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„At Spotswood Primary School we create an environment where everyone feels worthwhile, 

respected, confident and inspired to do their best‟. 
 

Term 3 Week 4: Friday 7
th

 August, 2009

Principal’s Report 

D ear Parents,  

I donôt usually start off with a 

cliché, and you will  have 

probably heard this before  - ñIt 

takes a village to raise a childò 

and thatôs certainly whatôs 

happening at our school. The 

commitment by all staff is 

evident and ongoing. Together 

with our parents and volunteers, 

we are continuing to provide a 

fantastic learning place for all 

our children.  Thank you to all 

the parents who have donated 

their time and support in 

assisting with several activities 

already this term.  

Thank you Paul Cairns, Marion 

Stanford and Tracy Phillips 

who helped at the recent Round 

Robin Sports Day; Lisa 

Wroblewski for her tireless 

efforts with the gardening club 

and planting around the school; 

Tim Areskog helps with various 

jobs around the school; Joyce 

Fraser office helper and craft 

club and together with Piers 

works on the garden beds in the 

grounds; Max Elliott for his 

repairs and maintenance of our 

carpets and mats; Jo Boyd and 

Karen Burns who meet weekly  

to organise the Fete as well as 

Joôs involvement in the craft 

club; Janet Albury who also 

helps with the craft club; our 

reading mums & dads -  Effie 

Tsakmakidis, Nicole Harrison, 

Graham Heffernan, Katherine 

Blakemore,  Alison Riley, who 

also works with Helen Penrose 

in the Library.  

Iôd also like to thank our 

volunteers; Yvonne who works 

in the Library; Janice who hears 

our Preps read and Kusum who 

helps in the 5/6 area. 

You will no doubt have heard 

about the Western Region 

Blueprint, which outlines the 

key actions for all schools in 

this Region over the next three 

years. Our school based 

coaches, Helen Hardy and 

Sandra Ristic-Keena, together 

with Melanie Voigt, are 

participating in ongoing 

professional learning which is 

then brought back and shared 

with the other staff.  Other 

activities that have been 

organised include visits to other 

school and reciprocal visits to 

Spotswood PS for teachers to 

observe Literacy and Numeracy 

lessons in action. Over the 

remainder of the term, we have 

organised for two teachers each 

week, to visit Newport Lakes 

PS to observe a consultant 

working in the area of Literacy.  

Cheryl Peat, Melanie Voigt and 

I will be taking classes to cover 

these absences.  

As you may already know, we 

will be celebrating our 

Centenary in 2010 and a small 

committee has been meeting to 

start organising the activities 

that will take place during the 

year. Our official opening date 

was July 18, 1910. In preparing 

for this event, we are looking 

for your assistance. Included in 

the newsletter is a questionnaire 

to help us gather historical 

information for the centenary 

celebrations. If you can assist, 

please give us as much detail as 

possible on the form and return 

it to the school office or email 

the school. The questionnaire is 

also available on our schoolôs 

web site and from the office.  

To those who like to have a 

visual representation of the 

school calendar, there is one 

attached to this newsletter. Let 

me know what you think! 

Food for thought: “A rose only 

becomes beautiful and impresses 

others when it opens up and blooms. 

Its greatest tragedy is to stay in a 

tight-closed bud, never fulfilling its 

potential.” 

Enjoy your weekend everyone! 

Cheers! 

Annia Dear 

Principal 
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  Spotty Calendar   
Friday 21

st
 August 

 óJungle Bungleô Whole School 

Performance for Book Week *  

Saturday 22
nd

 August ï Friday 28
th

 

August 

 Book Week 2009 

óBook Safariô Theme 

Book Fair in Library after school 

(Monday to Thursday) 

Friday 28
th

 August 

 YDPSSA Athletics Carnival * 

Tuesday 1
st
 September ï Friday 4

th
 

September 

 Grade 5/6 Camp to Swan Hill * 

Tuesday 15
th

 September 

 Primary Music Instituteôs Keyboard 

Lessons Open Day * 

Friday 18
th

 September 

 Last Day of Term 3 

Monday 5
th

 October 

 First Day of Term 4 

Sunday 18
th

 October 

 Spotswood Primary Schoolôs 

Annual Fete 
 

* More details coming soon! 

