‘At Spotswood Primary School we create an environment where everyone feels worthwhile,
respected, confident and inspired to do their best’.

Term 3 Week 6: Friday 21° August, 2009

A Message from the
School Council
President

Dear Parents,

I wish to advise that our
Principal, Mrs Annia Dear, has
advised School Council of her
intention to retire at the end of
the 2009 school year. The
Council will be working with
the Region to recruit a new
Principal during Term 4 who
will be in place for the start of
2010. The Council will be
actively involved in the
recruitment process with a
number of Council members on
the selection panel. I will
provide more details once the
recruitment timelines are
confirmed.

Regards,

Stephen Weller
School Council President

Principal’s Report
Dear Parents,

Yes, it is that time for yours
truly and another staff member.
This week Ms Anne McNamara
also announced her intention to
take leave for Term 4 and retire
at the end of the year.

Mr Vince Cafra, who is on
leave at present, will return and

take on the 1/2 classroom role
for the remainder of 2009.

This week at the School
Council meeting, the school
Dress Code Policy was
reviewed. Included in this
newsletter is the amended
version for your perusal.

No doubt you are all aware of
the ongoing Professional
Learning that has been
occurring this year. Teachers
have been building their
knowledge and skills in literacy
and numeracy. Assessment of
students’ progress is implicit in
this work and this year DEECD
has replaced the P-2 assessment
with the new English on-line
Interview. This will be
implemented in October. It is a
mandated assessment in
Reading, Writing, Speaking and
Listening.

This week we had a situation
where several students
purchased cans of high energy
drinks on the way to school.
Drinks such as “V” and
“Mother” are extremely high in
caffeine and should not be
brought to school. If your child
walks or rides to school
unsupervised, please remind
them to follow the agreed route
and come directly to school
without stopping elsewhere on
the way.
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Introduction of the
Victorian Student
Number (VSN)

Our school has been selected as
one of the first schools to work
with the Department of
Education and Early Childhood
Development to allocate a
Victorian Student Number
(VSN) to each student at the
school.

The VSN is a student
identification number that is
being assigned to all students in
government and non-
government schools, and
students in VVocational
Education and Training
Institutions. The number, which
is unique to each student, will
be used as a key identifier on a
student’s school records, and
will remain with the student
throughout his or her education,
until reaching the age of 25.
The VSN is nine digits long,
randomly assigned, and tied to
identifying information about
the student (name, gender, date
of birth).

The introduction of the VSN
will provide the capability to
accurately detect patterns of
student movement through, and
departure from, the Victorian
education and training system.
It will greatly improve the
collection and analysis of
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timely and accurate data about
education in Victoria. The
Department collects
information to track
improvements made to the
education system, identify areas
that require further
improvement, and to analyse
trends and identify future needs.
The VSN will improve the
accuracy, reliability and
completeness of this
information, providing a better
basis for assessing needs and
developing policies to meet
them.

You will see the VSN appear on
student report cards, enrolment
confirmations, and exit
confirmations.

The privacy of personal
information is protected as
security is built into the VSN
system and the number itself.
The student records maintained
in the VSN system contain
minimal information about each
student — name, date of birth,
and gender together with the
date of admission and date of
exit from each school attended.
The VSN system is not a
collection point for other
student data such as academic
achievements and outcomes,
health or welfare information.
Because the number is
randomly assigned, personal
information about the student
cannot be inferred from it.

The information is fully
protected and will be used only
for educational purposes and
the ways in which the VSN can
be used are prescribed by
legislation.

If you want to know more about
the VSN please contact the
school or go to
http://www.education.vic.gov.a
u/management/governance/vsn/
overview.htm

Parent Opinion Survey
2009

Next Monday 40 families will
receive the 2009 Parent Opinion
Survey. We are asking all
families who receive the survey
to complete it and return it to
the school by Friday 28"
August.

The Parent Opinion Survey data
is collected by an external
consultant and the information
is reported back to us later in
the year. All responses are
confidential, including your
written comments. The data we
receive from the survey is
analysed by the staff and school
council. The information is used
to set goals for the future, as
well as enhance the quality of
education provided to our
students. Your feedback is vital
to enable us to continue to
monitor our school’s progress

in many different areas.

Please seal the envelope and
write your family name on the
slip provided. The envelope is
not opened at the school,
however the family name
information is to help us to
know if any surveys have not
been returned. Thank you for
taking the time to complete the
survey.

Food for thought: “What you are
going to be tomorrow, you are
becoming today.”

Have a great weekend
everyone!

Cheers!

