Year 5 & 6 Camp to Portsea 

Friday 25th March...................................................Year 5 & 6 Interschool Sport (Away vs St Mary’s PS Altona) 

 Harmony Day & World Down Syndrome Day (gold coin donation) 

 Ride To School Day 

Tuesday 29th March ...............................................School Council meeting (6.15pm) 

Wednesday 30th March ..........................................Year 1/2 Excursion to Footscray 

Friday 8th April .......................................................Last Day of Term 1 (2.30pm dismissal) 

Tuesday 26th April..................................................First Day of Term 2 

 

  



 