Premierôs Reading 

Challenge 

Congratulations to Tom 

Edmonds from 3/4J and Cam 

Buck and Alex Mokdsi from 

5/6V for completing the 

Premierôs Reading Challenge!! 

Some of our studentôs favourite 

books are: 

¶ óNew Moonô by Stephenie 
Meyer 

¶ óThe Curse of the Cheese 

Pyramidô by Geronimo 

Stilton 

¶ óSorcerer in the Northô by 

John Flanagan 

¶ óFantastic Mr Foxô by Roald 

Dahl 

So far 39 students have 

completed the Challenge and 

many students are still busy 

reading their way through it. 

Keep going everyone!! 

An Important Note to Parents 

All children who have 

completed the Challenge by 31
st
 

August 2009 will receive a 

Certificate from Premier John 

Brumby and will have their 

name printed in the óPremierôs 

Reading Challenge Honour 

Rollô in The Age. If you do not 

wish your childôs name to be 

printed in The Age, please 

contact Sharon in the office as 

soon as possible. 

MS Readathon 

óHero of the Weekô 

Congratulations to 

Angus Raiskums 

(1/2M) who has 

been named 

Victorian 

Readathon óHero of 

the Weekô by the MS 

Readathon organisation. 

A story about Angus can be 

seen by accessing the following 

website 

www.msreadathon.org.au/click/

hero/hero.asp  

Well done Angus. We are very 

proud of you!! 

Gardening Club 

Update 

Green Market Day 

Fundraising Report 

Many thanks again for 

everyone's help with the Green 

Market Day held last term. At 

this week's assembly the 

Gardening Club was proud to 

show off plants purchased with 

the funds raised on the Market 

Day. 

For the new orchard: 

¶ Apple Tree - Gala, 

early fruit (November) 

¶ Mulberry Tree - White for 

the silkworms 

¶ Apricot Tree - Ellendale, 

early fruit (November) 

¶ Orange Tree - Blood Orange 

¶ Mandarin Tree 

For the courtyard: 

¶ A Camellia with 

ruffled pink 

flowers has been 

bought to replace 

the Camellia that has died 

(thanks to Tim for removing 

the old plant). 

¶ Four new Azaleas will fill i n 

this garden box. 

For the corner garden box 

near the library and office: 

¶ A Fuchsia that 

will grow to 2 

metres and some 

fragrant plants 

including 2 

Gardenias and a Daphne. 

A little less than half the $500 

raised has been spent. The Club 

had planned to spend part of the 

funds on native trees for the 

grounds, especially around the 

oval. With grateful thanks to 

Bunnings the school has been 

given 40 native plants (see 

below), so the remaining funds 

will now be spent on more 

plants for the orchard, the 

courtyard and to start a herb 

garden in the garden box 

outside the canteen. 

Whatôs in the three plant 

beds? 

One bed at the front 

has flowers. 

Daffodil bulbs are 

coming up, Primulas 

are flowering in pink and 

purple. In the middle blue 

Cornflowers are growing and 

will flower in a few weeks. 

The middle bed has strawberry 

plants, spinach seedlings 

sprouting in the middle and the 

other end is holding our pots 

http://www.msreadathon.org.au/click/hero/hero.asp
http://www.msreadathon.org.au/click/hero/hero.asp
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with cuttings of Roses and 

Geraniums. 

The third bed is full 

of potatoes (thatôs 

the big plants!), 

beetroot, chard and 

lots of carrots. 

Most of the plants have been 

purchased from Wiltona 

Nursery located on Kororoit 

Creek Road. This Nursery has 

been a wonderful supporter of 

our school for a number of 

years - most of the plants sold at 

the Fete have been donated by 

Pam and Peter from 

Wiltona.  So if you need plants 

remember our great relationship 

with Wiltona Nursery. 