Annia Dear
Principal

- Spotty Calendar -

Saturday 22™ August — Friday 28™
August
* Book Week 2009 - ‘Book Safari’
Theme
* Book Fair in Library (Monday to
Thursday)

Friday 28" August
¢ YDPSSA Athletics Carnival

Tuesday 1% September — Friday 4™
September
* Grade 5/6 Camp to Swan Hill

Thursday 17" September
* Primary Music Institute’s Keyboard
Open Lesson Day

Friday 18" September
e Last Day of Term 3

Monday 5™ October
* First Day of Term 4

Sunday 18" October
* Spotswood Primary School’s
Annual Fete

* More details coming soon!

Book Week Bargain
Book Fair

g Come and pick up a

bargain at our special
Book Fair next week.
The library will be
open for sales from
Monday to Thursday
after school from
3.30 pm and on

Tuesday, Wednesday and

Thursday (but not Monday)

before school from 8.30am.

All the books are new, and will
be on sale at bargain prices, so
don't miss out on this terrific
opportunity!

All profits will go to the library.

Book Week Payments

Thank you to
families who
have paid for
their child’s

participation in Book Week.

It is very important that all
children have paid to attend the
activities as the school must, in
turn, pay for the performances
that have been organised.

Please forward $15.00 per child
to your child’s class teacher by
Tuesday 25™ August.
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Premier’s Reading
Challenge

Congratulations to Andreas
Mavridis from 5/6V for
completing the Premier’s
Reading Challenge. Well done
Andreas!

So far 41 students have
completed the Challenge. If
you’re close to finishing, keep
going. You have until Monday
31% August to finish.

An Important Note to Parents

All children who have
completed the Challenge by 31°
August 2009 will receive a
Certificate from Premier John
Brumby and will have their
name printed in the ‘Premier’s
Reading Challenge Honour
Roll’ in The Age.

If you do not wish your
child’s name to be printed in
The Age, please contact
Sharon in the office as soon as
possible.

Happy Birthday!!

&

Happy Birthday To:
Aya El-Hussein

Congratulations!

Congratulations to the
following students who
received Merit Certificates at
assembly this week:

Yasmin Kottek Kean ...... Prep K
Bailey Tupper................. Prep K

Drashti Shah............ccccu...... 1/2N

Ryan McHugh................... 1/2N
Riley Young........ccccvennen. 1/2M
Michael Reid..................... 1/2M
Samantha Owen................. 5/6V
Rohan Pope........ccccceuvenee. 5/6V
Kiarah Phillips................... 5/6H
Callum Raymond............... 5/6H
Marsdon Pether................... 3/4]
Finau Paseka.........c.cccccuuenee. 3/4]

Radio

3659

Readers Radio

Thank you to this week’s
readers:

Monday — Max Skinns &
Wilson Hylton (3/4J) read T-
Rex’.

Wednesday —Jemma Harvey
(1/2M) read ‘Her Farm
Excursion Book’ .

Friday — Ava Hamilton (1/2N)
read The Man Who Loved
Boxes’.

Shea Rutzou
D.J. Announcer Radio 3659

Father’s Day Stall
The Father’s
Day Stall will
be held on pad ? )
Monday 31°" =
August. All

grades will go to the Stall to
buy a gift for their Dad or
Grandad. Please send along
some money with your child on
this day.

If anyone can stay after
assembly to help out with the
Stall, please see Jo Boyd or
Sharon.

Thank you to Alison Riley for
purchasing the gifts for the
Stall.

Home Made Food
Available to Order

Menu

Pork Dim Sims
(20 pieces for $15)
Mini Spring Rolls
(20 pieces for $10)

Vegetable Spring Rolls
(20 pieces for $15)

Vegetable Curry Puffs
(20 pieces for $15)

Mixed Entrée ($20)

To order please call Mel
(Jason Pether’'s Mum) on

0450 893 673

Fete News
8 Weeks to go!!

Collection Week 0o
Secondhand Clothes

Now is a good

time to clean out

the wardrobes.

We are collecting
good quality,washed,
secondhand clothes, hats,
bags, scarves, jewellery etc
for the Fete.

Please count the number of
items and give the total to
the classroom teacher, as
the bags of clothing will be
moved to Room 10 rather
than taking up space in the
classrooms.

The winning grade with the
most items will win a casual
clothes day.
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Fete Meeting

The next Fete meeting will
be held on Tuesday 25 ™
August at 7pm in the
library . All Welcome!!

Fete Sponsor of the
Week 06 Lion Dance
Chinese Restaurant

Contributing to the success
of the Fete is our sponsors.

This week we have two
Sponsors we would like to
thank - the Lion Dance
Chinese Restaurant at 5
Ferguson Street,
Williamstown ( Ph: 9397
2579) and Wok Rite In at 7
Ferguson Street,
Williamstown (Ph: 9397
4077).

Make sure you mention
Spotswood Primary School
when you visit either of
these Restaurants.