3/4J plant native trees with 

help from Bunnings 

Many thanks to Bunnings and 

well done to 3/4J for a great job 

of planting our new native 

plants (see the photograph in 

this newsletter), 30 small plants 

are in the ground around the 

oval and 10 larger ones will be 

planted in the next week or so. 

The plants include 12 Hakeas 

which will provide much 

needed wind breaks along with 

2 Golden Wattles, 18 small 

feature/shade trees including 

Agonis, Melaleuca, White 

Wood and Apple Myrtle, and 8 

large trees with 4 Cedar Wattles 

and 4 Silky Oaks.  Currently 

protective bags are being staked 

around these plants (see request 

for tennis balls below). 

Some of the plants will be 

relocated over the next week or 

so as they are currently in 

vulnerable positions (near 

soccer goals, under large 

existing trees). Students in 3/4J 

will help in relocating their 

original plant.  A map of the 

new positions will be posted on 

the information board soon. 

Old Tennis Balls 

Wanted for  

New Trees 

Do you have any old 

tennis balls in reasonable 

condition? Our new trees 

around the oval will be 

protected with stakes. To help 

protect the children (and the 

plants) the tennis balls will be 

cut in half and attached to the 

top of the stakes. Please place 

balls in the box at the office. 60 

balls are needed. 

Cheers, 

Lisa Wroblewski 

Book Week Bargain 

Book Fair 

Come and pick up a 

bargain at our special 

Book Fair, from 

Monday 24 to 

Thursday 27 August, 

from 3.30 pm after 

school each day in 

the library. 

All the books are new, and will 

be on sale at bargain prices, so 

don't miss out on this terrific 

opportunity! 

All profits will go to the library. 

Happy 

Birthday!!  

Happy Birthday To:  

Lynden Kane 

Arielle Ditte rich  

Jack Hall  

Sean Russo 

Dominic Dolor  

Congratulations! 

 
Congratulations to the 

following students who 

received Merit Certificates at 

assembly this week: 

Eloise Boquest ............... Prep K 

Dominic Etchells ............ Prep K 

Ava Hamilton .....................1/2N 

Matthew Cucanic ...............1/2N 

Luke Burns ........................ 1/2M 

Luke Gabrielidis................ 1/2M 

Stella Delmenico ................5/6V 

Nadine Maljkovic...............5/6V 

Earl Ramos .........................5/6H 

Arielle Ditterich .................5/6H 

Clare Frescos ....................... 3/4J 

Ellie Ramos ......................... 3/4J 

The Bat Tennis Team 

Can Collectors of the 

Week 

Thomas Edmonds 

Ashley Brockton 

Cork Collector of 

the Week 

Skye Window 

Radio 

3659 

 

Readers Radio 

Thank you to this weekôs 

readers: 

Monday ï Molly Dunham & 

Mariam Nasser (3/4J) read 

„Polar Bear, Polar Bear, What 

Do You Hear?‟.  
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Wednesday ïArielle Ditterich 

& Riley Cairns  (5/6H) read 

„Diary of a Wombat‟. 

Friday ï Oliver Willox (1/2N) 

read „Don‟t Be a Bully Bill‟ 

Shea Rutzou 

D.J. Announcer Radio 3659 

Fete News 
10 Weeks to go!! 

Fete 

Collection -  

Groceries  

The next collection  for the 

Fete is for Groceries and 

will be held during next 

week. This is your chance 

to clean out your cupboards 

and send along non-

perishable grocery items 

including pasta, rice, tins 

etc. (Please check the ôUse-

Byõ dates). 

New for the Fete ð 

Bottle Tombola!  

We are asking for 

bottle donations 

which can be sent 

along with next 

weekõs grocery 

donations for a new activity 

for the Fete.  

Bottle Tombola is a game of 

chance where you can win a 

bottle of wine or a bottle 

of sauce. Please donate any 

type of bottles including 

sauce, soft drinks etc ð 

anything that comes in a 

bottle. (NB: Alcohol is also 

welcome but please bring  

wine, spirits etc to the 

office).  

Fete Sponsor of the 

Week ð Madura Tea  

Contributing to the success 

of the Fete is our sponsors.  

Madura Tea 

is an 

Australian 

Company 

that grows 

tea in sub -tropical NSW , 

the only sub -tropical tea 

plantatio n in Australia. This 

environment reflects teaõs 

natural climate from itõs 

first beginnings.  

Madura Tea is owned by 

four local families whose 

passion for excellence in 

tea is obvious to visitors to 

the estate and to 

consumers in Australia and 

overseas. 

Spot swood Primary School 

is fortunate to have 

received a donation from 

Madura Tea for each Fete 

for the past few years. Try 

a cup of their tea at the 

Afternoon Tea stall at the 

Fete.  

Thank you to Madura Tea 

for their ongoing support 

of our school.  

Local Produc e 

As this yearõs Fete has a 

Country Fair theme, we are 

interested to l earn about 

any local businesses or  

farmers selling local 

produce. We 

are currently 

sourcing free 

range eggs, 

honey, cheese 

and olive oil.  

If anyone has any contacts, 

please let us know . We are 

not expecting the products 

to be supplied to us for 

free, but just to be at the 

Fete selling their produce.  

Please contact Jo Boyd or 

Sharon in the office if you 

can help. 

Stall Coordinators  

From next week there will 

be a roster displayed in the 

courtyard where you will be 

able to 

allocate times 

you are 

available to 

help on any of 

the stalls.  

We will also put a list in 

next weekõs newsletter, 

with the volunteer form.  

Photography 

Competition  

This yearõs Fete 

will have a 

photography 

competition op en to all 

students .  

Details of the competition 

will be in upcoming 

newsletters.  

Spotswood Primary School 

Fete ð Sunday 18 th  October  
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This weekôs recipe is from Irene Tupper, Baileyôs Mum.  Thank you Irene and 

the people who have already sent recipes for the newsletter. 

If you have a recipe to share, email it to pj.jm.fraser@optusnet.com.au or leave 

a copy at the office.  If there is a recipe you would like to know, something 

delicious you have tasted at one of the school functions, please just ask and I 

will make some enquiries. 

We will include cakes, slices, mains, soups, side dishes, lunchbox ideas, any 

yummy treat.  Enjoy!! 

 

Egg Free Chocolate Cake  
INGREDIENTS  

¶ 280 g sifted all -purpose flour  

¶ 300 g white sugar  

¶ 45 g unsweetened cocoa powder  

¶ 120 m l vegetable oil  

¶ 355 ml water  

¶ 7 g baking soda  

¶ 2 g salt  
¶ 20 ml vanilla extract  

Directions  

1.  Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C), grease and flour a 9x13 inch pan.  

2.  In a large bowl, sift together flour, cocoa powder, soda and salt. Add sugar and m ix together.  

3.  Add oil, water and vanilla and mix thoroughly. (As this has no eggs it is advisable to make batter 

quite a few hours before, even the night before, as this will ensure that all mixture is moist)  

4.  Pour into a 9x13 inch pan or spoon into flat b ase ice - cream cones. Bake cake at 350 degrees F 

(175 degrees C) for 1 hour and or cones for approx 20  minutes, until toothpick inserted in centre 

comes out clean.  

Top cones with your favourite frosting and coloured sprinkles.  

 
 

Foster Carers Needed  

The Bridges Adolescent Community Placement Program is seeking  

volunteer carers. Carers can be couples, singles, young people or  

mature  aged. Do you have a spare room in your home, and time to  
care for and  support a young person aged 12 to 18 on an emergency,  Ph: (03) 9391 6242 

short - term,  respite or long - term basis?  If you can help, phone Uniting  32 Hall Street   

Care Werribee Support and Housing  on 9742 6452.  Newport VIC 3015  
 Visit our website for our monthly 

specials 

www.inderadayspa.com.au 
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