Manny the Magician

Come and see Manny the
Magician at the Fete.

He will be perform ing magic
tricks on the stage around
lunchtime. He will also be
walking around the Fete

with balloons.

You can see Manny the
Magician on Wednesday
nights at the Williamstown
RSL, Cnr Melbourne Road
and Ferguson Street. Go
along and enjoy face
painting from 6.30pm, a
Magic Show at 7.15pm plus
kids eat free!

Fete Volunteers

Thank you to families who
have offered to help at the
Fete. Please return your
volunteer form to Jo Boyd
or Sharon as soon as
possible.

The Stall volunteer rosters
have been setupint he
courtyard. Please fill in the
roster with your preferred
stall and time you can help.

An hour or two of your
time makes a big
difference to the success
of the Fete.

Photography
Competition
What does Spotswood

mean to you?

\)@% photograph of
something about

Spotswood and enter it into

the photography

competition at the Fete.

Take a

Your photo could be people,
buildings, trees, sport, your
home, pets, anything at all.

You may include a short
explanation of your photo.

Details of where your
photo should be drop ped
off will be in future
newsletters. So keep
reading the newsletter and
start taking photos.

Spotswood Primary
School Fete & Sunday
18™ October

Recipe of the Week

This week’s recipe is
from Stav Mavridis
(Andreas’ Mum).
Thank you Stav, I’'m
sure lots of people
will be trying this for
dinner.

Chicken Casserole with
Mustard and Tarragon

1/4 cup olive oil

1 kg chicken thigh fillets, halved
and quartered

1 onion finely chopped

1 leek sliced

1 clove garlic finely chopped
350 gm button mushrooms sliced
1/2 teaspoon dried tarragon
11/2 cups chicken stock

3/4 cup cream

2 teaspoons lemon juice

2 teaspoons Dijon mustard

Preheat the oven

Heat 1 tablespoon of the oil in a
flameproof casserole dish over
medium heat and cook the chicken
in two batches for 6-7 minutes
each or until golden. Remove from
the dish.

Add the remaining oil to the
casserole dish and cook the onion,
leek and garlic over medium heat
for 5 minutes or until soft. Add the
mushroom and cook for 5-7
minutes or until they are soft and
browned and most of the liquid has
evaporated. Add the tarragon,
chicken stock, cream, lemon juice
and mustard. Bring to the boil and
cook for 2 mins. Return the
chicken pieces to the dish and
season well. Cover.

Place the casserole in the oven
and cook for 1 hour or until the
sauce has reduced and thickened.
Season to taste with salt and
pepper and serve with potatoes
and a green salad.

If you have a recipe to share,
email it to
pj.jm.fraser@optusnet.com.au
or leave a copy at the office.
All recipes are most welcome.
Enjoy!!
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Craft Club

Craft Club will not be on for the

next couple of weeks or so.

We will be working on getting the

Fete ready.

We will let you know when the

next craft club day is in the

newsletter.

Look forward to seeing you then.
Joyce, Jo and Janet.

Volunteer in your
Community

Volunteering is a great way for you
to help your community, learn new
skills, meet others and have fun.
You can volunteer for whatever
interests you.

Just imagine helping out at a
sport/social club, caring for the
environment, mentoring young
people, or supporting someone

with a disability. The possibilities
are endless!

Opportunities can be short term or
long term, may take as little as a
couple of hours, and offer the
flexibility of day, night or even on
weekends.

For more information contact the
Hobsons Bay City Councild s

Volunteer Information Line on
9932 1193 or text 0413 958 684 or
visit www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au

VolunteerWest and the Hobsons
Bay City Council
Together in partnership supporting
volunteers

Melbourne Road, Spotswood, 3015
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FETE HELPERS

NBIME: L. e Phone NO: ..o
Child’s Name:..........cccovviiiriiiieiiee e Class: ..ccovveveeiieeirieene,
I will to volunteer as a Stall Coordinator (Name of Stall: )

| am unable to volunteer to coordinate a stall, but am available to assist as shown below:

7am — 10am 10am — 12 noon
12 noon — 2pm 2pm —4pm

Set Up Spinning Wheel
Pack Up Drinks

BBQ Security

Show Bags Afternoon Tea

Ticket Stall for Rides
Raffle

Gourmet Food

White Elephant
Free Activities Lucky Dips
Plants Orange Juice

2" Hand Toys

I Iy Iy Ny Ny Iy Iy IOy IOy O

Badge Making
2" Hand Clothes

Dy Iy Iy Iy I B IO Iy Iy

If you would like more details about what is involved in being a Coordinator or helping on the day, please contact Jo Boyd, Karen
Burns or leave your details at the office.
Please fill in your information and return this form to school.

Thank you for your help.
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